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PULSE: It’s back! 
Turn to page 33 to 
catch up with all the 
latest entertainment 
news and TV listings 



COMPETITION: 

Chance to win a 
hotel weekend in 
the countryside 
- page 26 



You can now read 
your favourite 
Chronicle online! 

» visit www.expressandstar.com click on News, 
)ur Local Chronicle and select the image of the 
paper that you want to read. 

This will update every Saturday 




Ben Pearce, the landlord of Riley’s Sport Bar, with 
the draught beer table 

Want a pint? 
Well, just pull 
yourself one 

IT’S a drinker’s dream, a pub where cus¬ 
tomers can pull their own pints without having 
to queue at the bar. 

Now a pub in Wolverhampton has become the first 
in the Midlands to offer draught beer at tables using 
computer technology. Two of the novelty pumps have 
been installed at Riley’s Sports Bar in Broad Street 
and have proved a big hit with punters. 

Customers pay a booking fee of £14 which buys 
them their first five pints, having had their bank 
cards swiped at the bar on arrival. They can continue 
to drink from the taps after that, with the price auto¬ 
matically added to their cards at the bar. 

So far, two tables offering Carling lager and 
Gaymer’s cider have been installed. But landlord 
Ben Pearce said more would be brought in if the 
trial, due to finish at the end of February, continues 
to be successful. 

“Everyone likes to think they know how to pull a 
good pint but not many people can,” he said. We give 
them a little demonstration at the start of the 
evening and leave them to it.” 


Superprison will be 
bigger than planned 

PART of a new super-prison in Featherstone will 
be built a storey higher than originally planned after 
being given the go-ahead by councillors. 

The decision comes months after the Ministry of 
Justice was ordered to pull down a separate section 
of the new £150 million prison in Featherstone as it 
was higher than planning permission allowed. 

Contractors Kier installed a 41ft steel framework 
at the jail’s planned visitor centre, despite only 
having consent for a structure measuring 33ft. The 
firm was reported to council bosses by eagle-eyed 
residents. 

Prison bosses had hoped a retrospective planning 
application would allow them to keep the bigger 
building, which would have included a “constraint 
and restraint” site for riot training. But it was 
refused by South Staffordshire Council in October 
after a campaign by more than 100 residents. 

The new plans, which will see the dog handling 
building at 410 sq ft rather than 279 sq ft and two 
storeys instead of one, were given the go ahead by 
South Staffordshire Council’s regulatory committee 
on Tuesday. This building will instead be used for 
riot training. 


Accident fear over heating system set-up 

ICE*DANGER 
CLIMB FOR 
PENSIONER 


Gipsies win 
legal fight 
over home 

GIPSIES have won a battle to set up a per¬ 
manent home on green belt land in South 
Staffordshire - after arguing refusal was 
against their human rights. 

More than 600 residents in Wombourne had 
raised £6,500 to hire a lawyer to fight the develop¬ 
ment in the village. 

But last week the Government’s Planning Inspec¬ 
torate over-ruled a previous decision by South 
Staffordshire Council preventing gipsy Lisa Walker 
and her family setting up home in Pool House Road. 

Inspector Karen Ridge claimed the family’s 
human rights would be affected if they were not 
allowed to put their caravan on the land they own at 
Poolhouse Nurseries. 

Threats 


A PENSIONER has claimed his central heating 
network could cause him to have a serious acci¬ 
dent. George Watkins, aged 83, has to climb up a 
ladder to the top of his garage to deal with frozen 
outdoor piping when¬ 


ever the temperature 
dips. 

Mr Watkins’ boiler is in his 
loft, meaning he’s forced to 


by Tim Spiers 

wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 


turn the system back on. 

, , Mr Watkins claims that 

go up two ladders whenever Wolverhampton City Council’s 


the pipes freeze up, first to 
turn the boiler off and then to 
get to the pipe in question. 

He then hammers the ice out 
with a mallet before climbing 
back up to restore the pipe and 



George Watkins has to climb 
into the loft to sort out his 
boiler problem 


social services department, 
which installed the central 
heating system two years ago, 
has offered no practical help, 
instead advising that his neigh¬ 
bours help him out every time the 
problem arises. 

He said he foresaw these 
issues in 2008 and queried 
whether the system should be 
placed in his bathroom. 

However Mr Watkins claims 
he was assured that the loft was 
the best place for it. 

Although he owns the prop¬ 
erty, a bungalow on Dilloways 
Lane, Willenhall, the council’s 
social services department was 
asked to install central heating 
as Mr Watkins’ wife, Agnes, was 
ill with cancer at the time. She 
died in 2009. 

Grant 

“They assured me my worries 
were unfounded and that they’d 
just have to send someone out 
once a year to service it,” he said. 

“It’s a huge inconvenience to 
have to climb up these ladders 
every time the pipes freeze and I 
could easily have an accident. 

“The garage top can get icy and 
I’ve got no-one holding the ladder 
at the bottom. It’d be bad enough 
for a young person, let alone me.” 

Mr Watkins added that his 
neighbours are unable to help 
him as they are aged 94 and 84. 

“It been happening since 
October and will probably go on 
until March or April,” he said. 

“The whole thing has really 



George Watkins with the overflow pipe that keeps freezing 


been getting me down.” 

Councillor Peter Bilson, 
Wolverhampton City Council’s 
cabinet member for regenera¬ 
tion and enterprise, said: “Mr 
Watkin’s boiler was paid for 
with an Affordable Warmth 
grant, which in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton is managed by a company 
called Hestia. 

“I will be urging Hestia to go 
and visit Mr Watkins to carry 
out further checks to see if his 
concerns can be resolved. 


“Meanwhile, I know Mr 
Watkin's has been advised that 
the risk of a condensing boiler 
breaking down in the freezing 
weather can be reduced if the 
boiler is kept running, even on 
a low setting, throughout the 
day and night. 

“As well as keeping the 
system running, it can also be 
more economical to run a boiler 
this way as the temperature in 
the home is not dropping and 
having to be reheated.” 


It is the seventh planning application for a gipsy 
site on green belt land in the district that has been 
given the go-ahead on appeal in the past three years. 

Residents warned a public inquiry at Wombourne 
Civic Centre in November allowing the gipsy pitch 
and utility block would “set a precedent” for develop¬ 
ment on green belt land. 

The hearing heard the family had tried to live in a 
house in Tipton but “have an aversion to bricks and 
mortar accommodation” and were currently living 
in a caravan on the house site, where they have been 
subjected to threats and intimidation. 

The Planning Inspectorate allowed the family to 
set up a home on the Wombourne site for five years. 
The decision states: “If the appeal is dismissed the 
human rights of the appellant would be affected.” 

South Staffordshire Tory MP Gavin Williamson 
said: “What is most annoying is that the laws are 
changing and I feel that if this application had been 
judged six months further down the line, it would 
have been thrown out. There is a consolation in that 
this is not permanent, but it’s a scant consolation in 
what is a disgraceful decision.” 

Grant saves 
family charity 

A WOLVERHAMPTON family support charity 
has been saved from closure by a grant of £70,000. 

The city branch of Home-Start, a charity which 
works across the UK to help disadvantaged parents 
and children in their own homes, faced laying off 
staff before Christmas until they received the dona¬ 
tion from the Henry Smith Charity. 

Home-Start was forced to offer a reduced service 
at a time when referrals were at an all-time high. 
But the £70,000 gift from Henry Smith, which annu¬ 
ally gives out £25million in grants to needy causes, 
means they can now expand and recruit more volun¬ 
teers. 

Michelle Hansell, senior co-ordinator at Home- 
Start Wolverhampton, based on Stanley Road, 
Bushbury, expressed her delight. 

“This is such fantastic news for us,” she said. “The 
£70,000 from Henry Smith has saved us from 
closure.” 

Home-Start recruits and trains parent volunteers 
to support people who are struggling to cope with 
family life. To find out more about Home-Start 
support, or to volunteer, call 01902 556627. 

The Henry Smith Charity is a grant-making 
organisation which donates £25 million each year to 
around 1,000 groups and charities. 
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Call on work 
for offenders 

OFFENDERS doing com¬ 
munity payback work are to 
be asked to help clear the 
snow if Wolverhampton is 
hit with another heavy fall. 

Residents in Whitmore 
Reans are writing to the 
probation area office to ask 
that offenders working on 
projects be put to work at 
the Avion Centre. 

A meeting of the Park and 
St Peter’s Partners and 
Communities Together 
heard the centre was dan¬ 
gerous in bad weather. 


Domino treasurer dies at 76 


A RETIRED cook who served as treasurer of 
the Wolverhampton Friday Night Domino 
League for more than 40 years has died. Les 
Babb was aged 76. 

Avid Wolves fan Mr Babb also worked for 50 
years as a train caterer. 

His family paid tribute today to a “kind and 
popular” man. Mr Babb, who lived in Othello 
Road, Low Hill, was born in Wolverhampton 
and attended St Peter’s School, when it was 
located in the city centre. 

He met his wife Margery at Birmingham 
New Street station while working as a cook on 


a train and the pair married in 1957. Mr Babb 
served two years in the Army Catering Corps, 
mainly based overseas in Egypt, where he 
worked as a cook. 

He joined the Wolverhampton Friday Night 
Domino League when it was formed in 1957 
and played for various teams. 

His son Jonathan, aged 47, said: “Dad loved 
his dominoes. He also did a lot of charity work 
with the league, raising money for local good 
causes. 

“He was a kind, generous and thoughtful 
man.” 



Les Babb (right) and Malcolm Payne, league secretary 


Crime shows steep 
rise as year ended 


wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 

ROBBERIES in the West Midlands 
have soared by more than a third, while 
overall crime also rose in the three 
months from September, it has been 
revealed. 

Figures covering September to November 
show the average number of robberies has 
risen from 585 a month to 785 — a rise of 34.2 
per cent compared with 2009. 

Break-ins have gone up 13 per cent to an 
average of 2,817 a month - up from 2,493 
during the same period the previous year. 

Vehicle crime went up 15 per cent over the 
compared with the same time in 2009, violent 
crime increased by 16 per cent and overall 
crime by 2.6 per cent. 

It is the second quarter in a row that has seen 
a significant rise in crime. 

Shadow Home Secretary Ed Balls warned 
that alarming rise in the West Midlands was an 
inevitable result of swingeing cuts facing police 
forces. All forces in the region are having to 
make big savings, with West Midlands Police 
told to save £40m in 2011-12 with a further 
£38m savings in 2012-13. 

Generally 

In November West Midlands Police Author¬ 
ity agreed to introduce compulsory retirement 
for police officers who have served for more 
than 30 years. The rise in crime follows a major 
shake-up of policing in the region last April. 

Councillor Bob Jones, who represents 
Wolverhampton on the West Midlands Police 
Authority, said: “We have expressed concern. 
Crime has been generally going up for the best 
part of the year.” 

Figures have been released after think tank 
Civitas warned that offenders were more likely 
to get away with crimes as police numbers are 
cut following the Government’s spending 
review. 

Scoot along to course 
for better riding skills 

YOUNG scooter riders in Wolverhampton 
can help to improve their riding skills and stay 
safe on the roads by taking part in a free train¬ 
ing course. 

Riders aged between 16 and 25 who have 
already passed their compulsory basic training 
and have their own scooter are being invited to 
enrol on the take control course at Aldersley 
High School from 9am to 4pm on February 11. 

Everyone who completes the training session 
will pick up safety tips and will also receive free 
scooter safety gear worth up to £50. 

The session has been organised by Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council’s road safety team with 
funding from West Midlands Road Safety Part¬ 
nership and support from the High School. 

Places are limited. To book call 01902 551790 
or email road.safety@wolverhampton.gov.uk 


New store puts end to pet shop 




Gillian Bailey who is having to close the Friendly Pet Shop because of competition from Sainsbury’s 


A PET shop is closing down after more than 40 years of 
supplying Wombourne because of competition from a new 
supermarket hitting business, its owner has said. 

Gillian Bailey has been running Friendly Pet Shop in 
Windmill Bank, for 17 years but said she could no longer 
make a profit. She blamed Sainsbury’s, which opened a £15 
million store in Heath Mill Road in spring 2010, for the loss 
of 40 per cent of her trade. 

Mrs Bailey, aged 70, said: “It’s a mix of the recession and 
Sainsbury’s. Things changed the first week that Sains¬ 
bury’s was open. They have a free bus around the village 
and that’s taken people to the supermarket rather than 
here.” 

Generous customers 

Mrs Bailey and her husband Barry, aged 73, are now 
running down supplies of pet food and equipment and will 
close by January 24. She will work with her daughter 
Roberta, aged 33, who runs Niche Cards, Gifts and Flowers 
in Common Road. Mrs Bailey has put up framed photo¬ 
graphs of 15 guide dogs that have been provided for the 
blind by generous customers over the years. 

She said: “Altogether people have raised enough money 
for about 20 guide dogs and we get a picture from the 
charity when they have been trained. 

“We’ve got £1,572 towards the latest one and we will have 
to bank that and close the account.” 

The shop still has the wooden drawers and furniture 
built by former owner Sam Croft, who ran it for 28 years 
until Mrs Bailey took over. She said: “His wife Julie is 89 
and she’s sad that we’re having to close.” Gillian outside her pet shop 



Redundancy 
pay cut as 
council tries 
saving £2.5m 

COUNCIL staff in South Staffordshire will 
have redundancy payouts cut as bosses try to 
find enough volunteers. 

The district council is halving the rate by which it 
will multiply workers’ weekly salaries when calcu¬ 
lating compensation. 

Currently, the council has a policy of providing 
around one week’s pay multiplied by three for every 
year the employee has worked there, up to a 
maximum of 20 years, if they have been there two or 
more years. But bosses have said that this is not 
affordable while the council is trying to save £2.5 
million in three years. 

Chief executive Steve Winterflood said: “We feel 
the existing scheme would be too costly and unfair to 
local taxpayers and for that reason it hasn’t been 
used for voluntary redundancies since it was intro¬ 
duced back in 2007.” 

Minimise 

He added that the voluntary redundancy scheme 
was an attempt to try to minimise the likelihood of 
compulsory redundancies. If approved, a black hole 
of a further £2 million will remain and redundancies 
may account for much of the remaining bill. Staff 
have until January 31 to apply for redundancy. 

The present rate is half a week’s pay for every com¬ 
plete year if the staff member was under 22 years 
old, one week’s pay for every year up to the age of 41 
and one-and-a-half week’s pay for every year above 
41 multiplied by three. 

They will halve the multiplier from three to 1.5 
However, a voluntary redundancy scheme with a 
multiplier of two, subject to a maximum cap of 52 
weeks pay, is now open. 


Children services 
go to ex-school 

A FORMER school is to be turned into offices for 
social services staff after the move was approved by 
Wolverhampton City Council’s planning committee. 

Priory Green Primary, Whitburn Close, Pende- 
ford, closed last summer because of falling pupil 
numbers. The council wants to use it for children’s 
social care, the West Midlands Travelling Children’s 
Services and the Multi Agency Support Team. 

In total, 99 staff would be based there but 84 
would spend most of their time in the community. 

A new access road will be built off Whitburn Close 
and the playground will be turned into a car park. 

Government agency Sport England had objected 
to the loss of the playground but councillors said it 
served no purpose without the school alongside. 

Car wash 

In other applications, a fireplace shop in Tetten- 
hall was allowed to keep its two flue systems. 

Adrian Azzopardi, owner of Tettenhall Fireplace 
Company, Upper Green, had installed them to heat 
his premises and to use as demonstrators for log¬ 
burning fires but neighbours claimed that there 
were problems with smoke and fumes. Planners 
agreed to let the silver flues stay as long as they were 
painted green to fit in with the surrounding area. 

Permission was granted for two sealed metal con¬ 
tainers at the council’s waste and recycling centre in 
Hickman Avenue, East Park, to collect the waste 
from the new food waste buckets. 

Plans for a residential home for four vulnerable 
children in Merridale Street West, Graiseley, were 
passed, but those for a car-wash at the disused Star 
Inn, Graiseley Lane, Heath Town, were rejected. 

Parking boost for charity 

STAFF at Asda in Wolverhampton helped to raise 
£700 for the charity Help for Heroes. Despite the 
Molineux Way store being closed on Boxing Day, 
members of staff opened the car park and collected 
£3 from each driver. 
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First slop 
buckets 
delivered 
to homes 

SLOP buckets were delivered to 
hundreds of homes in Wolver¬ 
hampton this week as a controver¬ 
sial scheme to recycle food waste 
got under way. 

More than 98,000 homes across the 
city were due to receive two bins to add 
to their two wheelie bins, green box and 
white bag. Residents in Low Hill, 
Bushbury and Park Village were the 
first to get the slop buckets, which are 
being rolled out over seven weeks. 

Some said they were willing to give 
them a go while others described the 
bins as a waste of money. 

Bin men toured the streets in a lorry 
delivering the ‘kitchen caddies’ and a 
promotional leaflet. 

Schedules 

The first collection of food waste in 
the city will be on Monday. 

Wolverhampton City Council is con¬ 
vinced recycling food waste will save it 
£30,000 a year. The slops will be turned 
into energy and compost at a plant in 
Four Ashes. 

Bosses said they were not accepting 
any more requests to opt out because 
delivery schedules have already been 
drawn up. More than 800 people have 
called to say that they do not want the 
buckets at their homes. 


Room hire 
cost is set 
to rocket 

THE cost of hiring rooms at a 
Wolverhampton community centre is 
being increased by between 50-500 
per cent after the council took control 
of the building. The move has run into 
opposition. 

Charges for community groups to 
use the meeting room at Dunstall Hill 
Community Centre will rocket from 
50p to £3 per session by 2012. The 
phased increase will see the price rise 
to £1.75 next year. Fees will also climb 
steeply for businesses and individuals 
under the plans. 

The hourly charge for commercial 
use of the main hall will jump from 
£40 to £60 over two years while use of 
the back hall will cost £30 per hour in 
2012, up from £20. 

Private hire for events such as 
birthday parties and anniversary cel¬ 
ebrations, will rise in line with the 
commercial charges, by 50 per cent 
over two years. Users will have to pay 
£30 an hour for the main hall and £15 
an hour for back hall, up from current 
rates of £20 and £10 respectively. 

Council bosses have drawn up the 
new price structure after taking over 
running the community centre, in 
Dunstall Avenue, Whitmore Reans, 
from Whitmore Reans Community 
Association last year. They say the 
revised rates are “consistent with 
prices charged elsewhere in the city”. 

Residents have submitted a 250- 
name petition opposing the plans, 
amid concerns groups will be unable 
to afford the new charges. The peti¬ 
tion will be considered by councillors 
tomorrow (Friday). 


Sir Jack’s anger over £100m family feud 



Sir Jack Hayward 


WOLVES’ former owner Sir Jack 
Hayward has told how he has been 
“demonised” by his own children 
and grandchildren in a bitter family 
feud. 

The 87-year-old described court 
papers lodged by his family in the battle 
over £100 million of his personal fortune 
as “vicious, vindictive and full of hatred”. 

“They accuse me of being a bully,” he 
said “They say I am losing my marbles. 
It is incredible and very distressing.” 

His daughter Susan Heath, aged 62, 
elder son Rick (59) and six of his grand¬ 
children are suing after being removed 
as beneficiaries from trusts set up by 
him. 

The two children claim he illegally cut 


them out of the funds after a fall-out over 
his decision to sell Wolves for £ 10 in 2007 
on the understanding new owner Steve 
Morgan invested £30m in the club. 

Sir Jack continued: ‘When you read 
the affidavits you think ‘Who is this 
demon they are writing about?’ What the 
hell have I done other than give them 
money and property? 

“They all got their houses and chunks 
of money. Sue and Rick got three or four 
million on my 70th birthday. What more 
do they want?” 

Wolves life president Sir Jack said his 
children claimed he was “going gaga”. 

“They very kindly want to protect me 
and dole out so much money a month for 
my expenses,” he went on. 

“They want to take control of my com¬ 


panies and give me an allowance to pay 
for my lavish lifestyle, which amounts to 
a cottage in the Bahamas. 

“I am 87 and so surely I am entitled to 
a world cruise once a year?” 

The case is set to go to court in Nassau 
in the Bahamas on May 2 and is expected 
to last up to 10 days. 

• Sir Jack and former managers 
Graham Turner and Graham Taylor 
have have been inducted into the 
Molineux Hall of Fame. 

Former Aston Villa manager Martin 
O’Neill was among the guests at the star- 
studded dinner and ceremony at 
Molineux, which included the posthu¬ 
mous induction of Wolves legend Derek 
Dougan. The latest inductees join 
legends Steve Bull and Billy Wright. 


Schools rebuild plan 
is stripped of £34m 
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A£300 MILLION scheme to rebuild 
or refurbish every secondary school in 
Wolverhampton is to be stripped of 
£34.8m. But council bosses said the 
cuts, of around 11 per cent, are man¬ 
ageable. 

The savings mean that some major proj¬ 
ects will have to be scaled back, but details 
are not yet known. The Department for 
Education and its Partnerships for 
Schools quango said before Christmas 
that it was looking for up to 40 per cent 
cuts in the project for all 26 city state 
schools. 

Areas like Sandwell had their school 
rebuilding schemes scrapped completely 
and Wolverhampton’s had only been able 
to go ahead because contracts were signed 
just days before the general election. 

Bosses had been drawing up new 
options that would have dramatically 
scaled back the plans, under the national 
Building Schools for the Future (BSF) 
scheme. Where schools were due for a 
rebuild they would only have got a refur¬ 
bishment and those due for major refur¬ 
bishment would have had a minor one. 

But Tim Westwood, Wolverhampton 
City Council’s programme director for 
BSF, said he expected every school to 
receive “significant funding”. 

Maximum 

He said the £34.8m represents the 
maximum amount of savings identified by 
the council when it reviewed the planned 
programme of refurbishment or rebuild¬ 
ing of schools. 

The figure was submitted to the Govern¬ 
ment and has now been accepted. 

Bosses had asked the government not to 
cut the budgets for Coppice, Wednesfield, 
South Wolverhampton and Bilston 
Academy and Braybook schools, which 
have already received planning permis¬ 
sion. 

Projects where work has already started 
to create new buildings for Highfields 
Science Specialist School and Pennfields 
Special School, and the refurbishment of 
Ring’s School and Tettenhall Wood School, 
will not be affected by the cutback. 

The cost of the BSF scheme in Wolver¬ 
hampton has already come down from the 
original £370m that bosses thought it 
would be. 

The falling cost of construction during 
the recession brought the overall price tag 
to £300m. 


Charity cyclists cheque in 
with cash aid for school 



At the cheque handover (from left) Penn Fields headteacher Elaine Stanley, charity cyclists Ian Wyke 
and Garry Moran and Craig Nicklin, from CAD Fencing 


MORE than £1,000 was raised for a special school by chipped in to boost the coffers and eventually the total 
a charity bike ride from Liverpool to Wolverhampton. reached £1,371. 

Ian Wyke and Garry Moran rode from Upton, near Elaine Stanley, headteacher at Penn Fields, on 
Birkenhead, back to the city to generate funds for Penn Birches Barn Road, gratefully received the cheque. 
Fields Special School. “I am amazed at the amount of money that Ian and 

They were sponsored by Willenhall-based CAD Garry have raised and the commitment of CAD 
Fencing, who got the fundraising ball rolling by donat- Fencing,” Miss Stanley said, 
ing £300 after some persuasion from Penn Fields pupil “A big thank you to everyone involved.” 

Luke’s dad Paul Sullivan. Miss Stanley added that the money went towards 

Friends, family and regulars from Ian and Garry’s Christmas parties for the pupils and would also help 
local, the Victoria Pub on Deans Road in Wednesfield, all fund a new sensory room at the school. 
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Council 
worries 
on grit 
supplies 

COUNCILS in the West Mid¬ 
lands and Staffordshire - 
running low on grit following 
some of the most severe winter 
weather in a century - are being 
denied emergency supplies. 

Wolverhampton City Council has 
just 600 tons of its winter stockpile of 
3,500 tons left. The authority asked 
for a further 500 tons but will only 
receive between 250 and 280 tons. 

Staffordshire County Council also 
approached the Department for 
Transport and requested 10,000 extra 
tons but was granted half that. It has 
just 8,000 of 30,000 tons left. 

Sandwell Council has requested 
another 3,000 tons while Dudley 
Council, which has less than a third of 
its supplies left, is yet to apply for 
more. Walsall Council says it has 
enough grit, with 2,000 of its original 
4,000 tons left. 

Councils said they were at the 
mercy of the Government which is 
responsible for deciding where stocks 
were most depleted. 

Additional 

Wolverhampton City Council’s 
head of street scene services Steve 
Woodward said: “We will be receiving 
between 250 and 280 tons next week 
from the Salt Union in Cheshire fol¬ 
lowing our application to the Depart¬ 
ment for Transport for 500 tons. 

“Authorities can request additional 
rock salt, however, a decision on rock 
salt deliveries will be determined by 
the Department for Transport, 
having received details of council salt 
stock levels across the country.” 

Dudley Council spokesman Chris 
Howes said the authority had used 
around 4,500 tons of its total stockpile 
of 6,400 tons. 

Councillor Derek Rowley from 
Sandwell Council said: “We have used 
more than 3,000 tons so far and have 
less than 3,000 tons left. We have 
placed an order for another 3,000 
tons.” 


Boys needed 
for theatre 
group project 

A THEATRE group preparing for 
its biggest-ever project needs male 
actors to complete its cast. 

Central Youth Theatre, based at the 
Newhampton Arts Centre in Whit¬ 
more Reans, Wolverhampton, will 
bring the city’s dancing history back 
to life in a series of pioneering produc¬ 
tions this summer after it secured 
£200,000 in funding. 

It has been given the cash to stage 
four plays set in dancehalls through 
the decades from the 1930s to the 
1970s. Director Jane Ward said: “We 
have plenty of girls but we do need 
more boys for what is going to be the 
biggest project in our history. 

Boys interested in taking part 
should contact Jane Ward on 07941 
922580, email jane@central youththe- 
atre.org or visit the youth theatre web 
site at www.centralyouththeare.org 
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Wake up to a chance to co-host radio show 



Fresh and Jo, who is on maternity leave 


THE search is on for a new voice to help 
wake up Wolverhampton. Beacon Radio is 
looking for a presenter to co-host its popular 
breakfast show after regular presenter Jo Jes- 
mond extended her maternity leave following 
the birth of daughter Charlotte in September. 

That left co-presenter Fresh to broadcast 
on his own. 

Auditions will be held to find a talented co¬ 
host with a big, bright and bubbly personality 
to share the fun on 97.2FM. The successful 
candidate will present the breakfast show 


alongside Fresh from February to May, when 
Jo returns from her maternity leave. 

The opportunity is open to anyone living in 
the area who feels they can face getting up 
early each weekday morning to become part of 
a successful radio station. The show, which 
has 231,000 listeners, airs from 6am to 10am. 

Jo had initially planned to return to the 
radio six weeks after the birth of her second 
child, but has decided to spend longer at home 
with the youngster. Beacon has launched the 
Fresh and You? competition to find someone to 


take up the mantle until she returns. Bosses 
said they were looking for someone with a 
unique personality who is “up for a laugh”. 

In return, they promise an “attractive 
salary package” and occasional free gig 
tickets. Programme director Darrell 
Woodman said: “Filling Jo’s shoes won’t be 
easy but we’re not after another Jo, we’re after 
someone with a unique personality.” 

Anyone interested should go to www.bea- 
conradio.co.uk The new voice will be revealed 
next month. 


Merger 
idea over 
lirbrary 
services 

MERGING library 
services in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton with other authori¬ 
ties could cut millions off 
the annual budget. 

The council wants to 
reduce the £5.2m a year 
cost of running its lib¬ 
raries by merging serv¬ 
ices with other councils. 

The Society of Chief 
Librarians is also re¬ 
searching the prospect of 
merging libraries in 14 
council areas of the West 
Midlands. 

A total of 111 people 
work in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s libraries and infor¬ 
mation service, which 
comes to £2.5m of the 
total bill. 

Councils are currently 
considering merging lib¬ 
rary functions such as 
computer services, in¬ 
quiries and other back 
office tasks. 

The councils involved 
are Wolverhampton, 
Walsall, Dudley, Sand- 
well, Staffordshire, 
Shropshire, Worcester¬ 
shire, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Birmingham, Coventry, 
Herefordshire, Telford 
and Wrekin, Solihull and 
Warwickshire. 

The approved budget 
for libraries in Wolver¬ 
hampton is £5.2m but 
Chris Huddart, chief 
officer for leisure and 
culture, said £4 million of 
this was “controllable 
expenditure”. 

Memory 
tree boost 

A TREE of remem¬ 
brance in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton giving people the 
chance to remember 
their lost loved ones has 
raised £8,300 for charity. 

The Rotary Tree of 
Remembrance was in the 
Mander Centre from the 
end of November for the 
seventh year. Hundreds 
of people paid £5 to leave 
messages for loved ones 
over Christmas. 

Proceeds, up £200 from 
last year, will go to 
Compton Hospice, Penn 
Hall Special School and 
the MS Therapy Centre, 
Newbridge. 


Pressure mounts as 
flu numbers increase 


wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 

PRESSURE on Midland hospitals is reaching critical levels as the 
NHS struggles to cope with a surge of flu and winter infections. GPs in 
Wolverhampton have reported a shortage of flu vaccines as demand for 
the jab has soared following widespread infections. 

Wolverhampton’s New Cross Hospital is operating at the second highest level 
of pressure, with long waits in A&E and delays for beds on hospital wards. 

The trust has revealed it has 34 confirmed or suspected cases of flu in the hos¬ 
pital, where two people have died from swine flu since Christmas. There are 14 
confirmed cases of flu, with five in critical care and three staff struck down with 
the flu. There are also 16 suspected flu infections with one suspected member 
of staff. Wolverhampton PCT has now asked all GPs to reveal the levels of 
vaccine they have and has said supplies will be moved around to ensure that 
people at risk can get the jab. 

Cheryl Etches, director of nursing and midwifery at The Royal Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Hospitals NHS Trust, said: “Under significant winter pressures, the trust 
continues to operate at level three - 
severe pressure. 

“As was the case during our build-up 
to Christmas, our resources continue 
to face considerable pressures. 

“However, thanks to our effective 
and early winter planning, which we 
review daily, and the relentless hard 
work and dedication of our staff, we 
are still managing to meet the demand 
and capacity required to treat and care 
for our patients. 

“Once again, we would like to take 
this opportunity to urge people 
showing flu symptoms to please 
contact their GP or NHS Direct rather 
than coming into A&E.” 

In Dudley, no GPs have run out of 
vaccine but health bosses have said a 
number were running low on jabs. 

Geraint Griffiths, acting chief exec¬ 
utive of South Staffordshire Primary 
Care Trust, said: “We are continually 
reviewing the supplies of flu vaccine in 
our area. Whilst supplies are low, we 
are currently managing to meet 
demand locally.” 

Phil Milligan, director of perform¬ 
ance at NHS West Midlands, said: 
“Where the local NHS has been made 
aware of any difficulties in the public 
accessing vaccines, this is being speed¬ 
ily resolved.” 


PCT launch- 
plea on jabs 

HEALTH chiefs in Wolverhampton 
have issued a plea for people at risk 
from flu to get vaccinated despite 
fears of a shortage of the j ab across the 
region. 

The city’s primary care trust has 
launched an audit of flu vaccines 
available in the city after concerns 
some areas were running out of the 
jab. The trust claims there are enough 
vaccines to go around and is co-ordi¬ 
nating supplies for GPs in the city. 

Newbridge Surgery in Tettenhall 
Road had run out of vaccine and was 
awaiting a new delivery and Gravel 
Hill Surgery in Wombourne used up 
all of its stock before Christmas. 

Now as fears over a deeping flu 
crisis continue the PCT is urging 
people eligible for the free jab to 
protect themselves. 

Ros Jervis, consultant in public 
health for Wolverhampton City PCT, 
said: “Flu can cause serious complica¬ 
tions. It is essential that people in at- 
risk groups have the vaccination.” 


KFC plans rejected 

REVISED plans for a new drive-through fast food outlet in Wolverhampton 
have been turned down. KFC had lodged an appeal when a scheme to convert 
the former Island House pub, Stafford Road, was thrown out. 

But the new application, which included 39 parking spaces instead of the orig¬ 
inal 28, has also been rejected by Wolverhampton City Council. 

The planning committee decided the proposal, which would have created 40 
jobs, would lead to traffic jams around the entrance in Bushbury Lane. 

East Park councillor Keith Inston said: “This is totally unsuitable for a drive- 
through. It’s going to cause backing up of traffic whenever you’ve got more than 
two cars parked on Bushbury Lane.” 

Planning committee chairwoman Councillor Judith Rowley had urged coun¬ 
cillors to vote in favour. She said: “The Island House is a lost pub and it is a sign 
of the times. We are left with a derelict site on a key arterial route.” 



Reece Jordan, aged seven, puts bird food out watched by fellow pupils 


CARING pupils at a Bilston school 
have been using their nature area to 
feed birds and small animals during 
the winter. 

More than 20 children at Bilston C 
of E Primary’s weekly gardening club 
and the school council have been 
putting out seeds, apples, fat balls and 
bread to ensure wildlife living in and 
around school grounds can still find 
food. 

The nature area, where the food has 
been stored, was built in September 
and children have been steadily 
adding to the facilities since then. 

They have also created earth hills, 
with small tunnels for burrowing, as 
well as log piles, bird tables and ever¬ 


green growing beds, to provide good 
habitats for birds, insects and small 
mammals. 

School gardening club co-ordinator 
and Year 3 teacher Elaine Somerfield 
said: “Most of the children have been 
bringing in food from home because of 
the weather. 

“It has been really good for them 
because they have been able to see the 
animals feeding in the snow, and they 
have also been identifying fox paw 
prints in the snow.” 

The nature area was created with 
the help of 40 members from electric¬ 
ity supplier E.on and a £250 grant 
from Bilston B&Q. 


Council sees 
costs soar 
with rise in 
legal battles 

TAXPAYERS in the West Midlands have paid out 
more than £2 million for councils to take legal advice 
since April. Local authorities have seen the costs of 
using lawyers rise as they have become caught in 
expensive battles both in and out of court. 

In 2009/10 they spent £3.3m compared with £2.2 
million in 2008/9. With three months of the current 
financial year to go and the legal spend stands at £2 
million. 

Wolverhampton City Council has spent £1.2 
million since April on legal wrangles including a 
High Court showdown with the Health and Safety 
Executive over the £37 million Victoria Halls 
student village, which was given planning permis¬ 
sion despite being in the blast zone from gas contain¬ 
ers at nearby Carvers Building Supplies. 

The council already has a separate annual legal 
budget of £1.6 million and has 38 staff including 
solicitors, legal executives, legal assistants and 15 
support staff. 

The HSE won a Court of Appeal case against the 
council which will force it to review planning permis¬ 
sion for the as yet unbuilt fourth block of the student 
village development. 

Overhaul 

Among the eight other firms the council used are 
Birmingham-based Wragge & Co, which is currently 
conducting an investigation into what went wrong in 
a bungled £68 million deal to overhaul computer 
systems and customer services and required £7.1 
million of taxpayers’ money to be paid to consultants 
Axon when the deal was scrapped. 

Lawyers Trowers and Hamlin were brought in to 
advise on the out of court settlement. 

Tory finance spokesman Councillor Wendy 
Thompson said the matters were long-running and 
date back to when Labour were last in control of the 
council in 2008. 

Labour is now in control again after a motion of no 
confidence in the Tory Liberal Democrat coalition. 
She said: “The way in which Victoria Halls and Axon 
were handled meant we had no choice. These cases 
were already active.” 

Bill for voluntary 
job-loss hits £1m 

MILLIONS of pounds have been paid to council 
workers in the Midlands in voluntary redundancy 
payouts in the past two years, it has emerged. 

Scores of staff have agreed to leave their jobs as 
council chiefs aim to make savings in the wake of 
government cuts. 

At Wolverhampton City Council £1,196,460 was 
paid out in 2009-10 after about 170 staff left - up 
from £148,818 the previous year. Redundancies 
helped save the council more than £3.5million. 

Wolverhampton City Council spokesman Tim 
Clark said: “When a post is made redundant, it is 
permanently deleted from the payroll, and therefore 
there is a long-term saving.” 

South Staffordshire Council, which has just 
launched a voluntary redundancy scheme, has not 
paid out anything. 


Player’s medals stolen 

TWO gold medals belonging to former Wolves 
player Mark Venus have been stolen during a break- 
in. Venus, currently the assistant manager of Mid¬ 
dlesbrough, said the items were of “tremendous 
sentimental value”. 

The 43-year-old was a prominent Wolves player, 
making 338 appearances from 1988-97 and one of 
the medals stolen was the only one he won at 
Molineux. 

Police said the medals were taken from a house in 
Edinburgh last Wednesday. 
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Police get 
an order 
to move 
on gangs 

TROUBLEMAKERS plaguing 
two estates in Bilston will be 
moved on by police after a disper¬ 
sal order was introduced. Police 
have secured the six-month order 
for areas of Bradley. 

Families have inundated officers 
with complaints about yobs starting 
fires, damaging property and running 
amok. It was granted following con¬ 
sultation with Wolverhampton City 
Council and will remain in place until 
June. The order will allow police offi¬ 
cers to remove groups of two or more 
young people. 

Police will be able to move them 
between 9pm-6am from streets in the 
Royals and Rocket Pool estates. 
Anyone under 16 found in the area 
without an adult or parental supervi¬ 
sion can be taken home. 

Abuse 

The order follows complaints from 
residents about anti-social behaviour. 

In four months at the end of last 
year more than 200 complaints were 
received about large groups of young 
people running through gardens, 
damaging fences and hurling abuse at 
residents. 

There were also reports of youths 
climbing up lampposts, kicking foot¬ 
balls across roads in front of cars, 
putting wheelie bins in the road and 
setting fire to wheelie bins and park 
land. Streets covered include Eliza¬ 
beth Avenue, Batmans Hill and 
Bradley Lane. 

Anyone affected by anti-social 
behaviour in Bradley is advised to call 
the police team on 0345 113 5000. 

Last month police secured a six- 
month dispersal order on the Walsall 
and Sandwell border. 


Dentist to fill 
the gap at 
former shop 

A FORMER wine shop on a busy 
route out of Wolverhampton will be 
replaced by a dental surgery after 
councillors approved the scheme. 

It paves the way for work to start 
transforming the old Wine Rack shop 
on Bridgnorth Road, Wightwick, 
which has been empty for months. 
The private dental surgery will have 
two treatment rooms and 13 parking 
spaces. 

An original planning application 
submitted in June was withdrawn but 
new plans have been granted by coun¬ 
cillors. Gurdish Johal, agent from 
Walsall-based architectural company 
Mat Lab which is behind the scheme, 
says the surgery will be a “modern and 
contemporary design” creating an 
“iconic building”. 

The former Wine Rack store closed 
in December 2009 as a result of the 
collapse of the Threshers chain. 
Threshers, in Finchfield Road West, 
was closed along with a branch of The 
Local in Remembrance Road, Willen- 
hall. A total of 17 jobs were lost at the 
three shops. 


Hundreds of fish die trapped 


HUNDREDS of fish perished after 
becoming trapped under ice when a 
popular pool in Wolverhampton froze. 

The fish, some as large as 201b, died 
from lack of oxygen in Fowler’s Park 
pool, in Park Village. The small lake, 
off Cannock Road, contains carp, 
tench, roach and bream, and has been 
hit by sub-zero temperatures since 
November. 

Many of the dead fish at the 
council-owned pool can be seen near 


the surface, trapped in ice up to six 
inches thick. 

Regular fisherman Kevin McCann, 
aged 34, of Fourth Avenue, Low Hill, 
said: “I fish here six days a week, 
including night fishing, and have 
done so for the past eight years, but 
I’ve never seen the pool like this 
before. It’s normally packed at the 
weekend, with probably 40-50 people 
over the two days, but no-one’s been 
able to use it for weeks.” 


Gareth Hynd, aged 29, of Mostyn 
Street in Whitmore Reans, said: “It’s 
disgusting. The council has been here 
with a mini-digger to smash the ice 
but it just freezes over again. They 
need to come more often.” 

Steve Wright, Wolverhampton City 
Council’s head of parks, said: “This is 
a very regrettable incident which has 
been brought about as a result of the 
extreme weather conditions over a 
prolonged period of time. Unfortu- 


under ice 

nately when this issue was brought to 
our attention it was too late and the 
fish had died. 

“As the ice thaws we will begin the 
process of removing the dead fish. The 
Environment Agency has told us that 
it is likely there will be some surviv¬ 
ing fish which will hopefully begin to 
repopulate the pool. We will be liais¬ 
ing with the Environment Agency 
with a view to reviewing our policies 
and procedures.” 


Smuggler must pay 
£42k in unpaid tax 
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A SMUGGLER from Wolverhampton who tried to bring tens of thou¬ 
sands of cigarettes along with alcohol into the West Midlands has 
avoided an immediate jail sentence. 

But he was ordered to payback more than £40,000 in unpaid tax. Avtar Singh 
Khala paid people to travel by air and sea with the sole aim of smuggling in cig¬ 
arettes, rolling tobacco and booze for him to sell on. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard how the 40-year-old, of Lea Road in 
Blakenhall, was arrested at East Midlands Airport when he tried to smuggle 
five kilos of rolling tobacco into the UK in April, 2008. 

He had previously been stopped for trying to smuggle 3,200 cigarettes and 
11 kilos and in January, 2008, when he tried to get 19,200 cigarettes and 15 
kilos of hand rolling tobacco past customs staff at the same airport. Both times 
he was given official warnings. A 
search of a storage unit he used in 
Ionic Park based on Birmingham New 
Road, Dudley, resulted in the seizure 
of 746 litres of alcohol including 
spirits, beer and wine. 

Revenue and customs officers 
uncovered trading records showing 
Khala had previously smuggled 
70,600 cigarettes and 114 kilos of 
hand rolling tobacco in the UK. 

The total revenue evaded is more 
than £42,500. A total of £1,000 in cash 
was also seized from him. 

Khala was handed a 12-month jail 
sentence, suspended for 18 months, 
and ordered to pay a confiscation 
order of £42,500 within six months or 
serve 15 months in jail. He will also 
carry out 180 hours of unpaid work 
after admitting five charges of import¬ 
ing and selling smuggled tobacco 
products and tax evasion. 

Judge Michael Challinor told him 
on Friday: “You are an organised and 
persistent smuggler and your use of a 
storage unit showed this was a profes¬ 
sional operation.” 


New dates for 
youth theatre 

A youth theatre forced to cancel four 
shows due to last month’s snow has 
announced new dates for the perform¬ 
ances. 

Screaming Voice Youth Theatre will 
take to the stage at Wolverhampton’s 
Arena Theatre, in Wulfruna Street, 
for its production of The Lion, The 
Witch and The Wardrobe. 

The cast of 40 youngsters will 
perform matinees and evening shows 
on January 22 and 23. The matinees 
start at 2.30pm. Director Karl 
Veltman said: “We promise a truly 
magical show and an Aslan with a dif¬ 
ference.” Tickets for the show cost £8 
and £6. Discounts are available for 
families and groups. Call Karl 
Veltman on 07971 216850. 


Groups’ chance to bid 
for community grants 


GRANTS are up for grabs for com¬ 
munity groups, charities and schools 
in Wolverhampton. 

The Queen Square branch of Bri¬ 
tannia wants invitations for a share 
of the building society’s community 
fund while its charitable foundation 
is also offering cash. 

Fund manager Elaine Clews said: 
“Britannia’s community fund and 
charitable foundation can make real 
and lasting differences to local com¬ 
munities. 

“Our support for primary and pre¬ 
schools helps to make maths fun for 
children - encouraging an early 
enthusiasm for numbers. 

“At the same time, projects with 
youth charities provide the skills, 
confidence and opportunities to 


inspire young people to realise their 
potential and can change young lives 
for the better. 

“With many voluntary groups 
reporting increased demands on their 
services and incomes under threat, 
we are delighted to announce our con¬ 
tinued support for communities and, 
hope to encourage further applica¬ 
tions during 2011.” 

Donations of up to £1,000 are avail¬ 
able from the community fund while 
Britannia’s charitable foundation 
offers grants between £1,000 and 
£25,000. 

To apply visit the Queen Square 
branch, go online at 
www.britannia.co.uk or call Elaine 
Clews on 01538 391806. 



Ken and Rose Walker celebrate their diamond wedding 


A TETTENHALL couple have 
toasted six decades of marriage after 
a chance meeting over a loaf of bread. 

Great-great grandparents Ken and 
Rose Walker, of Cornwall Road, cele¬ 
brated their diamond anniversary on 
December 30. 

The 80-year-olds who have lived in 
the area since 1937 receive frequent 
visits from their three children, 10 
grandchildren, 21 great-grandchil¬ 
dren and one great-great-grandson. 

Wolverhampton born and bred, 
Ken, who worked as a bread and 
milkman for his entire working 
career, met office accountant, Rose, 
originally from Weston, when he was 
just 17 and delivered bread to the 
company where she worked. 

Ken admits that the white wedding, 
back in 1951, which saw six inches of 
snow, was far from perfect. He said: 
“The story of our wedding day is quite 


a tale. We were due to be married at St 
Michaels’ church in Old Hill but it was 
burnt down one week before. Then at 
the last minute the photographer can¬ 
celled on us because of the weather. 

“We ended up saying our vows in a 
temporary wooden hut in the vicarage 
grounds, in front of just 12 people, and 
having our wedding photographs 
taken one week later.” 

The duo who have encountered a 
rough few years due to ill health were 
treated to a winter break in Llan¬ 
dudno, in North Wales, over the 
festive season. 

Ken who suffers with emphysema 
struggles to walk long distances 
without getting tired and out of 
breath. Caring full time for his wife 
Rose, who suffers from osteoporosis 
and Alzheimer’s, it’s a relationship 
that has proved it can withstand any 
obstacle thrown in its way. 
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Beatties 
sales 
beat the 
freeze 

BEATTIES’ owner, the depart¬ 
ment store chain House of Fraser, 
has announced record festive 
trading despite the impact of 
December’s Arctic-like weather. 

The group, which has 61 stores in 
the UK and Ireland including Beat- 
ties in Wolverhampton, said sales for 
the five weeks to January 8 were up 
8.5 per cent on a like-for-like basis, 
boosted by a 120 per cent surge in 
online sales over Christmas and New 
Year. 

Chief executive John King esti¬ 
mated that the weather caused the 
chain to lose “the equivalent of a 
week’s trading”. But he added that he 
believed that department stores had 
been able to cash in on the blizzards 
as shoppers tried to buy everything 
under one roof. 

Website 

And for the first time, website rev¬ 
enues outstripped the performance of 
any individual store during the peak 
shopping period. 

Last year, the business reported 
record earnings of £65million, and 
management are now confident of 
beating this figure by the year end on 
January 31. 

House of Fraser launched its 
website three years ago, and online 
sales are set to hit the £100m mark 
this year. Mr King said the introduc¬ 
tion of the “buy online and collect in¬ 
store” service in October was a main 
reason sales held up so well in the 
freezing conditions as shoppers 
feared that home deliveries would not 
make it in time for Christmas. 

Don McCarthy, chairman, 
described the festive performance as 
outstanding. 


July trial 
date for 
accused 

A FITNESS instructor accused of 
killing his best friend on New Year’s 
Day in Wolverhampton will stand 
trial in July a judge has said. 

Martin Gannon has been charged 
with the manslaughter of former 
soldier Craig Glaze, who died after 
receiving a blow to the head. 

He was bailed with strict conditions 
at Wolverhampton Magistrates Court 
last week and was not required to 
attend a preliminary hearing of the 
case at the city’s crown court this 
week. 

Gannon, aged 24, who worked at 
Wolverhampton Swimming & Fitness 
Centre, lived two doors from 25-year- 
old Mr Glaze in Cromwell Road, Bush- 
bury. 

His bail conditions include a ban on 
contacting 22-year-old Nicola Payne, 
sister of X Factor star Liam Payne. 

The One Direction star and his 
family are friends with Gannon, who 
travelled to London to support 17- 
year-old Liam in at least two X Factor 
shows. 
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STEAMED UP 


thechronide 


Wolves’ plea to turn up 
the heat in training 


WOLVES have applied to install a 
boiler house at the club’s training 
ground to fire its undersoil heating. 

The move comes after the system lay 
dormant through some of the most severe 
weather in a century. The team’s prepara¬ 
tions for the Boxing Day clash with 
Wigan, which Wolves lost 2-1, were ham¬ 
pered because of a frozen pitch at 
Compton Park. 

Training had been restricted to weights 
sessions and an improvised training 
match on a small pitch. 


Wolves manager Mick McCarthy had 
wanted a full-scale practice game the 
week before the relegation six-pointer but 
not enough space could be cleared. 

The club has now submitted plans to 
upgrade its boiler system so the undersoil 
heating, installed in the summer, can be 
switched on. The proposals for a boiler 
house have been lodged with Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council and will be consid¬ 
ered in the next few weeks. 

Club spokesman Matt Grayson said the 
undersoil heating had not yet been used 


since being installed before the start of the 
current campaign. 

“We’re planning to erect a small boiler 
room at Compton, approximately 8ft 
high,” he said. “It will help to power our 
undersoil heating, which will be utilised 
during frozen conditions.” 

Undersoil heating at Molineux helped 
to ensure all the club’s scheduled home 
games went ahead, despite temperatures 
plummeting to below -10C (14F) at times 
and remaining below freezing for days on 
end last month. 


Library books in 
for next phase 
of its overhaul 


WOLVERHAMPTON’S main 
library will be partially closed for 
three months for the second phase 
of a £900,000 overhaul. 

Workers will move into Central 
Library on Monday to start the next 
phase of the revamp, which includes 
installation of a new customer lift. The 
main lending room will close, leading 
to three months of disruption. Assis- 

Complaint over¬ 
changing room 

A CHANGING facility for adults with 
learning disabilities has been installed at 
Wednesfield’s new £2.2 million library. 

Wolverhampton City Council has altered 
the baby changing room to provide a larger 
table and a hoist so that carers can also 
change adults. But the facility has met 
with criticism from campaigners who say it 
is too small an area for an adult to be 
changed safely. 

Portobello resident Nancy Gage, aged 
81, of the Carers’ Task Group for Learning 
Disabilities, said: “Unless adults are very 
small I can’t see that the facility in the 
library will be useful and I would be con¬ 
cerned about safety.” 

The changing room is on the ground floor 
of the library. 


tant city librarian Robert Johnson 
said: “Work began on rewiring the 
building and installing its new cus¬ 
tomer lift in November. While it may 
have been a little more noisy than 
usual at times, we have managed to 
keep disruption to a minimum so far. 

“However, the nature of the work 
that now needs to be carried out in the 
adult lending library is such that we 
cannot let the builders work around 
staff and customers. As a result, 
the main adult lending library 
room on the ground floor will be 
temporarily closed while the work 
takes place.” 

The main lending library room 
will be closed until March 7. 

During this time, some of the 
more popular stock from the adult 
lending library, as well as newspa¬ 
pers and periodicals, will be relo¬ 
cated to the first floor and visitors 
will still be able to access these. 

Mr Johnson said: “We have been 
providing longer loan periods than 
usual for our books recently so that 
customers aren’t inconvenienced. 

“The rest of the library is open as 
usual and customers can, of 
course, also borrow books from any 
other library in the city.” 

For more information about bor¬ 
rowing books during the work visit 
www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/ 
libraries or call 01902 552500. 



Wendy Perry, who opened her Intricut Crafts shop 
in Farmers Fold after redundancy 

Redundancy story 
has happy ending 

REDUNDANCY has had a happy ending for Wil- 
lenhall mother-of-three Wendy Perry after she 
opened her own shop in Wolverhampton city centre. 

The 50-year-old grandmother did a free 10-week 
course on starting a business through the Job 
Centre and she launched Intricut Crafts with a stall 
at Willenhall Indoor Market in November 2009. Now 
she has taken a 12-month lease on a shop in the city’s 
Farmers Fold. 


DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Window*? 
Faulty Hinges, Handle* or Locks! 
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Man, 35 
accused 
of £8m 
swindle 

A MAN from 
Wolverhampton has 
been charged in con¬ 
nection with an 
alleged £8million 
fraud in which worth¬ 
less company shares 
were allegedly sold to 
vulnerable investors. 

Paul Mudd, aged 35, 
was one of seven men 
who appeared at City of 
London Magistrates 
Court last week. 

Charges were brought 
by City of London Police’s 
economic crime team fol¬ 
lowing an investigation 
into Hertfordshire-based 
World Aqua Tech Inter¬ 
national. 

Mudd appeared in 
court alongside six 
others from Gloucester¬ 
shire, Surrey, Lan¬ 
cashire, Essex and Kent. 

Transfer 

All seven are charged 
with conspiring together 
between April 1, 2004 
and September 30, 2006 
to defraud members of 
the public, by false repre¬ 
sentation, to induce them 
to invest in World Aqua 
Tech shares with little or 
no value. 

They are all also 
accused of conspiring to 
receive and transfer 
criminal property in 
excess of£8m. 

Mudd, of Church Road, 
Bradmore, is charged 
alone with entering into 
an arrangement that he 
knew or suspected facili¬ 
tated the acquisition, 
retention, use or control 
of criminal property. 

All seven were granted 
bail. 


Backing for 240 
council job cuts 


MORE than 240 staff at Wolverhampton 
City Council will lose their jobs after the 
ruling Labour cabinet backed cuts drawn up 
by the Tory Lib-Dem coalition it ousted. 

The cabinet, meeting for the first time since 
winning back control from the coalition last month, 
agreed proposals to cut the jobs by the end of March 
when £20.4 million in grant funding runs out. 

The staff, who come from a range of departments, 
are on fixed term contracts and their jobs are funded 


Hospice call for collectors 



Jackie Sturmey from Compton Hospice is on the lookout for collectors 

SUPPORTERS of Compton cancelled due to lack of volunteers. 


Hospice are being urged to volunteer 
as collectors to help boost funds. 

The hospice, which has to raise a 
third of its annual £5 million running 
costs itself, holds about six organised 
collections each month in areas 
including Wolverhampton, Wednes- 
field, Bilston, Codsall and Dudley. 
Bosses say they sometimes had to be 


by government sources that are being axed. It will 
mean that 91 manual and clerical jobs will go along 
with 154, professional, managerial and technical 
staff. One under 18 will also be made redundant. 

Human resources chief Councillor Milkinder 
Jaspal said: “People on fixed term contracts need to 
be treated the same as people on permanent con¬ 
tracts. Letters have been sent out.” 

A voluntary redundancy scheme for other council 
staff is also open for any worker to apply to leave 
their posts. The council has £4.8m available to pay 
for redundancy compen¬ 
sation. 

Between March and 
September, 990 staff left 
the payroll while 511 
employees were taken on, 
a net reduction of 479 
workers including in 
schools. 

In the statutory notice 
issued to staff by way of 
consultation chief execu¬ 
tive Simon Warren gave 
the reason for redundancy 
as “government budget 
cuts” and “changes in 
work methods”. 

Funding 

Wolverhampton City 
Council is losing £20.4m 
in grants, or seven per 
cent of its funding, on 
March 31 taking its 
annual budget in 2011 to 
£292m. 

A further £9.6m will be 
cut the year after. 

As well as the voluntary 
redundancies 10 high 
earning officers, includ¬ 
ing one of the four direc¬ 
tors of the council, will 
also be axed. 

The council is trying to 
cut around £70m by 2015 
after being told it will lose 
up to 28 per cent of its 
funding from central gov¬ 
ernment. 

A voluntary redun¬ 
dancy scheme has also 
been opened for staff at 
neighbouring South 
Staffordshire Council 


Hospice fundraising co-ordinator 
Sally Woods said: “Volunteers can do 
as many or as little hours as they like. 

“I send out a list of the collections to 
our volunteers and they choose 
whether they go and for how long they 
stay.” 

To volunteer as a collector call 
01902 774500. 
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AT SPECSAVERS YOU 
CAN GET A HEARING AID 
NOBODY WILL NOTICE 


EVEN YOUR BANK MANAGER 
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Give adult learners the recognition they deserve 


This year is the 20th Adult 
Learners’ Week. Since 1992 
NIACE has celebrated the out¬ 
standing achievements of thou¬ 
sands of remarkable adults who 
have transformed their lives 
through learning. 


Whether it’s to start a new 
career, help their children at 
school or discover a hidden 
talent, each and every year we 
come across some truly stagger¬ 
ing stories that inspire other 
adults to improve their own 


lives through learning. Nomina¬ 
tions for this year’s awards are 
open until Friday, January 28. 
Give your learners, or someone 
you know, the recognition they 
deserve for their incredible 
learning achievements. More 


details are available by calling 
NIACE on 0116 204 4200 or at 
www.alw.org.uk 

Everyone nominated for an 
award receives a certificate. 

Richard Crabb 

National Institute of 
Adult Continuing Education 


BRIDGE CORNER 


ONCE again you join us 
in the wrong contract. 

We do get it right occa¬ 
sionally. But it’s the ones 
we get wrong that are 
remembered. 

However, the gods were 
good to me this time. 

Sitting South, in a con¬ 
tract of Three No Trumps, 
I held the hand shown. Of 
course we should have 
languished in Three 
Clubs. But then, there 
would have been nothing 
to write about. 

A One No Trump 
response is limited to six 
to nine points. I can’t bid 
at the two level as I would 
be showing 10-plus 
points. 

My partner’s reverse bid 
of Two Spades is showing 
a strong hand. As the only 
contract I want to play in is 
Three Clubs, I can bid this 


4 A1075 
¥ AKQ53 
♦ A96 


THE BIDDING 


4 2 


4 K632 

4 QJ94 

qpJ964 

^872 

♦ kj 

♦ Q73 

4Q65 

4973 


N 

1H 

2S 

3NT 
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1NT 

3C 


4 8 

¥ 

4“ 108542 
4 AKJ1084 

knowing that I have 
limited my hand. My 
partner should respect 
this and pass. 

West led a spade, which 


I ducked. I took the spade 
return with the ace and led 
a club, finessing the 
queen. All would have 
been well had it worked, 
but it didn’t. 

Spades were cashed 
and I now had no way of 
getting back to my hand 
and seemed doomed to 
go two off. However East 
opted to get off lead with a 
club and I gave thanks 
inwardly. 

Of course East, if she 
had listened to the 
bidding, should have 
noted the absence of 
clubs in Dummy and put 
me on the table with a 
diamond. -Jenny 


How you can make a 
difference to the lonely 


We are looking for 
people to join our 
invaluable network of 
volunteers to support 
the work that we do at 
Independent Age. 

This charity provides 
lifelong support to older 
people on very low 
incomes. 

For many of us, our 
day-to-day routines are 
beginning to resume fol¬ 
lowing the highs of 
Christmas. 

But thousands of 
older people will have 
spent Christmas alone 
this year and for many, 
that sense of loneliness 
carries on into and 
throughout the new 
year. 

While people are 


thinking about and 
making plans for the 
year ahead, this could be 
the perfect opportunity 
for them to consider 
putting a little time aside 
to make a difference to 
the life of an older person 
this year. 

Even something as 
simple as sharing a cup of 
tea with someone who 
otherwise has no-one to 
visit them could make a 
world of difference. 

For more information 
go to www.independent- 
age.org.uk or call 0207 
605 4200 

REBECCALAW 
Independent Age 


LOUISE LOOKS BACK 50 YEARS 



Alec Chesney from Wolverhampton tries his 
hand at Tenpin Bowling 



A quick-moving flu 
epidemic gripped 
Wolverhampton and 
hospitals slashed visit¬ 
ing hours, cancelled 
operations and enlisted 
the help of volunteer 
health visitors. 

Visitors were allowed 
to see patients only two 
days a week - Wednes¬ 
days and Sunday at The 
Royal, The Women’s, 

The Beeches, the 
women’s and children’s 
convalescent home and 
only on Thursdays and 
Sundays at New Cross, 
Parkfield and the Eye 
Infirmary. It reached 
crisis point when 10 per 
cent of the 400 nurses at 
Wolverhampton’s four 
main hospitals were con¬ 
fined to bed with flu. 

• • • 

Recession-hit Wolver¬ 
hampton with 1,000 on 
short time. Die Casting 
Co put half 
its labour 
force on 
four-day 


week. As 1,000 men and 
women at one of Wolver¬ 
hampton’s biggest com¬ 
ponent manufacturers, 
Wolverhampton Die 
Casting Co. learned that 
they would be on short 
time the joint managing 
director, told the Chroni¬ 
cle he still had faith in 
the motor industry. 

Director, Mr White- 
head, confirmed he had 
no idea how long the 
recession would last and 
advance orders from the 
motor industry did not 
indicate that an 
improvement was on its 
way. 

The short time 
working put 500 men 
and 500 women, half the 
labour force, on a four- 
day week. 

The unions were 
offered a choice between 
the outright dismissal of 
230 employees, or short 
time working for 1,000. 
After a series of meeting 
the decision in favour of 
short time was made. 



Already 500 workers 
in the town were on 
short time and this was 
the fifth major Wolver¬ 
hampton firm to be hit. 

• • • 

Ten-pin bowling was 
the newest sports craze 

Alex Chesney, aged 13 
of Mill Lane, Wolver¬ 
hampton, enjoyed one of 
the most thrilling days of 
his young life. 

He travelled to London 
during the Christmas 
holiday to attend the 
annual National School¬ 
boys Own Exhibition at 
Olympia. 

His picture was taken 
when he won a prize at 
the first portable elec¬ 
tronic Tenpin Bowling 
Lane, organised by Lyons 
Maid. 

The bowling lane was 
the star attraction of the 
exhibition. A new family 
sport in Britain, Ten-pin 
Bowling was being intro¬ 
duced to many part of the 
country early in 1961. 


You don’t get the chance to chat to Cinderella every day. 
That’s why these children of Goodyear Tyre and Rubber 
Company employees looked so pleased on a backstage 
visit at the Grand Theatre 



Drummer Ronnie Elian of Dickenson Avenue and Patrick 
Davies of Bargery Road, entertained the old folk at the Civic 
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LARGE TWO STOREY SHOWROOM 


84 estate gardens 
are contaminated 


MORE than 80 gardens on a Wolverhamp¬ 
ton estate are contaminated with asbestos, 
lead or mercury. 

Lengthy work on the contamination is set to 
start on the Farndale estate, Whitmore Reans but 
city council bosses must first go through a long 
legal process to find who is responsible for it. An 
investigation of 270 homes on the estate was 
launched in October 2009 after it emerged 12 may 
be contaminated and gardens were dug up for 
tests to be done. 

The check for asbestos was announced after four 
empty homes were condemned after the discovery 
of carbon disulphide. 

Council bosses were made aware of possible 
asbestos contamination after the original 2005 
investigation. They said that unacceptable levels 
of asbestos, mercury or lead had been discovered 
at 84 homes. 

Council chief regulatory services officer Nick 
Edwards said: “With the patience and co-opera¬ 
tion of residents, the council has been able to 
conduct a thorough investigation programme 
involving many hundreds of people on the estate 
over many years. 

Advised 

“We are very grateful for their support and 
would not have achieved this massive undertak¬ 
ing without it. 

“While the end is in sight with 90 per cent of 
homes clear of contamination, we are now turning 
our attention to the legal and technical process 
that will lead to the remediation of the remaining 
contaminated gardens. 

“We have kept residents of these properties fully 
informed and advised.” 

The land, site of the former Courtaulds textiles 
factory, is being cleansed by owners Akzo Nobel 
after the discovery of carbon disulphide. The 
council has spent £4 million on the investigation 
in five years, cash from central government. 

City Council spokesman Tim Clark said they 
were trying to find who was liable for the contam¬ 
ination before work could start. 

Residents formed the action group Farndale 
Against Contamination Team in 2009 in response 
to the discovery of carbon disulphide at four homes 
on the estate. 

They have also consulted solicitors about possi¬ 
ble compensation claims. 



Fenced-off homes in Cromer Gardens, Wolverhampton 


Residents’ concern 
over the discovery 


RESIDENTS living in and around 
the contaminated gardens have voiced 
their anger and concern at the latest 
discovery of asbestos, lead or mercury. 

Ruth Brown, from Cromer Gardens, 
led the gripes. She said: “We are angry 
because this estate is post-council, with 
only 20 per cent council houses. 

“The council has said it is at safe 
levels but if the council is investigating 
and highlighting its presence, that 
means it is a problem.” 

Diane Twigg, aged 40, from Welbury 
Gardens, added: “I was moved from my 
old home when they first found the 


carbon disulphide about two years ago. 
Then they said they had found traces of 
asbestos but that it was nothing to 
worry about. 

“But my son plays in the garden and 
I worry about him.” 

Second World War veteran Bill 
Slater, a 90-year-old resident of 
Glaisedale Gardens, said his home had 
been investigated and he had been told 
it was asbestos free. 

But Mr Slater added: “A neighbour 
has been told he has traces of it at his 
home and he is very upset about it.” 
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The old Newbridge Inn, next to Weavers Coal Wharf, which lay by the old The old canal bridge over the Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal, The view of Tettenhall Station in 1925 just after it had been built, taken from 

and new canal bridges viewed from the new bridge around 1910 the new bridge, with the old road running in the foreground 



Lower Green, Tettenhall around 1910, with the Mitre central. The old road 
ran in front of these houses 



Lower Street in the 1950s. The old road would have turned left just here to 
go alongside the Green. Most of these houses have gone for road widening 


How the Rock helped to 
ease hard place to travel 


IN 1820 the famous engi¬ 
neer, Thomas Telford built a 
new road north from Wolver¬ 
hampton, over the Stafford¬ 
shire and Worcestershire 
canal and straight up Tetten¬ 
hall ridge in a cutting which 
became known as the Rock. 

The old road had been some¬ 
thing of a problem, hard to nego¬ 
tiate because of its steep, winding 
nature, and yet vital, lying as it 
did on the main London to Holy- 
head road. The Halfway House 
pub was said to be halfway along 
this route. 

As a wide new bridge had to be 
constructed across the canal, this 
area of the town took the name 
Newbridge, and the Newbridge 
Inn soon opened next to the canal, 
but on the opposite side of the 
road to the present pub. 

It is still possible to trace the 
old road up the ridge to Tetten¬ 
hall, but only on foot. 

Starting at the bus stop on the 
new bridge, just to the west can 
be seen the old canal bridge. 

Descending to it by the Monu- 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 


mental Masons, takes you on to 
the old road, which crosses the 
canal and then another bridge 
over Smestow Brook, which used 
to be the boundary between 
Wolverhampton and Tettenhall. 

The path then takes a detour at 
the start of Meadow View 
Terrace, around by Tettenhall 
Station, and back to the terrace, 
which was cut in two when the 
railway was built. 

Three of its houses were 
knocked down to make way for 
the tracks, though a foot crossing 
was provided for the surviving 
neighbours. 

The old road then used to turn 
right to Lower Street and then up 
the side of Lower Green passed 
the Mitre. Of course the embank¬ 
ment built by Telford for his new 
road was not there at that time. 

The old road then curves left by 
the church and across the top of 


Lower Green to Old Hill, where 
the trouble really started. 

It was so steep that there used 
to be teams of men and horses 
employed there to help coaches 
and wagons make it to the top. 

The old road then used to pass 
through Tettenhall but along 
Wrottesley Road and across Yew 
Tree Lane, where the road now 
comes to a dead end. 

It is easy to imagine the relief of 
the coachman when they reached 
the flat straight road through the 
Wrottesley Estate, after they had 
struggled round the winding 
turns of Lower Green, and then 
up Old Hill, with extra horses 
attached, perhaps slipping and 
sliding when the weather was 
bad, with the passengers forced 
to walk. 

It is also easy to imagine their 
prayer of thanks when Thomas 
Telford had finished his work. 



The gap cut through Meadow View Terrace for 
the railway. The terrace faces the old road, and 
there is a passenger footway across the track 



Looking down Old Hill from by the Rock Hotel, 
showing what a trial it was for a coach and 
horses, or a heavily laden wagon 
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Just wild 
about bird 
box project 

NATURE lovers can 
help make new homes for 
small birds at two free 
workshops next month. 

Wild About Perton will 
host the two-hour work¬ 
shop from 2pm on Febru¬ 
ary 5 at Perton Library. 

Visitors will be able to 
help make wooden bird 
boxes for housing small 
birds, which will be 
placed around the village 
in spring at sites includ¬ 
ing Bluebell Wood. 

This will be followed by 
a nest box-making class 
at Bilston Craft Gallery 
from 11.30am-lpm on 
February 19 as part of 
National Nest Box Week. 

No advance booking is 
necessary. 

Shop offers 
to deliver aid 

A GREENGROCER in 
Wombourne is offering to 
provide free home deliv¬ 
eries for people strug¬ 
gling to get to the shops 
because of the cold 
weather. 

Ray Dudley, proprietor 
of Jonathan Edwards 
fresh fruit and flowers in 
Windmill Bank is offer¬ 
ing to deliver fruit, veg¬ 
etables, and flowers to 
residents unable to reach 
the shops safely. 

Call Ray on 07973 
691444. 

Rambling on 

THE Ramblers Associ¬ 
ation in Wolverhampton 
has announced details of 
its latest walks for 
January. 

On January 15, a 
seven-mile hill walk 
takes place near Enville. 
Call 01902 761148 for 
details. 
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Yacht race down under charity talk 

is a Classic for Simon 


A WOMBOURNE Army 
major has completed a gruelling 
730-mile yacht race in Australia 
after first honing his boating 
skills as a teenager in South 
Staffordshire. 

Simon Mann, aged 44, ful¬ 
filled an ambition by competing 
in the 66th annual Sydney to 
Hobart race, known as the Blue- 
water Classic. The race saw 86 
yachts set out on Boxing Day on 
a course from the New South 
Wales coast to the neighbouring 
island of Tasmania. 

Mr Mann’s team finished in 
66th position on New Year’s Eve 
after more than five days at sea, 
a credible position as the five- 
strong crew was sailing Illusion, 
the contest’s smallest yacht. 

Storms 

The father-of-two, a former 
Blakeley Heath and Ounsdale 
High School pupil, began 
boating at Himley Hall Sailing 
Club. 

He joined the army in 1992 
after two years with the Territo¬ 
rial Army in Oldbury, and 
became a Major with the Royal 
Engineers. 

He is nearing the end of a two- 
year secondment to the Aus¬ 
tralian army in Sydney. He said: 
“I started sailing dinghies as a 
youngster in Staffordshire and 
worked my way up to bigger 
boats.” 

His parents Annette and 
Barrie still live in Wombourne. 
Barrie, a retired teacher, said: 
“He endured three heavy storms 
in the race. The crew found it 
hard, but he has always wanted 
to do it. He is a good sailor and 
fearless.”. 

He will take up a post as a 
company commander in Hert¬ 
fordshire in April. 



Simon Mann, second from left, with his crew 


FORMER England, 
Arsenal and Aston Villa 
footballer Paul Merson 
will be the guest speaker 
at a charity sporting 
dinner and auction in 
Wolverhampton. 

The event at Patshull 
Park Hotel in Patting- 
ham on February 24 is in 
aid of Wolverhampton’s 
Compton Hospice. 

There will be enter¬ 
tainment from comedian 
Venn Tracey. Doors open 
at 7.15pm for a 7.45pm 
start. Tickets are £40 
each. For details call 
0845 2255497. 

Tickets left 

A HANDFUL of tickets 
are still available for the 
annual Perton pan¬ 
tomime at the village’s 
Civic Centre next month. 

Harlequin Pantomime 
Productions’ show of 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
will run from January 18 
to 22 and tickets are still 
available for shows on 
January 18,19, and 20. 


£3m golf course takes shape 


THE first phase of a £3 million golf course in 
South Staffordshire has been completed - as 
developers plough forward with plans to create a 
multi-million pound leisure centre on the site. 

The nine-hole course is being created to trans¬ 
form a 100-acre site in Essington. Workers spent 
months building a new road junction for the 
course to be created, off Bursnips Road, and the 
first green has been completed. The course is 
expected to take another 18 months to finish. 

Essington Parish Council chairman, council¬ 
lor David Clifft, said: “The first green is com¬ 
pleted, featuring pools. It looks beautiful. This 
golf course is going to be an outstanding feature 
for Essington.” 

Meanwhile, bosses behind the golf course 
development are also ploughing forward with 
plans for the creation of a £3m leisure centre on 
the site. Talks are continuing between Essington 
Golf Course and Essington Parish Council about 
the development. 


It will include a swimming pool and spa. And 
Brian Saunders, who is behind both projects, 
said he was busy getting quotations from compa¬ 
nies so more detailed plans could be drawn up. 

Councillor Clifft added: “The leisure centre 
will be built with private money. But Mr Saun¬ 
ders wants to make sure that this is a develop¬ 
ment that everyone wants. So everything that is 
being done will happen after full consultation 
with residents. This leisure development fits in 
perfectly with our vision of Essington.” 

The golf course development is the latest 
multi-million pound project to take shape in the 
village over the past four years. 

In 2008, Walsall Football Club moved into a £ 1 
million training centre complete with two 
pitches, a gym, physio treatment area, canteen 
and storage facilities. 

Then a much-needed medical centre and phar¬ 
macy was provided for the village after years of 
calls by residents. 
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Cash waste 
rap after veto 
on sculptures 

CONTROVERSIAL sculptures costing more than £30,000 that were 
dreamed up for outside Bilston’s new police station have been rejected 
by council planners. 

It now means that designs and preliminary work worth £20,000 of taxpayers’ 
money has been wasted, according to the chairman of Wolverhampton Council’s 
planning committee. The artwork, which was meant to symbolise fingerprints, 
has been criticised by 40 
people who claimed that 
they had no idea what 
the pieces were supposed 
to represent. 

Tory councillors on the 
planning committee of 
Wolverhampton City 
Council last week voted 
to reject the designs for 
the £3.5 million Oxford 
Street station, which 
opened in December. 

The 30 sculptures, 
ranging from 25in-4ft, The rejected designs for the proposed sculptures 
were meant to depict “the Margaret Findlay added: the police budget has 
hand of the law” and “It seems that no-one already been spent.” 
were to be made up of a wants it judging by the The objections came 
cluster of statues depict- result of this consulta- from Bilston residents 
ing fingerprints. tion.” who said they had not 

Waste Labour councillor been properly consulted, 

ao e Keith Inston sided with the design was poor and 

They were required as the Tories. they did not understand 

part of planning permis- Planning committee what they represented, 
sion granted two years chairwoman Councillor Robert Graves, head of 
ago containing a condi- Judith Rowley, who voted property services at West 
tion that public art worth in favour of allowing the Midlands Police, said 
around one per cent of scheme, said: “Rejecting that most people who had 
the scheme’s cost be com- this is a gross waste of responded to a public 
missioned, which still public money because I consultation had been in 
stands. Such require- understand £20,000 of favour, 
ments are called section 
106 agreements. 

Conservative council¬ 
lor Carl Husted told the 
committee: “This section 
106 is a total waste of 
time and totally offensive 
that it relates to such a 
large sum of money on 
something that is as sub¬ 
jective as art.” 

Fellow Conservative 



Church in anniversary 
call to married couples 

A REVEREND from Wolverhampton wants to 
mark a city church’s 50th anniversary by contacting 
couples who got married there. 

Rev Pat Hawkins is keen to speak to people who 
tied the knot at the Church of the Epiphany, in 
Lymer Road, Oxley. Call 01902 783342. 
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in road deaths and injuries 


Drastic drop 

THE number of deaths and serious 
injuries on the roads of a Black 
Country borough has fallen drasti¬ 
cally. 

Three people were killed and 61 badly 
hurt in Wolverhampton during 2009, com¬ 
pared with an average of 200 such acci¬ 
dents every year between 1994 and 1998. 

Six children were seriously injured, com¬ 
pared with an average of 44 every year in 
the mid to late 1990s. 

Wolverhampton City Council said the 
area was now among the top 10 safest in 
the country in terms of road accidents. 
Former Tory road safety chief Councillor 
Paddy Bradley said engineering work 
carried out over the last decade had helped 
contribute to the fall. Projects have 


included traffic calming in Upper and 
Lower Villiers Street, Blakenhall, where 
there had been one death and 41 other acci¬ 
dents between January 2004 and January 
last year. 

Councillor Bradley said: “Since speed 
humps were put in the street to slow traffic 
down there have been just three minor 
accidents. Another example is traffic 
calming around West Park which saw pri¬ 
orities changed at junctions as well as the 
introduction of raised tables to reduce 
speed.” 

There have been just five casualties, one 
serious and four minor, since the scheme 
was implemented in June 2008, which 
compares with 31 casualties in the five 
years beforehand.” 

She said that the council also ran educa¬ 


tion, training and publicity initiatives 
alongside schools, the police and fire 
service to drive down the numbers. 

Nearly 500 children in the city have been 
appointed as junior road safety officers 
since 2005, sharing information about 
keeping out of danger on the roads with 
their peers. 

Councillor Bradley, said: “These figures 
clearly show that we are doing things right 
in Wolverhampton and we are the best per¬ 
forming authority in the West Midlands 
and one of the best in the country. 

“Our roads are now considerably safer 
than they were a decade ago, but of course 
that is of little consolation if you are one of 
the people who have been hurt in an acci¬ 
dent or the family of someone who has trag¬ 
ically died.” 


Focus on farm birds 


A POPULAR visitor 
attraction in Wolver¬ 
hampton is to launch an 
educational DVD featur¬ 
ing stunning images of 
wild birds visiting the 
area. 

Northycote Farm, in 
Bushbury, is hoping to 
make the DVD available 
to local schools and nurs¬ 
eries to help showcase 
some of the amazing wild 
birds that visit the spot. 

Warden 

The DVD has been put 
together by ornithologist 
Eddie Maguire who is a 
professional photogra¬ 
pher and spends his 
winters at Northycote 
Farm after leaving his 
summer job as warden at 
the Machrihanish sea 
bird observatory near the 
Mull of Kintyre. 

The DVD includes 
shots of a variety of birds 
visiting Northycote 
Farm and using the 
feeding station there. 

For more information 
on the different events at 
the farm call 01902 
397906. 



Ornithologist and photographer Eddie Maguire who 
has created a DVD of birdlife at Northycote Farm 


City uni 
finances 
‘ healthy’ 

THE University of Wolverhampton has declared it 
is in good financial health amid fears universities 
face closure due to huge budget reductions. 

Government cuts prompted warnings that West 
Midlands universities may merge or close. Wolver¬ 
hampton is at a “high level” of risk of going out of 
business, says a University and College Union 
report. This followed the Government’s announcing 
that higher education funding will be cut from 
£7. lbn to £2.9bn - a 40 per cent cut. 

But university bosses have revealed the univer¬ 
sity posted a surplus of £lmillion in 2009/10 and are 
expecting a repeat in 2010/11. It had recorded a 
deficit of £12.4m in 2008/09. 

Moved 

Revelations come after the Tory-Lib Dem coalition 
narrowly passed plans to increase tuition fees to 
£9,000-a-year amid ugly scenes outside Parliament 
as students rioted as MPs voted for the increase. 

The University of Wolverhampton has revealed in 
recent months that the future of its Compton 
campus is in doubt. The university’s business school 
was moved from the Compton campus to the city 
centre in the summer. 

A learning centre, including a library, IT suites 
and group study areas, and halls of residence are all 
that is left at the Compton site after the move. 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Sir Geoff 
Hampton confirmed that the future of the campus 
was being reviewed. 







run tvWi over 30 ywirs 

oojiobjm lo you" 

www. care&moblu ty.co.uk 


£3.70 




' F r • r% i4 • 

"ffc . 

* IJ*. 

• KU * Oirdfl'l 

r L jg (jurv I 

-juin»t» CT99 j- 


HMt 


f TU 


1 

‘ Siqli 
• 25 i < 

*• frflrt & 

‘ M**t*4*T#* 




• Rat Eati Ptslia^ • Ra# h arm r atrtna onattmait* • Bo it pirn on 
- tnUb ‘ “ 


• (Ft Rinme arniHib * Roit or buy option n .aihbb an wbetod farm * Sarrb* vroik 
tttifet! <34 at tm hi i*»t • Fim (huh; liriiy abb ttfnbum • fiiotabiliri Fbami Aiafekb 


ZlTRY BEFOR^YO^BUY! 


on nil Stair Lifts 
& Fitted in January 


SOOe OOALW»V RO»Dk MERRY HILL CW> CO 4 cc r 

(PEMM) WOLVfflHAMPTON WV3 7MR l/l 041030 


FREEPHONE 0800 389 4718 


LUFIV 2IEDR 

FNLlHITiD STAJIHJFTS IISULli BIY OUR PMfffflIMLr TRffil FIT1ERS 
STOCKISTS OF: Braoha, Ifeintor, Stanrarii. Phte «d Ec:.i Lift 
FREE HOT* SUIT’S AND FAST FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 

INCLUDING 2 YEARS WARRANTY* 

X)n Mfecta? staitts on// ^ 

































































WOLVERHAMPTON CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 15 


% Select Windows Buy with Confidence # © © 

mUp lo 40 °»! 



HU n> 




Massive range 
of PVCu 

windows, doors, 
conservatories 
and orangeries 
on display in our 
indoor heated 
showroom 



BUY NOW- PAY JAN 2012 

or 12 Months Merest Free Credit! 


Keep the cold out 
this winter with 
our superb range 
of premier plus A+ 
rated PVCu 
| windows, doors, 
porches, 
conservatories 
and orangeries 

CALL TODAY FOR 
THE VERY BEST 
DEALS 
THIS WINTER 




vd liter r&99 


even though 
VAT's increased 



winter 


aistni’i | | 

Chest Ertdc* Read VATI4 6LD LG6K0S 
can C&I505D 824& You're home 

visit bekoesjCQ.'Ji 






























Page 16 WOLVERHAMPTON CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 



SIXTH FORM 
OPEN EVENING 

JANUARY 20TH 6.30-8.30PM 



COME AND JOIN US 


QUEEN MARY'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

Sutten Re-Ad WaIsaII \V«et MidUndg, WS1 2PC 

01922 720696 

wwvv.qmgs.walsaU.sdi.uk 


email; nns.wwlselLsch, td. 


fax: 01922 725932 


thechronicle 


Maternity care must 
improve, say bosses 


MORE must be done to improve 
maternity care at New Cross Hospi¬ 
tal after the latest survey of patient 
experience, health bosses have said. 

Mothers who gave birth last February 
scored The Royal Wolverhampton NHS 
Trust in the bottom 20 per cent of all hos¬ 
pital trusts nationally in 10 out of 19 cat¬ 
egories. 

But the trust scored in the top 20 per 
cent of hospitals for its screening services 
before birth and was rated the same as 
other trusts in other categories. 

Following the poll by the Care Quality 
Commission bosses accepted more needed 
to be done to improve communication with 
mothers and their families during labour 
In all 109 mothers responded to the exer¬ 
cise out of a total of 293. 

The hospital scored low for women not 
being able to move around during labour, 
getting pain relief and having skin-to-skin 
contact with their babies after birth. 

Criticised 

The hospital also scored low for women 
having confidence in staff, partners not 
being made welcome, mothers being left 
alone at worrying times, not being 
involved in discussions and the overall 
care during birth. 

Mothers also scored the hospital low for 
their length of stay and for being treated 
with kindness and understanding after 
birth. 

In 2004 the hospital’s maternity unit 
was criticised for poor team work, weak 
management and leadership. 

New Cross said problems with commu¬ 
nication and visiting were caused by 
norovirus. 

Birthing partners were encouraged to 
support women in labour, but partners 
were not allowed to visit the ward areas. 

Head of midwifery Sandra Orton said: 
“Anything that points to us being less 
than the best is disappointing because the 
care, support and wellbeing of women 
birthing at New Cross is so important to 
everyone here. We received lots of positive 
comments from women.” 


Blind date - 60 years on 



Doreen and Darrell Churm celebrating their diamond 
anniversary and (inset) on their wedding day 


A COUPLE who met on a blind date as 
teenagers have celebrated their diamond 
wedding. 

Darrell Churm and wife-to-be Doreen 
met at the High Street Youth Club in 
Bilston and married four years later in St 
Martin’s Church, Bradley, after he was 
demobbed from the Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers. 

They first lived in Ettingshall and moved 
to their present home in Burlesdon Walk, 
Stow Heath, 30 years ago. 


Mr Churm, now 80, worked as a toolset- 
ter at the James Gibbons factory in St 
Johns, Wolverhampton, for 43 years while 
his wife (81) spent 32 years as an office 
worker at Steelway in Bilston. They have a 
son, Michael, 58. 

Mr Churm was manager of Manders, 
Wednesbury Tube and Union Locks foot¬ 
ball teams and received the Football Work¬ 
force County FA award in 2004 for his work 
as a ref. The anniversary was on December 
23. 
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Haunting pub tribute with 
Lanza ‘calling card’ plaque 


THE notorious artist who haunts 
pubs with drawings of opera singer 
Mario Lanza has struck again in the 
Black Country - and has left a new 
calling card in the shape of a blue 
plaque. 

The mystery figure, who usually 
draws the same cartoon image of Lanza 
on beermats and always includes a fact 
or a quote, has sent a hand-drawn 
plaque to the Cleveland Arms in 
Wolverhampton. 

The blue plaque, similar to the ones 
found on houses or landmark buildings 
of historical significance, announces 
that the “Mario Lanza ghostwriter 
haunts here”. 

The pub in Old Stowheath Lane, Wil- 
lenhall, was recently sent six beermats 
by the artist. That visit also prompted a 
professional documentary maker, 


Barney Snow, to visit the pub to make a 
film about the legendary ghost who has 
“haunted” the region since the late 
1970s. The documentary is still being 
made and is awaiting a broadcaster to 
show it. 

Will Adamson, aged 38, assistant 
manager of the pub, said: “He sent us 
the plaque through the post.We regard 
it as a great honour that he wants to 
haunt us. Whenever he visits anywhere 
it’s a real talking point. 

“No-one knows who he really is or 
why he’s so keen to draw pictures of 
Mario Lanza.It’s got everyone inter¬ 
ested.” 

The plaque is being displayed on a 
wall in the bar by the coffee machine. 

The Ghost almost always signs his 
work AJW. He currently has 87 fans on 
a page set up in his honour onFacebook. 



Assistant manager Will Adamson, with the 
‘plaque’ sent to the Cleveland Arms 


School’s 

Ofsted 


Swoops cop 294 
illegal workers 


success 

PUPILS at a Wolverhamp¬ 
ton high school are celebrat¬ 
ing after getting an 
impressive Ofsted report. 

Wednesfield High School 
was given a good rating with 
some outstanding features by 
inspectors, who visited the 
Lichfield Road school in 
October. The inspectors also 
commented in their report 
that the school was continu¬ 
ing to improve. 

Headteacher Claire Evans, 
who was appointed in Sep¬ 
tember 2008, said all staff 
and pupils were delighted 
with the rating. Miss Evans 
said: “The inspectors com¬ 
mented they had seen a con¬ 
tinued improvement at the 
school. 

The school was praised for 
its sixth form, ambition and 
student behaviour. The 
inspectors also rated the 
effectiveness of the school’s 
engagement with parents 
and carers as outstanding. 


ALMOST 300 illegal 
workers have been found at 
businesses in the West Mid¬ 
lands and Staffordshire 
during swoops by border 
agency officials in the last 
two years. 

New figures also show the 
Home Office department made 
almost 500 enforcement visits to 
firms in the area between 
November 2008 and the end of 
October last year. 

Employers can face a penalty 
of up to £10,000 for every illegal 
worker found. The figures from 
the border agency show that 
almost £1 million has been paid 
out in financial penalties in the 
ST, WS, WV, DY and B postcode 
areas. 

These cover the Staffordshire, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall, Dud¬ 
ley, Kidderminster, Sandwell 


and Birmingham areas. The 
penalties included payouts of 
more than £52,000 by firms in 
the DY or Dudley postcode area. 

In total, 294 illegal workers 
were found in the areas over the 
course of the two years. 

The highest number was in 
the B postcode area covering 
Birmingham and Sandwell, 
where 94 were discovered 
between November 2008 and 
October 2009. 

Deported 

Thirty-seven illegal workers 
were deported across the area 
over the course of the last two 
years after being found during 
enforcement visits to businesses 
in cases where a civil penalty 
was issued. 

They included three workers 
discovered working in the WS 
postcode, which covers Walsall 


and parts of Cannock, between 
November 2009 and October 
2010. 

Seven were also removed 
from the UK after officials 
visited firms in the WV, Wolver¬ 
hampton, postcode area 
between 2008 and 2009. 

Alison Spowage, UK Border 
Agency West Midlands assis¬ 
tant director, said: “We will con¬ 
tinue to crack down in 2011 on 
employers that don’t play by the 
rules. 

“Any company which takes on 
a foreign national without per¬ 
mission to work should be 
aware that they are potentially 
breaking the law as well as 
undermining law-abiding busi¬ 
nesses. 

“Rogue bosses should be 
warned that they face heavy 
fines and could end up in jail,” 
she added. 
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If you record TV programmes, a digital TV recorder could be Ihe best way to switch to digital. 
It lets you convert your existirigtelevision,aswell as record one programme while watching another. 
For more information visit digitalult.co.uk or call 08456 50 50 50. 


get set fo dhritalH 1 
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City stores look 
safe in HMV cuts 



Megan Bridges and Adrian Bentley, from Pets At Home, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, call for people to put food out for birds during the harsh weather 


HIGH STREET ^iant 
HMV is to close 60 stores 
after revealing a disas¬ 
trous Christmas sales 
slump but the Wolver¬ 
hampton store is safe. 

The music and DVD chain 
reported a drop in sales of 13.6 
per cent in the five weeks up to 
New Year’s Day. Heavy snow 
was a factor, but the company 
also admitted its core enter¬ 
tainment markets “remain 
weak”. 

HMV, which owns 400 
stores in five countries and 
311 Waterstone’s bookstores 
in the UK and Ireland, said it 
was too soon to say which 
stores would go. But HMV in 
Wolverhampton’s Mander 
Centre and Waterstone’s in 
Victoria Street are safe, said 
the group’s spokesman 
Gennaro Castaldo. 

Urgency 

The closures will take place 
over the next 12 months and 
the company will also seek a 
further £10m a year in cost 
savings as part of an urgent 
turnaround plan which 
includes a move into live 
music. 

Chief executive Simon Fox 
said: *‘The pace of change in 
the markets in which we 
operate underlines the 
urgency with which we must 
continue to transform.” 

One area of encouragement 
came from Waterstone’s, 
which improved sales to show 
a 0.4 per cent drop on a like- 
for-like basis in the five weeks 
leading up to January 1. 

Meanwhile fantasy gaming 
specialist Games Workshop 
has warned its full-year 
profits would miss forecasts 
due to “difficult trading condi¬ 
tions”. 


WILDLIFE lovers are being 
urged to take care of birds during 
the winter - as many are left strug¬ 
gling to find food and water in the 
cold snap. 

Bird populations can tumble 
during particularly harsh winters 
as prolonged frozen spells leave the 
ground covered in snow and ice. 

Experts advise leaving bowls of 
lukewarm water so birds have 
longer to snatch a drink before 
water freezes. Placing a tennis ball 


in the centre of the bowl can also 
help prevent it from freezing over. 
Birds burn a lot of energy, so 
weighty or fatty products such as 
unsalted peanuts, raisins, cooked 
rice, seeds, grain and fat balls are 
recommended foods. 

Adrian Bentley, of Pets at Home, 
on St John’s Retail Park, Wolver¬ 
hampton, said the store is offering 
discounts of up to 20 per cent on 
bird-boosting products to help them 
beat the freeze. 
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Guilty plea over 
cannabis find 

A MAN with previous convictions for anti-social 
behaviour had £140 worth of cannabis at his home 
when police armed with a search warrant raided the 
property. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard how the drug 
was wrapped in 15 separate portions but Carl 
Bagshaw insisted it was all for his own use. 

The 20-year-old, from Simpson Road, in Low Hill, 
pleaded guilty last week to possessing cannabis on 
November 12. 

He was ordered to do 40 hours of unpaid work by 
Recorder Jason Macadam who said: “All your previ¬ 
ous convictions are for anti-social behaviour.” 


Workmen’s water error 

WORKMEN were left red-faced last week after 
turning off water supplies to part of Wolverhampton 
by mistake. 

Engineers carrying out routine maintenance acci¬ 
dentally stopped supplies to homes in the Penn area. 

Houses were re-connected by 10.30am but Severn 
Trent Water said up to 150 homes were affected. A 
spokeswoman said: “The mistake happened whilst 
workers were installing water mains. We apologise 
to customers.” 


Mini village closer 
as plans submitted 


THE £150m transformation of 
Wolverhampton’s former Goodyear 
factory site into a mini village has 
moved closer to reality after plans 
were submitted for the work. 

The plans are for the creation of 314 
homes at the 88-acre site, off Stafford Road, 
as well as a new neighbourhood park. If 
given the go ahead, the housing develop¬ 
ment would be three times bigger than orig¬ 
inally proposed and create hundreds of 
jobs. 

Developer St Modwen has teamed up 
with city housebuilder Persimmon to 
develop part of the landmark site. It had 
originally planned to build 85 properties 
comprising two, three and small four- 
bedroom houses and some apartments at 
the entrance, but has now agreed details of 


a much bigger scheme. 

St Modwen has also submitted plans for 
a new 17.5-acre neighbourhood park to the 
north of the site that will be adopted by the 
city council when complete. Plans for the 
park include a new pond with specially- 
planted reeds to cleanse the water, while a 
woodland area between the park and 
railway will be enhanced with new trees 
and hedges. 

Milestone 

Play equipment will also be installed for 
children aged up to 14, existing tennis 
courts will be refurbished and new sports 
pitches, a multi-use games area and special 
cycle route will be created. 

John Dodds, Midlands regional director 
for St Modwen, said: “This is a significant 
site for Wolverhampton with major rede¬ 


velopment potential and we are working to 
create a thriving new mixed-use commu¬ 
nity here. 

“The submission of two major planning 
applications signifies a real milestone for 
the rebirth of this local landmark, which in 
turn, will create hundreds of new jobs.” 

Work is already under way on ground 
clearing works at the Goodyear site, as well 
as the creation of a new access road and an 
Aldi supermarket. 

A new school is also set to be created to 
replace Oxley Primary. 

At one point, more than 5,000 staff 
worked at the factory, which was reduced to 
rubble two years ago. 

Goodyear is keeping a presence at the 
site, with a 70-year-old sports and social 
club staying in Stafford Road along with a 
re-tread unit with 450 workers. 
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Hands-on history lesson 
helped author with novel 



It was joining battle re-enactments by the Friends of Dudley Castle, like 
this one with Roger Richards, that helped Robert Aston’s research 


Robert Aston 
with his book 
Jack O’Beans, 
which he 
hopes will give 
people an 
insight into the 
medieval items 
and attractions 
dotted around 
the Black 
Country and 
get them 
looking into 
local history 



A n author is hoping to capture 
the imagination of the Black 
Country with his novel that 
delves into the history of Dudley 
Castle. 

Robert Aston was inspired to write 
after attending a creative writing 
course at Dudley Library and has since 
published his first novel, Jack 
O’Beans. 

It is set during the 13th century in the 
medieval age when Dudley Castle was a 
hive of activity. It tells the tale of Jack, a 
young boy who constantly finds himself in 
some sort of trouble. 

The 72-year-old, of Oak Street, Coseley, 
describes Jack O’Beans as a logical version 
of Jack and the Bean Stalk and believes it 
should appeal locally as the book is based 
on real historical events which took place 
across the Black Country. 

Robert was born in Oxford but returned 


A creative writing course made Robert Aston realise he had a story. Now 
he has published his first book and tells CHRIS FEEHAN about it 


to his Black Country roots when he moved 
to Dudley to live with his grandmother in 
1948. 

The author says: “A Dudley based 
company, John Thompsons, sent me to 
night school once a week and I decided I 
wanted to become the student of the year 
because I’d heard it meant I’d study at 
Cambridge University.” 

He won the award and spent a term 
there. “The experience changed me, I went 
from dunce to student and I decided I 
wanted to become an academic,” he says. 

Robert went to Birmingham University, 
where he obtained a degree, and continued 
to work there are as a staff member until 
retirement. He then took up writing and 
attended the creative writing course. 

He says: “It was a real eye opener I found 
myself on the course along with 12 women, 
it was there I realised everybody has a story 


and every story deserved to be told.” 

Mr Aston sent a few episodes detailing 
Jack’s adventures to the Black Country 
Bugle. The tales became a frequent feature 
and he decided to turn them into a book. 

Robert began researching Middle English 
and participated in battle re-enactments 
held by the Friends of Dudley Castle on the 
castle grounds. 

He says: “Joining the Friends of Dudley 
Castle has made writing the book a lot more 
hands on, you can really get a feel for the 
castle and it is amazing how much the other 
members know about the castle’s history 

“There are so many medieval items and 
attractions dotted around the area and I 
hope my book will give people an insight 
into them and hopefully get them looking 
into our local history.” 

The book is available to buy from online 
book stores and some local book shops. 
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Digital Aerials 
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£20 OFF 



sl«i tMi ariMri 

S T i St* jmkIbt |M*' tiHliSnlMi 

pU «l • IMf I will 
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OAP Disco Jit 
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A Local Buaneo You Can Trust 
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DOORS, FASCIAS & SOFFITS! 


BARGAIN BASELEITT 
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Garden Village 


Visit our oth*r shops on th* pardon villag*... 

Indoor MEirlflet Every SsitLindEiy Eind Sunday 
SliopE AvEiilEibleTo Open In FebrLEiry 
Mew Emporium Opening Soon (Speices Sti II AvsiilEible) 




VINE GROVE CAFE 

DELICIOUS CREAM TEAS NOW BEING SERVED! 

DOG GROOMERS - 

COLLECTION SER'ilCE AVAILABLE 

CAR SPA - + VALET 

MALE VQURCAR UIE NEY i FROM H! 

CANDLES £ MORE 

STOCKISTS OF YANKEE CANDLES 


OLIVERS - 

TLE FINEST IN SI-HBB7 CHC FDR 
TLE H01E: CH9CQ TOM 80 

THE ATTIC - 

SOMETHNG OLD,SOMETHNG F£Y i 

BABY AND INFANT WEAR 

07905 IM8TI 

IOTH HOLE GOLF SHOP - 

01902 TOO TTI 

■vvtf ffir.v^sidy.cain 


| CHL Otft&LV VHLM3L SfT£ O FFKX FOR INFORNWiON: ] 

B Q«Jhi W ^Si^PMwfai^iVWiiTI - B- 

I Riiw 4ii 07994 9I70SS !01902 701645 ' 


GVD ww ;^!“: co ' uk GVD 

Diivtway^ Stvn^TrMKhivwila and all of Greuidwoilcs 


-SAND 
-CB1ENT 
-AGGREGATES 
■ ROCKERY 
■TUBE 
-MADE TO 
MEASURE SHE 
- LOO CABINS 
-KNCINGPANE 


-DECORATIVE 
GRAVEL 
-WOOD BARK 
-GRAVE BOARDS 
-TIMER 
-BLOCK PAVING 
-NATURAL STONE 
PAVING 
■POSTS 

-SUMMERHOUSES 


- RAILWAY SLEEPBS -HARDWARE SHOP 

SPECIALISTS IN: 

TARMACHG 
BLOCK FWlVHO 
FB4CV4G A. DECKING 
DRIVEWAYS PATHS AND PATIOS 



BEST PRICES ON 
BULK 

AGGREGATES 


RHG FOR OUR BEST SALE 
PRICE ON FENCE PANELS! 


CONTACT US HOW OH: 


01902 701645 


% 


ema il: gv-develop ments@ live yco.ii Ic 


«$* 

CF 


Father’s 
drug bid 
to fund 
presents 

A FATHER from 
Wolverhampton grew 
drugs at his home to 
raise money to buy 
Christmas presents for 
his children, a court 
heard. 

But the bid backfired 
when police uncovered 
the cannabis farm by 
chance while searching 
the address for the 
brother of its occupant, 
Marcus Straker. 

Officers found 32 
plants being cultivated 
in a bedroom at the prop¬ 
erty in Glenfield, Pende- 
ford, on October 21, 
prosecutor Mr Ben 
Williams told Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court. 

The lawyer said that 
Straker hoped to make 
money to buy Christmas 
presents for his children. 

Evicted 

The 30-year-old, who 
has sons aged six and 
seven and whose wife is 
expecting another child, 
had diverted the electric¬ 
ity supply to the 
cannabis farm to avoid 
having to pay for the 
power, the court was told. 

Straker and his family 
have now been evicted as 
a result of the police find 
and are now living in a 
single room in emergency 
accommodation, said 
Miss Sarah Hurd, 
defending. 

Straker, now of Keats 
Road, The Scotlands, 
admitted producing 
cannabis and using elec¬ 
tricity without authority 
and was given a six- 
month jail term, sus¬ 
pended under 

supervision for 18 
months, with 100 hours 
of unpaid work. 


Eagle distribution 
site fails to take off 


A LANDMARK £20 million 
business centre on the Black 
Country Route is still empty - 
more than 18 months after 
being unveiled in a blaze of 
glory. 

The Citadel building, a 321,000 
sq ft distribution centre featuring 
a striking eagle emblem in 
Wolverhampton, was launched in 
July, 2009, and put on the market 
to buy or rent. Months ago, estate 


agent Knight Frank said a deal 
had been struck with a tenant 
who was taking over the entire 
site and that they were expected 
to move in before Christmas. 

But the landmark site was still 
empty last week and the company 
is now not commenting on its 
future. 

The building’s centrepiece 
eagle emblem, which bosses had 
hoped would become a well- 
known symbol of prosperity at the 


site, has been surrounded with 
“for lease” posters in a bid to find 
a tenant to take it over. 

Councillor Bert Turner, who 
represents Bilston East, said: “It 
would be nice to see something 
happening at the site. The main 
thing is that it could be providing 
lots of jobs for local people and 
that’s what we want. It’s a land¬ 
mark building and we’d like to see 
it brought into use.” 

The Citadel was created by 
Hertfordshire-based John 

McKenna, who has produced 
several other notable pieces of 
public artwork for industrial sites 
in the Black Country. 

It was paid for by Australian 
pension fund Goodman Group. A 
further £3 million was pumped 
into the scheme by doomed 
regional development agency 
Advantage West Midlands. 

The site, at one time a sewage 
works, had been disused for many 
years. 

Tributes paid to 
music teacher 

A FORMER head of music at 
Wolverhampton Girls’ High 
School has died aged 71. Col¬ 
leagues described Mary Langford 
as “a lovely person” and “excellent 
teacher”. 

She was based at the school, in 
Tettenhall Road, from 1963 to the 
early 1990s. Mrs Langford’s 
husband Peter has paid tribute to 
his wife, who died at home in 
Gornal Wood, Dudley. 

She had been battling ovarian 
cancer for the past two years. Mrs 
Langford, nee Rees, had grown up 
in Fallings Park. She attendeed 
the girls’ school as a pupil before 
later returning as head of music. 

She met her husband at Dar¬ 
lington Methodist Church where 
he has been organist since 1972. 



Empty - the landmark Citadel warehouse is still waiting 
for a business to move in 



Proud - but the iconic eagle emblem is now 
surrounded by several For Lease signs 


M C KITCHEN WASTE DISPOSERS 



THE SLOP BUCKET ALTERNA TUT! 


Tel: 01O02 733718 or 07973 401602 



install the nntst-have aatupactanddis*?eet sink typiimuxfor safe, hygienic and instant disposalof/<■**$ wturte. 


!n-Sink>-Erator - prices start from L / 96 fated. * 

Other mrwteh armlahte —/it-Sink-brrthtr or h'nuthe 

Martanties frttm 2years to lifetime - dependent ti/ton make turd modcJ 



Critulfbod taste into tiny panicle* in XA»/uis t<Murut knives or blades 
(innvui ftarticJas flush a*<ay the kihrkan chain 
Minimise that emyntiaga hc*:taria, ut.wcts and verntin 

Clean, Cim\?ttientatid Envirivun&ititty kriendiy 
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interiors italia 

contemporary living by classic furniture 



Elegant Dining Table + 6 Chairs 



Usually £1,199 NOW £599 

Stunning Real Marble 
Dining Table + 6 Chairs 



Usually £2,399 NOW £999 

Roma German Collection 
Overhead, Corner Cabinet, 3 Door Wardrobe 



Usually Cl ,899 NOW £999 


79a Darlington Street, 
Wolverhampton WV1 4JD 
01902428489 

email: interiorsrtalia®hotmail.co.uk 


Stunning Real Marble 
Dining Table + 6 Chairs 

'H 




Usually £2,399, NOW £999 

Gabriella Italian Leather 
Sofa Suite 3+2 
- c -nar 


u,— 


ONLY £699 Colours subject to availability 


Comtemporary 
Dining Table 
+ 6 Chairs 

Usually £999, 

NOW £399 



NEW EXTENDED SHOWROOM 

Open: Monday - Saturday 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Open: Sunday & Bank Holidays 1 lain - 4.00pm 

c ffen/aM on production of MtoadvM oirfy srxf am stocks jasf 
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COMPETITION 


Countryside cure for 
those winter blues 


AFTER this harsh winter the ideal tonic would be a short 
break away at a lovely hotel in the countryside - and even 
better if it is free! 

The Chronicles series has teamed up with The Fairwater 
Flead Hotel to offer a full two nights break for two in a double 
room and full breakfast to the value to £520 for two people 
with complimentary lunch and dinners in the Greenfields 
Brazzerie. 

Tucked away in peaceful countryside and approached 
down leafy lanes of Hawkchurch - the 'village of roses' - the 
Fairwater Flead Hotel is on the Dorset/Devon border just five 
miles from Lyme Regis and the Jurassic coast - England's 
first natural World Heritage Site which covers 95 miles of 
truly stunning coastline from east Devon to Dorset. 

It is the ideal location for touring or simply relaxing in the 
hotel's award-winning gardens and restaurant. 

Extensive 

All the hotel's light and airy en suite bedrooms have views 
over the hotel's extensive two-acre gardens and some look 
even further over the Axe Valley. All rooms have freeview tel¬ 
evision, radio, telephone, hairdryer and tea and coffee 
making facilities (with Devon fresh milk of course), soft white 
duvets and Egyptian cotton towels. 

The Greenfields Brazzerie gives visitors the chance to 
enjoy the best of Devon and Dorset produce cooked by the 
hotel's award-winning chefs. Only local ingredients are used 
to ensure the utmost freshness and quality. 

The lucky winners will arrive on Friday evening for their 
fully-inclusive weekend. They will be greeted with a comple¬ 
mentary bottle of champagne and stay in one of the top 
rooms in the Edwardian main house. Also included is dinner 
and wine for Friday and Saturday night and lunch for Satur¬ 
day and Sunday. 



Delightful setting of the Fairwater Head Hotel 


HOW TO ENTER 

To win simply answer the following question 

What is the name of the brazzerie? 

Send your answer to HOTEL COMPETITION, Chronicle series 
(editorial), 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. Closing 
date Thursday, January 20, 2011. 

Usual rules apply. Editor’s decision is final. Only one entry per household. 
The break is available until June 30 (subject to availability) and is for two adults 
or one adult and one child. 



Sweeping staircase off the reception area 


The spacious dining room 


originfurniture 


Six ItoHfcj 
fnm>d Straw! 
WeA r grfqrTfilpi 

VSV2 4CL 

QjefclU Nf XT Sc Jo4ns Set* Psrs) 
01902 544746 


PRICES HELD NO VAT INCREASE!!! 



Also at: 

•Qyr Ft** U’mJiIc Street 
Rllslofi, WV14 OSS 
01902 <196032 


SALE UP T015% OFF 


Alev at 
14 Whitburn s-'vrr 
Bridgnorth WV 16 4 QN 
01746 335090 
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COURSES FROM 

LESS THAN 

£1 PER DAY! 
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LADES ONLY 

CALL D190Q399393 


FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF 
HOW WE CAN HELP YOU 
ACHIEVE THE FIGLRE& 
FfTNESS YOU DESERVE 


LADES ONLY 

CALL 0190233<399i 


COURSES FROM 

LESS THAN 

£1 PER DAY! 
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Help Compton Hospice 




to refurbish its in-patient and day care 
facilities by making a donation today. 
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ADULT KICKBOXING 
BEGINNER CLASSES 
FREE WEEK TRIAL 


Mon 24th JAN 2011 at 6.30pm 
Tue 25th JAN 2011 at 6.30pm 
Wed 26th JAN 2011 at 6.30pm 
Thur 27th JAN 2011 at 6.3Qpm 

6000 SQFT KICKBOXING CENTRt ^T\ 


Perfect for 
Weight Loss 
Fitness & Body Toning 




/ TAUGHT BY 
V^ORLD CHAMPIOI 
FRAH^ZU&pALA 

TEMPEST STREET (BE 


TRY US OUT FOR 
ONE WEEK 
FREE! Ci 


0800 2983512 

AfWW. ECLIPSEKI CKBOXING.CO. U K 

;EN SAINSBURY'S AND WILKINSONS) 
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Woman have the final 


word in house choice 



W hen it comes to buying a new 
home women are most likely to 
have the final say on which is 
bought, while men are left to pick up the 
cost and paperwork, according to a 
survey. 

FindaProperty.com, one of the UK’s 
leading property portals, surveyed over 
2000 people to find which gender was most 
active in the house buying process. 

The research revealed that traditional 
gender stereotypes are alive and well with 
women making the key nesting decisions 
and men look after the financial and legal 
aspects of moving. 

Two thirds (62.9%) of women make the 
ultimate decision on whether to buy a new 
property - twice the number of men who 
take on that responsibility (37.2%). 

FindaProperty.com property analyst 
Nigel Lewis said: “It is clear that more 
women than men prefersorting out the initial 


■ Gender roles in homebuying i 

Activity 

Male 

Female 

Search for property 

32.8% 

67.2% 

Choose location 

35.1% 

64.9% 

Decide on property 

37.2% 

62.9% 

Legal & financial 

54.3% 

45.6% 


stages of a property search which means fil¬ 
tering potential homes by location, size, 
proximity to local amenities and appear¬ 
ance. Men, on the other hand, tend to be 
keener on helping make the final decision 
and sorting out the financial and legal 
aspects of a move. 

“But both of these roles are equal in 
importance and illustrate how a team effort 
is needed to secure the perfect home.” 

The internet proves a particularly popular 
way for both men and women to search for 
a new home with 61.4 per cent people 
admitting to looking at properties online 
everyday and almost nine in 10 receiving 
regular property email alerts. 

The main reason for looking at property 
online was the ease of being able to see, and 
receive alerts, on when properties in their 


Couple are increasingly using the Inter¬ 
net their hunt for a new home but it’s 
women who decide which one to buy 

price bracket become available (49.1 per 
cent). One in five (22.7 per cent) like looking 
at properties without having to speak to an 
agent. 

A further 19.1 per cent just like browsing. 
Three per cent compare their own properties 
with others in the area, and a further 3.1 % 
just want to see what they might be able to 
afford one day. 

Mr Lewis added: “The internet has revolu¬ 


tionised the way we look for property and 
property portals in particular have made the 
experience easier, allowing house hunters to 
search for, and focus on, the aspects which 
are important to them. 

“The fact that so many people receive 
property email alerts or browse properties 
online demonstrates how looking for your 
next home has almost become a national 
pastime.” 
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The 

Lytton School 

of Dance 

VISIT US CM 

flo fHki r\oecoAiH 


N0FRILISVLEI) IS A NEW WEIGHT 
LOSS V1RY LOW CALORIE DIET, 
AFFORDABLE BY EVERYONE. 
SAME GREAT RESULTS AS OTHER 
LEADING LIQUID DIETS 


Mfrillsvled.co.uk or 


LOSE A MINIMUM OF ANTONY A 
MONTH. LISLIY imm IN Y WEEKS 
BUY ONLINE; OR JOIN A SMALL CROUP. 
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Family Fitne// 

©nWEVWOJCER • 

Thai Boxing & Boxing 

U Sett Defence . Weight Loss ; 
Confidence. Motivation 


thechronicle 


NEV\WEAR«NEV\WOU 



01902311800 

www.fwlitness.co.uk 


Spring ahead with 
the Riviera touch 


FORGET the gloomy weather out¬ 
doors and think of the sun-kissed 
beaches of the French Riviera. 

It’s the new season and time to 
update your make-up so check out the 
new No 7 range. It’s available at Boots 
stores and promises to transport you to 
the glamour and white-washed beaches 
of 1960s St Tropez. 

Dive into the shimmering aqua and 
coral found in the new eye palette, gel 
eyeliners, lipsticks and nail polishes to 
recreate the playful beauty of the rich 
and famous. The range is all wrapped 
up in the chic Monet-esque design. 

Shimmering 

No 7 make-up artist Lisa Eldridge, 
one of the most highly-regarded make¬ 
up artists on the scene, is famous for 
her understated approach to beauty. 

She loves the three gel eyeliners and 
the beautiful eye palette. The eye 
shadow quartet contains the prettiest 
washes with ‘barely there’ beiges, 
corals, pinks and shimmering 
turquoises and greens, all evocative of 
the Cote d’Azur. Teamed with the strong 


liners and the pale pouty lip colours the 
look is more than a little 60s Riviera 
starlet. 

And there are three ‘must haves’ for 
the new season - mascara to give you 
curved and volumised lashes; matte 
foundation for the flawless look and 
tinted triple protection moisturiser with 
5-star UVA - an unbeatable protection 
against the main cause of ageing. 

And for that often forgotten area, 
hands, which have taken a battering 
over this harsh winter, there is the 
Protect and Perfect intense day hand 
cream with the same 5-star UVA protec¬ 
tion and to really pamper them, the 
intense overnight hand treatment for 
hands in the need of a boost. 

These are just some new additions to 
the vast and acclaimed Protect and 
Perfect range. The No 7 range is in 
Boots stores and often has three for two 
offers or money off vouchers available 
when buying other Boots products 

• Check out the full range in store, 
prices correct at time of going to press. 
Limited editions available from January 
26-March 22. 



The new No 7 collection 





These 
limited 
edition nail 
polishes are 
in Sugar 
and Spice 
- £7.50 


l!Mt 

v. 

■ 

r ^ 


Intense overnight 
revitalising hand 
treatment 
-£12.50 


N 


Limited edition gel eyeliners in black, blue and turquoise - £10.50 




CHIROPODY 
& PODIATRY 

Six Ways Clinic 
HFC/State Registered 
Tom Casey BSc (Hons), KOCHS, SRCH 


T^ealntenls far; 

• Nails, callus, corns, verrucas 

• Diabolic and arthritic foot 

• Heel and forefoot pain 

• Ingrown toenails and nai sngery 

• Functional and biomechanical issues 

• Conditions needing orthotics/insoles 

c Friendly Personal Service 
c Medical Centre Facilities 
c Securo Parking 
o Disabled Access 
o Centrally Located 
O Home Visits Available 


Presentations and talks are available to interested groups 
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umsEx salon 


NOW OPEN } 

CUT PRICE DAYS < 

Hoir Extensions ) 
Trims , Layering, 4 
Fe altering ■ 

Curling , Straighten- j 
ing and nxxet 

Open Monday To / 
Saturday 

} 0am lb 5pm i 

104 Clifton Street, Sedtfey WV14 9HB 
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TOWN 

CETH£ 


everything for 
the decorator 

with the widest choice o! wallpapers in the UK 

7.000 designs 11.1 N DO I rolls instock 


Italian heavyweight vinyls 

Ware E25-E50 NOW E5 E10 /roll 


Full range available 

■i "“£1.55 

\ Now 


l!\ 


DESIGNER RANGES 

Huge selection available to order, including- 

* Harlequli * Sanderson Casadeco, * Artlzan 

* Farrow & Bah * Cole & Son* Osborne & Little 

* Wllman Interiors * Stand Kydd * Morris & Co 


\ £69.99 

*• Now 

' £39.99 


Was 

£11.99 

Now 

£8.99 


White 


d©D W.!' ' 

Was £10.00 

Now £4.99 


Factory Showroom 


SJ.DIxon & Son Ltd 


Old Heath Road 


Wolverhampton 
WV1 2SS 

Tel: 01902 872240 

Mon • Frt: 9 .im - Spin 
Sab 9am- 1pm 
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LEARN TO DANCE NOW 

gjgj 

Make a Now Social Ufo In 2011 



HAPPY FEET DANCE CENTRE OFFERS THE 
FOLLOWING NEW CLASSES 
BEGINNERS 

ADULT'S BALLROOM • LATIN 

Acrr> Jsn t2fn AtM 13 pn* 

ntUMfl'dt Jurior Jtiod, FrchWhlHosul 
Tlu trti.v IYoiti .ti 1 1 < 2117 . 3 G- 0 30 piri 
it a John* Metioitst Cfiich rtuveihimiMon Rend En*t, Rcfrlnq Co*s 

0yy&i 

arai'/* S X pit. - C->.X|¥Ti 

oi INbh vf Tptsri Tan * jitaI Sq ias h C$Jb, NeUrckJ ae OwcefTi , Tettm h^l 

ADULTGAi&A PLUS KI 20 MBA BAOHATA ETC 

SuiLt^ tannin ?lit)00-330|^Ti 

Hi >x« Y^tn i|_vte< Te rte & OaiMh C M>.r* to Cmifdt H 

i^hKdTrftattJirnati 7 is-eYspn 

RtUplWbAi for Octal 

CHLDRENS CLASSES - BALLROOM & LATIN 
- FROM 3 YEARS UPWARDS 

Sj'iiiv i nor ri e* dertoran 1 C. 30 j/tvIJC prn 

PP WE(JBSSCWC - NIBRW© I »3JT AND) fiDWKB> C LASSES AND 
•#.tEHjL>' Deices MJSj hV^LASiX . 

Dttaik ft on* Angela Hoirwat on 01902 346312 or 
Bikm Go stay on 01902 33S917 


thochranicle 
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In the running 
for fitter future * 


IF you want to know how to get in 
shape, exercise is the key. 

The tricky bits are: 

How to get, and remain motivated for the 
effort which will be required; What to do to 
get the most benefit from the minimum 
amount of effort; What you absolutely must 
do when you start out; What you absolutely 
must NOT do when you start out 

Motivation is a tricky one. We all like the 
idea of being able to get a great, trim body 
without any effort. However, we all know 
that life is never that simple. Sorry, but it’s 
going to take some effort. All of a sudden it 
doesn’t look so attractive. Maybe I haven’t 
got time to start right now... maybe next 
week... 

If you do really want to make a difference 
to your body, some things are certain: 

If you carry on doing what you’re doing 
now, nothing will change. If you are not pre¬ 
pared to put any effort in, you won’t even 
get started. If you hate the activity which 
you are going to do to get in shape, you will 
not last the distance. If you don’t start 
seeing results pretty quickly, you’ll give up 

This may sound harsh, but you may as 
well know the truth. The good news is that, 
if you are prepared to do some work, you 
can make huge gains, and pretty fast too. 

First you need to sort out your motivation. 
This really is just a question of thinking 
about what you want to achieve. 

Freedom 

Once you’ve become motivated, it’s all 
pretty easy to get in shape. First, decide 
what to do. There are loads of different 
activities which you could choose, some 
better than others at helping you achieve 
your goals. But the key is to find something 
(or things) which you enjoy doing. Try as 
many different things as you can, and find 
out what you enjoy doing. 

What about running? Many people hated 
it at school but now enjoy the freedom. 

The benefits are that you can run any¬ 
where you like, you are not dependant 
upon anyone else turning up (like team 
games), you can think about what you like, 
without background noise from other 
people, enjoy being out in the countryside, 
admiring the scenery and can run as fast or 
slow as you like. 

But you may prefer the social aspect to 


joining a team (e.g. basketball, football, etc), 
or the competitive aspect of joining a club 
(e.g. swimming, athletics, tennis etc). It 
doesn’t matter, as long as you enjoy it! 

Now for another major truth for answering 
the question: How to get in shape? That is, 
that the more vigorous the exercise, the 
better it is for you, and the faster you’ll 
make improvements. 

No-one runs slowly or cycles at a snail’s 
pace for fun. It’s human nature to want to go 
faster, to make more dramatic advances in 
your fitness, as well as beating your per¬ 
sonal records. So everyone who is trying to 
get in shape will naturally want to put as 
much effort as possible in, to get the 
maximum benefit out. 

Doctor 

Studies of people exercising have shown 
that the maximum benefit derives from the 
principle of progressive overload. That is 
doing an activity at a slightly higher level 
than you’ve done it before, then resting, 
then repeating. The human body is great at 
adapting to this sort of regime, and this is 
the way to make really fast progress in your 
health kick. 

Now to the two other questions at the 
start of this page. First - what MUST you do 
before starting to get in shape? You must 
get checked out by a doctor. No one likes 
doing this, but only someone who has phys¬ 
ically examined you can advise you about 
what you can do. Some people may need to 
start out with non-impact exercise (e.g. 
cycling or swimming) until they have build 
up their leg muscles (and/or lost sufficient 
weight) to enable their bodies to be able to 
take more vigorous exercise. Others may 
need to take special care with some other 
part of their bodies. 

Level 

If your doctor does advise you not to do a 
particular thing at the outset, don’t be put 
off the whole idea. Don’t forget that human 
bodies are supremely adaptable, so as you 
start doing even the lowest level of exercise, 
your body becomes stronger. So over a 
period of time you can build up to doing 
things you never thought possible. 

If 70-year-olds can start training for 
marathons, and actually finish them, there 
are virtually no limits to what you could 
achieve with the right level of application. 



Enjoy the freedom and the countryside 
views when you are out running 

Lastly, what must you NOT do when 
starting out? The most important thing is to 
avoid trying to make progress too fast. 
Assuming that you are out of shape to start 
with, you need to be very careful not to try 
too hard at first. If you can’t cross the road 
without breaking into a sweat, trying to run 
as hard as you can for 30 seconds could kill 
you. So start gently, and build up. 

Once you have built your fitness, you can 
start the progressive overload mentioned 
earlier to make more rapid gains. But if you 
try too hard right at the beginning, you run 
the risk of injuring yourself, and having to 
wait for your body to repair before you get 
started again. So if you want to know how 
to get in shape follow this advice and most 
importantly HAVE FUN! 

To find out more, go to www.getfitfeel- 
great.co.uk 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


THIS YEAR 

GET FIT WITH 

TAI CHI 


B#£ir*nws class Thursday 7 pm SurtaWftfor all ap»s and abilities 

5 Lessons for £15 

Why not catt fn and try it? 

No uniform, no running around or push-ups, 
a relaxed and friendly atmosphere 

Reduces st. css fevehr Sowers Mood pressure, dittos core strenath, 
bafontr and utabHfty, frreprouts frxibfiky and promotes qood 
coordination ski! to, improves owraN wetHwing and it is funi 


Phone Jon on 07824 860467 for more details, 
or just call round on a Thursday and join in 
$t Mar/s Church HhII. Bushhury Lare, Buihbury, 

H the junction of Bush bury Lane and Road VUVIO BJP 


Aisc clawei Wednesday evening 7 pm 
Dumton village Hall, Just off Jrtl 3 of the U 16 STJ .8 9 AG 

TLJGiB r entered, CRB checked intruder Fully Insured Inttructicn 
• Tai Chi hand form • Tm Chi Snorri Form • Tai Chi hruacisurerd Form • 
• T* Oil 51 Alt Form • Chi Gungjai Gar^I E*prcUe& • 


A FEELING OF 

WELLBEING AND RELAXATION 


B e£irtwr*T&i Chi (lapses haw 
.started this year In Bushhu ry, 
rurry Thursday at St Msuy’* 
Church Hal in BushJbury Lane. We 
talked to the Senior T.-u Chi 
fctttiuctoo Fon Lambert,tofind out 
more about this popular Chitoese 
health and fit nets method. 
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flick to than. 
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I hRue learnt t Hr! this need unt be 1het*>e. 
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the DU 



LAST year ended on a 
high for Adele with the 22- 
year-old singer from north 
London returning with the 
soulful single Rolling In The 
Deep and giving excep¬ 
tional televised perform¬ 
ances at the Royal Variety 
Show and on Later with 
Jools Holland. 

A graduate of Croydon's Brit 
School, the soul songstress hit 
the big time early in 2008 with 
her single Chasing Pavements 
and debut album 19. 

This month she releases her 
second album, 21, the age she 
was when she wrote most of 
the songs, and will come to 
Birmingham in April as part of 
her European tour. 



Second album 21 
could be key to 
door of success 


On the new album, she said: 
“It’s taken a while and it 
knocked me for six when 
writing it. It’s different from 19, 
it’s about the same things but 
in a different light. 

Changes 

“I deal with things differently 
now. I’m more patient, more 
honest, more forgiving and 
more aware of my own flaws, 
habits and principles. Some¬ 
thing that comes with age I 
think. So fittingly this record is 
called 21. 

“The whole reason I called 
my first album 19 was about 
cataloging what happened to 
me then and who I was then, 


like a photo album you see the 
progression and changes in a 
person throughout the years. 

“I tried to think of other 
album titles but couldn’t come 
up with anything that repre¬ 
sented the album properly, I 
kept swerving 21 thinking it 
was obvious. But why not be 
obvious?" 

21 is released on January 24 
and was recorded in Malibu 
with legendary producer Rick 
Rubin and in London with Flo¬ 
rence and the Machine and 
Plan B producer Paul Epworth. 

Adele will be in concert at 
the HMV Institute in Digbeth, 
Birmingham, on Monday, April 
18. 


Smoke Fairies cast a spell of their 
own - page 35 


Bluntly speaking, No Tears heralds 
a fresh start for the birthday boy 


JAMES Blunt has put introspec¬ 
tion on the back burner and sees 
his third album, Some Kind of 
Trouble, as an upbeat fresh new 
start. 

He will have extra reason to celebrate 
at his concert in Wolverhampton on 
February 22, it's his 37th birthday. 

The singer-songwriter and Sandhurst 
graduate found superstardom thanks to 
his hugely successful songs You're 
Beautiful and Goodbye My Lover from 
his 2004 debut album Back to Bedlam, 
which went on to become one of the 


biggest selling albums of the decade in 
the UK. 

His second album, 2007's All The Lost 
Souls, topped the charts in 10 countries 
and sold five million copies, yielding the 
hits 1973 and Carry You Home. 

The latest album, released late last 
year is described by the former Life 
Guards officer from Wiltshire as “spon¬ 
taneous”. He said of the recording in 
London: “Previously I would write a 
song and we'd go and record it later. 

This time it was very much ‘come in with 
nothing’. There was a sense of energy 
and excitement.” 


That doesn't mean the album is 
scared to tackle heavy topics. The 
album's anchor is No Tears, a “summing 
up of life”. 

He added: "There are certain songs 
along the way that are milestones. 
Goodbye My Lover was that song on 
the first album, Same Mistake was from 
the second. No Tears is my milestone on 
this album.” 

The latest single from the album, So 
Far Gone, was released earlier this 
month and James Blunt will be in 
concert at Wolverhampton Civic Hall on 
Tuesday, February 22. 



Birthday concert date for Blunt at the Civic 


Rising stars help Tim realise his 
songwriting dream - page 42 
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cArme l^Maurant 

Exclusive Bangladeshi / Indian Cuisine 

29Scfew)l V*o harrtiarTfiCDn UlYl 4Lft 

Tel: 01902 423068 

Wivvy. tffuserestavronlcom 

L§*>r.t •] *x»f «urruj-miovi xaup r. i latnr. 


2kr1 


ai d mg in aft; 
Sintey n Hiratoy 
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10% Discount on orders collected over £15 

Free I lame Delivery service Available 
Pierce reserueto ivomJ merit 

••jmo 

Dine in and bring your 
own alcohol 

Allr*il 

OiK|ja rcc^tKiaii ■ Imibas and 
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Enjoy a stress free 
quality coach holiday 
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the pulse 


Smoke Fairies cast 
a spell of their own 

THE HAUNTING sound of the Smoke Fairies will be 
heard at Birmingham's Glee Club next Wednesday (19). 

Best friends Katherine Blamire and Jessica Davies grew 
up in the quiet Sussex cathedral city of Chichester where 
they first started playing music as 13-year-olds, after 
finding guitars stashed away in cupboards at their respec¬ 
tive family homes and discovering Jessica's mum's collec¬ 
tion of 1970s vinyl. 

The result was that whilst their friends were listening to 
Britpop, Katherine and Jessica were listening to Crosby, 
Stills, Nash and Young. Studies took them to America, 
where New Orleans cast a music spell over the pair. Then 
came their first visit to Sidmouth Folk Festival, where they 
discovered British folk music in all its variety. 

The duo's distinctive blend of blues and folk has cast a 
spell of its own over many who have heard them, including 
celebrity fans Jack White (of The White Stripes) and 
Richard Hawley, who have both championed and recorded 
with the Smoke Fairies. 

Their debut album Through Low Light And Trees is out 
now and the pair play the Glee, in the Arcadian Centre, on 
Wednesday. Tickets cost £7 in advance. Call 0871 472 
0400 or visit www.glee.co.uk 



The Smoke Fairies are best friends and grew up together 


' £ # 


e Three Phantoms (from left) Mathew 
Cammelle, John Owen-Jones and Earl 
Carpenter (also pictured as The Phantom) 

I (Main picture by Rita Michelberger © Ginger Boy Pro¬ 
ductions Limited 2010; inset picture by Clive Barda) 

Phantoms join forces 


THREE West End regulars who have each played the 
Phantom of the Opera will be getting together at Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome for a one-off concert of 'Phantastic' 
music which will include songs from other well-known 
shows. 

The Three Phantoms on February 20, stars John Owen- 
Jones, Earl Carpenter and Matthew Cammelle. Owen- 
Jones and Carpenter are returning to the Hippodrome 
after playing the roles of Jean Valjean and Javert in Les 
Miserables at the Birmingham theatre last year, as part of 
the blockbuster show’s 25th anniversary tour. Cammelle 
currently stars in the international tour of Mamma Mia. 

They will be joined by the Concert Philharmonic 
Orchestra, dancers and special guest Rebecca Caine, 
who played Christine opposite Michael Crawford's origi¬ 
nal Phantom. Fortickets (£29.50-£35) call 0844 338 5000. 


Final curtain as 
Rep on the move 


THE FINAL curtain has descended 
upon Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
for the next two years, with the iconic 
building in Centenary Square being 
absorbed into the massive new city 
library project on which work will con¬ 
tinue into 2012. 

But the Rep is far from dead, instead 
the company is embarking upon its 
first ever off-site programme, moving 
from venue to venue across the city. 

Revival 

Venues to host Rep productions will 
include The Crescent, in Sheepcote 
Street; the New Alexandra Theatre; 
The ICC on Broad Street; The Old Rep 
on Station Street; and the Mac at 
Cannon Hill Park; among others. 

Highlights will include The Wiz (June 
10-18), a revival of Broadway's soulful 
take on The Wizard of Oz; Oscar 
Wilde's The Importance of Being 
Earnest (Sep 9-Oct 22); Tom Stop¬ 


pard's Travesties (Sep 17-Oct 22); and 
next festive season's shows, Sleeping 
Beauty, a fresh non-panto look at the 
classic fairytale, and Ramond Briggs' 
The Snowman. 

The Rep's first off-site production is 
Kenny Baraka's musical post-apoca¬ 
lyptic tale The Rememberers. It will be 
held in a warehouse at the AE Harris 
Building in Birmingham's Jewellery 
Quarter from February 4-19. Contact 
the box office on 0121 236 4455. 

Meanwhile, two of the big shows of 
the festive season carry on with 
Christopher Biggins and Paul Zerdin in 
Aladdin at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
and Joan Collins with Julian Clary in 
Dick Whittington at Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome. Both are on until January 30. 

Over in Stratford,Tim Minchin and 
the Royal Shakespeare Company's 
new musical version of Roald Dalh's 
Matilda runs until the end of this 
month. 


Chance to relive 
all those special 
Disney memories 

IN an original story, Disney On Ice presents a 
Disneyland Adventure inviting audiences to re-live 
their fondest Disneyland memories, as they join 
favourite characters and classic villains on a 
colourful and exciting vacation to the theme park. 

It runs at Birmingham’s LG Arena on February 
23-27 and features an array of favourite Disney 
characters, including Mickey Mouse, Minnie 
Mouse, Donald, Goofy, Pluto, Baloo, Disney 
Princesses Snow White and Cinderella, Stitch, 
Disney/Pixar’sThelncrediblesand Buzz Lightyear. 

In this spectacular production, the “Fabs” — 
Mickey, Minnie, Donald, Daisy, Goofy and Pluto - 
decide to take a vacation of their own and enjoy 
Disney’s most popular theme park attractions. 

Donald and Goofy attempt to join in the fun, 
resulting in a series of comical mishaps. But it’s no 
laughing matter when the evil fairy Maleficent 
shows up to spoil the fun, and Mickey must enlist 
The Incredibles to help save the day! 

Tickets are available now through www.thetick- 
etfactory.com and priced at £13 to £35 plus 
booking and transaction fees. Call the ticket 
hotline now on 0844 338 8000. 

• Look out in the Chronicles (Jan 27) as we will 
we running a competition to win family tickets. 



• Eminem, Rihanna • A new guide has been 
and Arctic Monkeys are launched detailing a 
rumoured to be among packed programme of 
the line-up for this year’s events lined up in Wolver- 
V Festival. The US stars hampton. 
and Arctic Monkeys have The latest edition of the 
been linked to the festi- city’s What’s On Where 
val, which will take place guide lists more than 300 
at Staffordshire’s Weston events and activities lined 
Park and at Chelmsford up in January, February 
on August 21 and 22. and March. 
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Advice on 
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or injury 
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* t Hlghti dHWrbtd&bnihhit 

* Phh up la ysur mi 
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1 kjWC^ClM*! WtkuML 
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COSTA BRAVA 


liidii.Ui IIS FAIN 

■ Ft-m *::-3im-:Hi 

IlnliiTJ* 

■ Ft-h Eiir r::.-b.'«-lr-: 

■ Diiniv. l:-k-l i, 
i; iWiwt 

■ Sin Lindi«T 

■ Dn/lrvi-k ^■'tv-uiiiij -uikrtniirvi-hiit 




mama 


-ii bwlflitail ftr.wilFiT.'j 
dJTaliirtrtB &rtaf,ioaEA.. JitliHurfHaej 


4/S DAUS BU COACH 


tlwjwiuiMJfi M#bn Mwquv HUtL'H* 
MMf+d Mubttu# AVJtftfl AISMHih 
Afiifhufflt AMiutint 
^Ut 44 TJWI ^nC*' WJtpwufl 
k*mj\i Or\m#M lift l~ ~ ~ 
AHitffittf-Mtaiiiftiffl tfUstaT 
triKhUhlIU CftjJ-lIJiyilArt: 


pu» hvuiv mure - depakihiu ah iear 


FOR TO UR FREE BROCHURE 0RT0 BOCK CALL 

01246 224411 

or visit www.tm^vsIsty lfltouis.oo.uk 


nuiic Rramut 



Surgeons 

( 01902)342775 


www.wbvets.com 

Your bed vets for over 60 years 
Enquiries webome 

Consdtdionsby sq^uintinent 

Mtnda^Frldlay 

Satirday 1 .Ohm 

Sunday IQ.Ham-12 imn 



7Vfonm;$i 

BESCOT SUNDAY MARKET 

i/ 

WALSALL FOOTBALL CLUB 

^mmim fk tjm hWSfMtm Iftm 




WINTER SALE 



RIGID KITCHENS 

UP TO 

50% OFF 

Fill lHII 1 TILES 
UAI HFL(I« t/.6% 


BAT1HHD0I.I PRODUCTS 

10% OFF 

FHE ACQNRT m, 
1KT HUD J 17.5'i 


M ALSO DO FITTED BHROOfil FUWITUH 

NOW OFFERED @ 80% OFF 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR BOOK TOUR 
FRE SURVEY 0U LINE 

WWW.MMCIIBmilBIIBMM 




rti/.s •'i eiftM 

Lrttl ScaHc id Court, 
>Ur«< KcuC HjrgiiC'iitts, 
i»r»bw UjinMo TVVIOTfeL 

07902 788500 
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The 

Swan 


Lower Street 
Tetteiiiiall > WV 6 9 AA 

01902 755943 B 



Mr or Mrs 

Wolverhampton 

Aft era successful first v>eek of auditioning, Jie 

second audition is to be held on 
Saturday 15th January 


Your chance to win a professional 
portfolio produced by Studio 4 Models 

(uattkUto# 40 irc& 


To legjster contact by email or phone 
email: »wauliotel 2 Q 10 §liotmnil.co.uk 

Open to all ag?s 
7.30 Start. Free Entry 
Smalt Casual Dress 

Ccmipctition Spon&ytrvi Br 

Vi*S« Carp* to T+ttoaJiall 

suftftdl I*to*4o*e Harthtars Lunifitl 


LIVK H.NTHRTA1N MHNT 

Huifsday 13 th January 

The Rockettes 

(MotoTvn and 60s Girl Groip) 


COMHDY NIG HI 

Thursday 3rd February 

Jason Watkins 

(Boy GeuigeTiitmte and Comedy Gay Hvis) 


TRIBUTE 

Friday 4th Febmary 

Rod Stewart Experience 

(The UK's No.l) 


$<v 4 >* 4 M« 4 *l» 
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How Tim went all of a Twitter 
to find singers to back album 



Former music student Tim 
Prottey-Jones tells LEON 
BURAKOWSKI how a 
number of rising singing 
stars helped him realise his 
songwriting dream 


A SONGWRITER from Birmingham has 
won the support of some of the West End 
and Broadway’s rising stars on a new 
album which showcases his songs. 

Former Wolverhampton University music 
student Tim Prottey-Jones, who lives in Edg- 
baston, has an amazing array of vocal talent 
on his debut release, More With Every Line. 

The line-up of guest singers on his album is 
akin to an Andrew Lloyd Webber spectacular, 
and features three young singers who first 
found fame on Lloyd Webber’s TV search for a 
Nancy for Oliver!, I’d Do Anything. 

That includes current star of Wicked in the 
West End, Northern Irish singing sensation 
Rachel Tucker; Eponine in the current London 
cast of Les Miserables and recent Royal 
Variety star Samantha Barks; and I’d Do Any¬ 
thing runner-up Jessie Buckley, an Irish 21- 
year-old who is gaining a reputation as an 
exceptional jazz singer while also studying at 
RADA. 

“Their support has blown me away,” said 
Tim, who is originally from Droitwich Spa. “I 
got in touch with them via Twitter or Facebook 
and then I sent them demos of my songs. I 
didn’t dare dream I would get such a positive 
response.” 

Tim plays all the instruments on the album 
but collected the vocals over six months, jug¬ 
gling his aspiring showbiz career with his day 
job at community music charity Sound It Out. 

Former Hear’Say and West End Grease star 
Noel Sullivan was first on board and then 
Barks, before she won her current role in Les 
Mis, and the last to contribute was Tucker, 
taking time out in September from her busy 


schedule in the green make-up as Elphaba. 

“I would travel down to London with my own 
recording gear and set up in my friend’s apart¬ 
ment in Islington and they would come to the 
apartment to record their vocal,” says 30-year- 
old Tim. 

“I think it may have seemed a little strange 
to them but they liked the friendly atmosphere 
and they liked the songs. The vocals are 
amazing.” 

The Americans recorded their vocals at a 
studio in New York between Broadway per¬ 
formances. The others singers taking part are: 
Louise Dearman, currently playing Glinda in 
Wicked in London; Daniel Boys, who featured 
in TV Joseph search Any Dream Will Do; 
Tittuss Burgess, an American tenor who 
starred in Disney’s The Little Mermaid on 
Broadway; Victoria Hamilton-Barritt, currently 
playing the lead as Alex in the West End pro¬ 


duction of Flashdance The Musical; Broadway 
leading men Aaron Lazar and Drew Sarich; 
and former S Club 7 singer Jon Lee with his 
Tomorrow Morning co-star Julie Atherton. 

One of the most surprising recruits to the 
album is Colleen Ballinger, better known by the 
name of the internet phenomena she created 
on YouTube, Miranda Sings, in which a hope¬ 
less wanna-be murders famous songs. To sing 
that bad you have to be able to sing good too. 

The singers showed their support in another 
way, performing for no fee or next-to-nothing, 
a humbling display of support that has fuelled 
Tim’s desire to pursue a career in musical 
theatre. 

He comes from more of a rock background, 
since living in Walsall while studying at the uni¬ 
versity campus, he has drummed in various 
rock bands. But he was drawn to musicals via 
his love of Lloyd Webber’s music for rock 


opera Jesus Christ Superstar, a devotion 
which saw him joining West Bromwich Oper¬ 
atic Society to play the role of Jesus at the 
Grand Theatre and the Alexandra Theatre last 
year 

The collection of songs on More With Every 
Line are drawn from two musicals that he has 
written, Once Bitten and AfterTheTurn, and he 
has already started planning a second album 
of his songs with guest singers. He has a ‘wish 
list’ of vocalists he hopes to get involved in the 
latest project, topped by Les Mis star John 
Owen Jones. 

Now it’s just a matter of waiting to see if 
Tim’s songs reach enough of the right ears to 
make his showbiz dream come true. 

More With Every Line is available to down¬ 
load from iTunes, or the CD can be ordered 
from Amazon or London musical theatre store 
Dress Circle. 
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SHOWCASE FIREPLACE LTD 

LARGEST FIREPLACE RETAILER IN THE BLACK COUNTRY 

Established 1998 



www.showcasefireplaces.co.uk 


Due to Showroom Refurbishment 



We have many Fire Surrounds and 
Marble Sets to clear at low, low prices! 


Inset Gas and Electric Fires 

Wall Mounted and Hole-in-the-Wall Electric and Gas Fires 
Electric & Gas Stoves - Freestanding Gas and Electric Fires 
Solid Fuel Fires - Marble and Wood Fireplaces 

all on show 

The Showcase Fireplace Ltd. 

High Street, Princes £nd. I pton 0Y4 9JF 
Telephone: 0121 520 7802 


Shownxxn Opening Trues 
y-L Morcsy lo Saturday Laie nig it hurray <MS 

ntemel 2-- 7 




















P age 44 WOLVERHAMPTON CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JA NUARY 13 2011 

Rosemary Conley Diet and Fitness classes 


Weigh in, work out, 

weigh less! 

Sattth went from size 16 to she 10 


MONDAY 

FVrton Conn Minify Ceiitfe 

Coleridge Drive, 

Off Church Ftoad, Ferton, 
Woluertampton, 

>W6 7 PD 

5 30- 6 45 pm 

6 43- 3 00 pm 



TUESDAY 

NtmiMiiCMtf re 

hUyv<x>d Driue, Tettenhall, 
Woluertiarnpton, WV6 9RF 
1G00 - 11 15 

TUESDAY 

Co'/mi Memorial HUH 

ftwocxj Bo^, Owen, 
Woluerhampton, Y<*V9 SDL 
6.00-7.15 pm 


WEDNESDAY 

LcigKiiof.l? Primaiy School 

Bloc kvood Avenue 
Off Long Lane, 

VUedrte^ield, 

Wolverhampton, 
mn 1EB 
5.30- 6;45 pm 
6 45 900 pm 




THURSDAY 

Bilbfooh Village Hull 

Joe>s Lane, Bilbrook. 
Wolverhampton, WV8 1JL 

5 20 - S:45 pm 

6 45 - 8.00 pm 

SATURDAY 
Nemium C*utn6 

Haywood Dtn/e, Tettenhall, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 8RF 
09:30- 10 45 am 



Free 

ftick worth 


£25 



n 


Mwi for 
Your Money! 

WE DO 
EXERCISE 
TOO 



Call Julie on 01902 757909 or 0773 690 2699 

errral: julie.edwarcts^’rosernnryconley.com 

FecCC&O J WlMiycw p-^i^^Oror O vwwto- Mg* momtavariti EHrjndywt tu ciilm utter 


N&R JEWELLERY 


Pay weekly on a wide choice ol items 

^^TTT¥7?TrrTTrmnT^^M 



♦ Watches - Wide Selection of 
Watch Straps available 

« Watch Bracelets Adjusted 

£ 2.00 

♦ Variety of Clocks 

♦ Jewellery Repairs 



Many items reduced 


BOUGHT 
FOR CASH 

Bring in your unwanted Gold 

We Offer a Complete Service 

AM types ofJeiveHery Repair undertaken 

♦Gold Jewellery ♦ Diamond Jeweller • Silver Jewellery 


WATCH 

BATTERIES 

FITTED 

£ 1.50 



Bilston Indoor Market Units Opening limes: 
Tel: 01902 401454 53/54 
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Audi A3 Cabriolet 1.2 TFSI Sport road 

A tiny engine doesn’t stop this soft-top from being an impressive performer, says Richard H Hammond 

Best things come in small packages 


T he news that cars have been getting steadily larger over the last 
decade or more will not come as a surprise to anyone. With the 
increases in weight and dimensions, engines might have been 
expected to get bigger, too. 

This has not been the case, however. More advanced engine designs and tech¬ 
nology have allowed car builders to get more power from familiar capacities 
without sacrificing reliability. 

Rather than increasing in size in parallel with the vehicles they power, they have merely 
^increased output.And now the things are 
going even further. While cars continue to 
grow in stature, the engines powering them 
are shrinking in size. 

Take Audi’s A3 Cabriolet. Leaving aside the 
folding roof for one moment, the A3 is a 
vehicle that competes alongside the Volkswa¬ 
gen Golf, Vauxhall Astra and Ford Focus - 
albeit aimed at a more premium market. 

Take examples of these cars from 15 years 
ago (in the case of the Focus you’ll need to 
exchange it for its predecessor, the Ford 
Escort) and the A3, like its contemporaries, 
dwarfs them. 

Despite this, Audi’s A3 Cabriolet can now be 
equipped with what seems like an outra¬ 
geously small capacity 1.2-litre engine. That’s 
even more remarkable where the cabriolet 
version is concerned as, despite the canvas 
roof, the model suffers from the same weight 
issues as nearly all convertibles thanks to the 
extra motors and chassis-stiffening required, 
and weighs in at nearly 100kg more than its 
three-door equivalent. 

Audi, along with its Volkswagen Group 




Only a 1.2 litre engine under the bonnet but the Cabriolet is a 
charismatic performer 


FACTS AT A GLANCE 
Model: Audi A3 Cabriolet 

1.2 TFSI Sport, £21,855 
on the road 

Engine: 1.2-litre petrol 
unit developing 103bhp 
Transmission: Six-speed 
manual, driving the front 
wheels 

Performance: Maximum 
speed 118mph. 0-62mph 

12.2 seconds 

CO 2 emissions: 1 32g/km 
Economy: 49.6mpg. 


s. 


There’s the usual high quality cabin 


stable-mates has ‘previous’ when it comes to 
setting trends with small capacity engines. 
Previously, it was the 1.4-litre unit, available 
in turbocharged and twin-charged (super¬ 
charged and turbocharged) form, which 
raised eyebrows with its capacity belying per¬ 
formance. 

The 1.2 TFSI unit also uses forced induc¬ 
tion to boost performance to respectable 
levels while keeping fuel consumption and 
emissions low. A replacement for the 1.6-litre 
unit, it lowers CO 2 emissions by 35g/km and 
raises fuel economy by 9.2mpg while improv¬ 
ing zero to 62mph acceleration and top speed. 

It’s a highly charismatic unit that adds a lot 
to the A3 Cabriolet package. 

Much of the charisma comes in the form of 
the engine note; a distinctive grumble that’s 


ever-present but rarely intrusive. With the 
roof down it adds to the driving appeal, offer¬ 
ing a sports inspired - if not sporty — sound¬ 
track. 

If it’s outright performance that’s sought, 
perhaps the 1.2 TFSI is not the best choice, 
but considering the impressive real world 
economy and tax-lowering emissions it does a 
good job of shifting the A3 Cabriolet. Despite 
the turbocharger dependency, power does not 
arrive in lumps of high boost, instead being 
evenly spread across the rev-range. 

The chassis is impressively rigid, too, with 
scuttle-shake contained roof up or down and 
little flimsiness apparent at the wheel even 
when ‘pushing on’. 

To really gather pace, the 1.2 TFSI A3 
Cabriolet needs to be worked fairly hard, but 


a standard six-speed manual transmission 
means there’s enough choice to ensure that 
the correct ratio can always be found. Alonger 
sixth helps with motorway cruising, too. The 
little engine is comfortable at motorway 
speeds with largely impressive refinement, 
although a little wind noise can reach the 
interior. 

The Cabrio really shines away from the 
motorway. The smallest capacity engine is at 
home in a town environment with its impres¬ 
sive urban fuel consumption figures and easy- 
to- drive nature. With the roof down on a 
country road it looks and feels chic, smart and 
sophisticated. 

Where Audi has succeeded with its smaller 
cars, including the A3, is the grown-up feeling 
inside that’s reminiscent of the larger execu¬ 
tive models. 

Despite the more care-free, frivolous nature 
of a convertible, the A3 Cabriolet has this 
premium feel and maturity in spades. 

In Sport trim the model has an executive 
appeal. Varying colour options for the quick¬ 
folding, one-touch electric roof add to the 
upmarket feel as do impressive materials and 
impeccable finish. 

Compromises come in the form of a small 
boot opening, restricted rear seating and a 
slightly firmer ride on the larger alloy wheels, 
but as a complete package the model offers a 
level of style and quality that’s rare in the 
sector. Add increased economy and the A3 
Cabriolet’s appeal gets bigger and bigger 
while the engines get smaller and smaller. 
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Spanish firm offers to pay full 20 per cent VAT rate on selected models in its range 



SEAT will pay all the VAT on most petrol models, and half the tax on most diesels in the Leon family hatch range 


SEAT picks up 
tab for VAT rise 



Exeo models also qualify for VAT discounts And the deals apply to SEAT’S popular Ibiza too 


The VAUXH ALL 


20% OFF 



A new Vauxhall 


Hurry. Offer ends 
31st January 2011 



DnJley Motor Company Dudk? 01384 454100 

tt#tt .*<1 a rascal* Stum brute 01384 447970 

0121 5030001 
Kruamnford 01384 288333 



VAI/XHALL 


Official GovwnimntT*st Entire nrmrrta l Data. Fu*t consumption figuresmpg(litres/1 
and CO t missions (g/km). VauxhaU range: Uiban: 16.6 (17.1) -61A (4.6), Extra-urban: 32.8. 
(8.6) -883 (3.2). Combirmi:242t11.7)-76J (3.7). CO.emissions:274-98g/km. 
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Used 
vehicle 
prices 
to rise 

TRADE values are 
expected to rise during 
early 2011 as supply 
constraints continue to 
force dealers to compete 
in the open market for 
the best stock, say used 
car experts. 

The January edition 
of Black Book, the 
benchmark guide to 
trade values, reports 
exceptionally high auct¬ 
ion conversion rates in 
December were fuelled 
by an appetite for stock 
among dealers. 

Research confirms 
stock remains scarce 
and ‘serious buyers’ are 
already out in force. 

Used car valuation 
experts CAP say there 
were signs of a strong 
resurgence in trade 
demand even during 
the severe weather 
during early December. 

Brisk 

Despite winter condi¬ 
tions preventing many 
buyers from physically 
attending auctions, 
online bidding activity 
soared. 

Retail activity has 
also been brisk, creat¬ 
ing an immediate need 
to fill spaces on the fore¬ 
court this month. 

Black Book research 
editor, Mark Bulmer, 
said: “Buyers spent 
December attempting 
to stock up and this was 
not only driven by the 
desire to beat an antici¬ 
pated January rise in 
values. 

“Research revealed a 
genuine appetite for 
stock, underpinned by a 
positive level of confi¬ 
dence, to ensure dealers 
were in a position to get 
the year off to a good 
start. 

“There is also a wide¬ 
spread acceptance that 
buying will need to con¬ 
tinue in January and 
that they will need to 
pay ‘all the money’ for 
the best stock because it 
is so thin on the ground 
and everyone will be 
pursuing it. 

Fewer 

“For example, major 
disposers entered 2011 
with significantly fewer 
vehicles than they 
began last year with.” 

Looking ahead to the 
year, CAP believes that 
supply constraints are 
unlikely to ease in the 
short term. 

It also says dealers 
are working hard to 
avoid low used car stock 
levels after they were 
caught short at the 
beginning of 2009. 

Bulmer added: “The 
conversion rates for 
some December sales 
were remarkable, tip¬ 
ping 90 per cent in some 
cases when we might 
‘normally’ expect the 
figure to be well below 
50 per cent.” 


S panish car 

maker SEAT is 
bringing some 
welcome Latin excite¬ 
ment to the post- 
Christmas gloom by 
extending and 

refreshing its success¬ 
ful VAT-free offer. 

With value added tax 
now running at its 
highest level since its 
introduction in the UK in 
1973, when it debuted at 
ten per cent, SEAT is 
happy to help insulate 
new car buyers from the 
latest increase. 

Extending across 
much of the sporty SEAT 
line-up, the VAT-free 
offer is now comple¬ 
mented by a new “14 
VAT” deal that amounts 
to a ten per cent discount 
off a further tranche of 
SEAT models. 

And with a third, 
tempting, offer in the 
shape of zero per cent 
finance deals on a selec¬ 
tion of new SEATs there 
really has never been a 
better time to pop into 
your local SEAT show¬ 
room. 

Customers can check 
full details of the deals at 
www.seat.co.uk but in 
short, the VAT-free offers 
apply to 1.4 Chill and 1.4 
85 PS petrol models in 
SEAT’s biggest-selling 
Ibiza range. All other 
versions, excluding the 
entry level cars, benefit 
from the new Vi VAT dis¬ 
count. 

Meanwhile, all ver¬ 
sions of shapely yet capa¬ 
cious Ibiza ST, enjoy the 
VAT-free deal too. 

Moving up the size 
range into the Leon 
family-sized five-seat 
hatch, VAT-free deals 
apply to S Emotion and 
all petrol models, exclud¬ 
ing entry and Cupra R 
versions, while Cupra R 
and all diesel models, 
excluding entry and S 
Emotion versions, 
benefit from the new % 
VAT discount. New car 


buyers in the market for 
roomy and flexible 
family transport should 
look no further than the 
Altea or even larger 
Altea XL, all of which are 
being offered with either 
VAT-free or 14 VAT deals. 
Likewise, the luxurious, 
elegant Exeo and Exeo 
ST get VAT-free, or 14 
VAT offers. 

Finally, all versions of 
the new Alhambra full- 
size seven-seat MPV get 
the % VAT discount 
which effectively brings 
the newly-increased 
Value Added Tax down to 
its original 1973 level of 
ten per cent. 

The new suite of offers 
will run throughout the 
first quarter of 2011, 
ending on March 31, and 
applies to eligible retail 
customer cars registered 
before this date. 

Success 

The retail campaign is 
also available to small 
fleet customers (sub-25 
cars) who buy their vehi¬ 
cles outright. 

SEAT UK head of 
operations Richard Har¬ 
rison said: “The excep¬ 
tional success of our VAT 
offer towards the end of 
2010 meant we were 
understandably keen to 
continue the momentum 
into 2011. 

“Our dealers up and 
down the country have 
been busier than ever 
and now, with the 
announcement of these 
great new retail offers, 
I’m sure they can look 
forward to a fantastic 
start to the New Year.” 

He added: “The 

ongoing sales success of 
SEAT in the UK is built 
first and foremost on the 
sporty, dynamic, practi¬ 
cal and luxurious nature 
of our cars but the move 
to make our models even 
more appealing with 
these great deals can 
only serve to support our 
growing success here.” 


Summit becomes 
top UK dealership 



Perodua UK*managing director Tim Slaughter, 
left, presents the award to Summit’s John Newey 

AN‘INDEPENDENT garage in Dudley has won a 
quarterly award for being the best performing 
Perodua dealership in the country. 

Perodua UK’s managing director Tim Slaughter 
travelled to the West Midlands to present the certifi¬ 
cate to John Newey, sales director of Summit 
Garage. 

Mr Slaughter said: “I would like to congratulate 
John Newey and his team on a magnificent achieve¬ 
ment. “The weather was awful and yet Summit 
Garage outsold all of the other Perodua dealers in 
the UK by a considerable margin” 

The Himley Road dealership specialises in MGs as 
well as Peroduas. 
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LOWER FUEL COSTS. 

LOWER EMISSIONS. 

HIGHER SPEC. 
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STECIAUST 

SAJUDI A41.9 TOT SPORT Black.£6499 £9999 

54 BMW 330 3J0D 3E Black.£6499 £9999 

54 BMW 319 D E3 111 Black. £9499 

94 JAMJAR X-TJPE 111 El lie. £9499 

06JAOUAR X-TVPE CLASSIC DIESEL 111 Silver. £9990 

53 JAOUAR X-TJPE 3.0 DIESEL SPORT 111 Blue £9490 

HJAOUAR X-T.PEV6 SPORT 111 Elack.76k. £4990 

D2MERCEDE3 ML270 COT AUTO 90k. £7990 

53 MINI CSIE 19 111 Blight Reel. GGk nuies. £6490 

HP,1IEIIOIE 19 MetlllC Black. 70k miles. £9990 

03 MINI COOPER 1.6 111 311 vei: 30k ITilles. £9499 

91PEU0E0T 309 COUPE CABRIOLET 29 3E Gift . £3999 

53 VW BEETLE CABRIOLET 93K 111 131ve r £6499 

AUTOMATIC 

03PEUnE0T 3071.G3 AU1D GEk.fllcys £3499 

93 RBI AULT ME0ANE 1.6 DYNAF.1QU E AUTO 3W.£4499 

56 UAU XH ALL VECTRA 2.3 ELI IE AUTO.£9999 

55UAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 CDTT AUTO Sliver £4999 

02UAUXHALL A31RA1.9 AUTO 44k miles. £2999 


0SH0NDA JAZ1.43E5-(li: Bllgllt Blue. 60k. £9999 

57RENAULTME0ANE1.5DCTDYNA5Ck MetlllcGiey £9999 

57 REN AULT ME0 All El.5 DCf 00k. MetlllC Giey. £9999 

59 RSI AULT ME0 AN E1.5 OCT 3- (I i: 111 31 ve i; 43k. £9999 

06 UMJXHALL ASTRA 1.9 CDTT 150BHP 111 Black. £6699 

06 UMJXHALL ASTRA 1.9 CDTT 3RT160BHP 111 Blue £6499 

09UMJXHALL ASTRA 1.7CDTTELITE ll Black. 70k. £9999 

04VDUID36D2.4D9 3E Sliver £9999 

54 VW 0 OLF 3.0 TOT 0T5 (I i: Metll 1C G ley. £9999 

CASH OR FINANCE UP TO £4999 

HP.IOEIDEO 2J0 tdct OHIA Metallic Blue. £4999 

55 FORD FOCUS TDCT ZETEC Metllll C El lie. £4499 

04FORD F1ESTA16 0HIA5II 111 Black, 44k miles. £4499 

59PEU0EaT307HDf>3f3-(li: MetlllC Giey.£4999 

07 RSI AULT ME0ANE 1.5 DCf DYN AMIQU E £9499 £4999 

56UAUXHALL \ECTRA CDTT DE3inEI .£4999 

56 UAUXHALL \ECTRA 1 .S LIFE El ack 44k. £4499 

55UAU XHALL \ECTRA1.9CDTTBREEZE Blue 70k £4999 

06UMJXHALL ASTR A 1.7 CDTT CLUB Silver. £4499 


CASH OR FINANCE UP TO £3999 


04 PEUnEOT 367 2.0 HDI STYLE 5-dr.Clieq) ttt.£4499 £3999 

03 PEUnEDT 2061.4 QUICKSILVER 3-lli:7Gk £3499 

51 PEU0E0T16 RAPIER Allays, 70k, 3-Clr.£3299 £2999 

51 PEUnEOT 2061.6 ROLAND nARROS 33k miles . £3499 £2499 

05 UAU XHALL AS IRA 1.7 CDTT LIFE.£3999 

03UWXHALL ASTR A 1.0 ACTIVE 5 (I I! Alloys, 30k £3999 £3499 

53 UAU XHALL COR3A1.2UFE 3-tlr. Ill Blue, 60k ITlIes.£3499 

ESTATE CARS AIH 4XTS 

02MERCEDES ML27DCDT AUTO 00k £7999 

06 NISSAN X-TRAIL 2.2 DCf COLUMBIA.£9499 £9999 

51 FORD RAINIER H.T2.5TD TWIN CAB 30k.£9499 £4999 

52 LAN DROVER FREELAIDER 2.0TO4 E3 Glty £5999 

07 FORD FOCUS 16 TOCi ZETEC ESTATE.£9999 

53FORD MONDED TOCi ZETEC ESTATE Metallic Grey. £3999 

07UAUXHALL VECTRA1.9CDTT150BHP 111 Sliver £9999 

59 UAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTT DESinil ll Red. £4999 

06 UAU XH ALL VECTR A 1.9 CDTT ESTATE 111 Grey.£4499 

52 VOLVO V70 2.4 D5 3E AUTO ESTATE.£5999 


5 / 7 SEATER IUIPITs 

09 RENAULT (1RAND 3CQIIC 16 DCTDYNAMIQUE . £9499 £4999 


02UAUXHALLCORSA 1.0 AUTO O-Cll 50k, Alloys. £2909 

GASH OR FINANCE LP TO £6999 

57NEIV SHAPE FORD MDNDEO ZTTEC TDCTSHvei.£6999 

07 FORD FOCU3 ZETEC CLIMATE TOCi £6490 

09FORD FOCUS nHIATDCT 111 MetlllC Blue. £6490 

DBFDRD FIESTA 1A TDCTSTAE 57k Che^) Ttffi £9290 


53CITROEN C3 1.4DESIRE 5-(lr. AC. CD, Oily 33k .. .£3990 £3690 

53 CfTR OEN C3 1.4 DESIRE 5-(l C 66k, 111 Reel. £2990 

OSCnROEN C5 26 HDTSX 111 Black. 79k. £3490 

54 FORD FOCUS 16 EDflE 3-Cll . 70k miles.£3990 £3490 

05 FORD FIESTA 1 A 3T.LE DIESEL 3-(l r. Ill Sliver, 72k. £3490 

53 FORD FOCUS Metallic Gneeil. £2990 

53FORD KA16 3PORT3E 37R Blue ■AlUl leather.£3490 £2990 


53 REN AULT SCENIC 1.9 DCf PRIULEflE Reel .£4999 £3999 

02 RDI AULT SCENIC 1.9 OCT EXPR E33ION 62k £3999 £3699 

07 UAUXHALLZAFRA 16 CDTT LIFE Silver 57 k. £6999 

54UUIXHALLZAFRA26DTTSIERnV50k Black £5999 

04UMJXHALL ZAFRA 26 DITDESREI 111 Blue.£4999 

04 UAU XH ALL ZAFRA 26 DT ELE6ANCE Silver. 62K.£4999 

V VAUXHALL ZAFRA 26DT ELEOANCE £2999 


I FI NANCE IVpIcal |I(V| POOR CREDIT HISTORY I CARERS/SELF EMPLOYE DEPART TIME? I 

SPECIALISTS Apr 18.8/0 WE WILL HELP | UNIQUE FIHAHCE AVAILABLE 


A,, J -|_ . TIT C ni 91 c/l/l goj |7 >tf cars come wffi 12mnths fiXT anti an sfrvfced before {feffvery 
Auaensnawo Ult I 044 004 / mi/ERHflWPTGH ROflD, aDBURY BG9 4RQ, JUHCnon 2, M5 - OPPOSITE TOYS r FT US 

^ Prwft Rw|i]lmj: Driving Llwnw^ ^addwtt. m ay vaty. A OHaranfet 1 moyb^ wt|nlmj WWW Slld6HSllSW9 CO Ilk 
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FREE 

online 

valuation 


w.e.wamt 
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ficED cash fast ? 



Turn your car into cash fast! 



"Fftendty Staff, pramfit nfuafam and 
payment. ct+eroM a quaitry service one# 
E they bnughl me home# Soperb.“ 


SELL TOUR CAR ONLINE "TOE EASY 
AT 


tfn orfci in ujrusifd 
nrrw. 

MRNMflM. NMN 
^rti k>: CoM»<4bn 
TmAV. 


=vvev;,ml 

=anycar 


R3RTCUR VMJJMOICH OfTCIlVDtmMSNI 



TURNERS 

I MOT & SERVICE I 
^ CENTRE &W 


Personal Service from a 
Family Business for over 30 years 


4 Servicing too 
mokes and models 

tortnpSeMve/nn g 

rttfSiMm LtMlM 

4- State of the a t 

WOT testing 

4 Brakes 

4- Clutches 

We are 

members of the 

C iood C Jorogo 
Srhnmn 

4 Air conditioning 

Check thi s 

4 Purpose built 
workshop 

website foi 
feed 1 »ac k fr < >m 

4- Qudity used cars 

our customers 

4- Local Collection 

GoodGa atpScJwmni.ectTi 


Units 1 & 2 McKrom* Rood, 
Clor*<|<rt*, Wolvnrhcintpion WV& 9HD 

Tel: 01902 744011 



TMENT COMES 
MANY FORMS. 

TYPICAL 0% APR~ OYER 
3 YEARS NOW AVAILABLE 
OhfSELEL TEnAAOOELS. 



From 110 50? 


r*^ 0 % APR" 

rnf ? rwt» TM #9^ MfNiF nqM^ MN • 




RNhnilhiNdK CO W tw «rfh «dbiy )kL Er MPS ra wiwct t OAf nSh 
ipT' * rceafirr. Thp O0fm*w*DMioJ f»KA rmm^e, rtttqi 
Unde cjnftlfcrffcm 



Frcm 117.71* 

m.^0% APR' 

MrlywiaHftSM 
deeeeH i« u ^ deiUu 
cvhnr »e«W ttj vi 1300 



MGLZ&33 

From 114,710. 

Mwwttti 0% APR* 

#OT3*irft*tt9ant 

daNltNRird 


To take a test drive* contact us at: 

WOLVERHAMPTONmaZDB 

W1LLENHALL ROAD, 

WCXVEPHAMFTON. 

£01902 351153 w/w wclverhamptonmazda co uK 
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Amazing January Sale Deals 
Only at T Wall Ford 
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T. Wall Garages 

High Sheet, Penmett, Klngswlnford, DYS 8XB 

Telephone: 01384 282900 

i ^.:b.y ww - tw * ll,or<l - co - ult ^sr. 



I7f57 Yaixhall Listn 

Sport Ftalch 1.7 
CDTISR 

H«iTlpiK;licYPiTl/.i^ 
coTHini^.4Jb^ 

£3 lu Uhii ki \\\\huitljflljiL 

WAS £25000.1. I 

NOW £18667 

SAVE 

£6333 


WAS .29495 

NOW £7495 

SAVE 

£2000 


lift! leiMlt Laint 


ban 

man 


Coupe DCI1B0GT 
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AUTO WORLD 

w I>i* C^r 


NOl r ll £3C74 now seen 

SAVE £821 SAVE £1107 


•m fflras noin esaas 

SAVE £1307 


^Tvmb 

4TJ .* 'iiHiV A UkiMfc 

\m r NOW £8655 


WiS£. JJ5 NOW £7207 


SAVE £1102 SAVE £1340 SAVE £898 
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MSI 


DOW £9974 S SSI 35 NOW £7340 

SAVE £1021 SAVE £1146 


AUTOWORLD 

r ite oar -fJdtp&rrna nw; 


Visit our rftouiroom: Ainwtrong Way 
Wilonhall Wast MidLuids \W 13 2 QU 



CALL 01902 216891 

www.autoworldusedcarsupermarket.co juk 
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K.Stuart Swash 


| PROPERTY AUCTION | 

NEXT SALE 

8th MARCH, 2011 

Commercial and Residential Properties 
for Investment / Renovation 

further entries invited 
Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton 

( 01902 ) 710626 / 424044 


mtamepiProperty 


Why it will pay you to 
prepare for more cold 



Extra loft insulation will help cut your energy bills 


W e have just experi¬ 
enced the coldest 
December in a century 
and the Federation of Master 
Builders is advising homeown¬ 
ers how to look after their prop¬ 
erty this winter and save 
money in the process. 

External affairs director Brian 
Berry said: “It makes sense that 
you are prepared in advance. 

“Buy a bag or two of sand or grit 
so you can make sure you can 
keep your paths and driveway ice 
free - just be careful when gritting 
in slippery conditions. 

“It might also be worth keeping a 
shovel in easy access in case you 
need it to clear a path through the 
snow, although remember never to 
leave shovels or tools in view as 
they tempt thieves to use them to 
gain access to your home.” 

He added: “Thieves also like a 
dark house so make sure you have 
good security lights. If you don’t 
already have any external light ask 
a local electrician to fit one for you. 

Topped 

“If you already have one make 
sure it is in good working order to 
welcome guests to your home.” 

He also urged people to make 
sure their insulation was up to 
scratch so homes stay warm and 
bills are kept to the minimum. 

“According to the Energy Saving 
Trust (EST) installing 270mm of 
insulation in a loft with no insula¬ 
tion will save you around £145 on 
heating bills a year,” he said. 

“If you already have 50mm of 
insulation and you topped this up 
to 270mm, the saving would be 
around £40 per year. 

“Similarly you need to make sure 
your pipes are well insulated. Not 
only will this save you money on 
your heating bills but it will also 


help protect the pipes against the 
cold weather. 

“Even if your pipes are insulated 
remember you should make sure 
you leave your heating on for at 
least a few hours, even if you are 
away, so your pipes don’t burst.” 

Mr Berry concluded: “Many of 
these jobs you can do yourself but 
if you do need a builder for an extra 
helping hand make sure you do 
your research and use a builder 


that is member of a trade associa¬ 
tion such as the federation. 

“Each year homeowners in the 
UK lose £170m to rogue traders, 
according to Trading Standards. 

“Just say no to anyone that turns 
up at your door uninvited and tries 
to sell their services. 

“Likewise, using a builder that 
claims they can ‘make VAT disap¬ 
pear’ may turn out to be a false 
economy.” 


Top tips 
for finding 
a builder: 

1. Be specific and 
prepare a detailed 
brief. Be as clear as 
you can about what 
you want, this can 
make a huge differ¬ 
ence to quotes. 

2. Ask friends, 
family and neigh¬ 
bours if they can 
recommend a 
builder they have 
recently used. 
Alternatively check 
the builder website 
(www.fmb.org.uk/fi 
ndabuilder). And 
don’t be afraid to 
ask for references 
or to speak to pre¬ 
vious clients. 

3. Get at least three 
quotes. When you 
are ready to decide, 
don’t just go with 
the cheapest, con¬ 
sider communica¬ 
tion and quality too. 

4. Use a contract. 
You can download 
free contracts on 
the FMB website 
(http://www.fmb.or 
g.uk/find-a- 
builder/free-con- 
tracts/). 

5. Never pay the full 
cost of the project 
up front. Agree a 
payment plan. 

Using a credit card 
to pay can offer you 
more protection.” 
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residential letting agents 

www.rogers-partners.com tel: 01902 566666 
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i L* KmUh m i i h i u: h tai It 4 
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ft &ri|i4l 


JANUARY SALE 


Sedgley 

01902 686868 


Tipton 

0121 520 2255 

VNfednesbury 

0121 505 1818 

Bllston 

01902 353578 


( W rightmovB^'") 

y» yaciymr— 


Wednesfleld 

01902 732324 

Willcnhall 
01902 631151 


:2s*r :c^r* 
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» » ■> ■ i * 4 mj 
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toutvxm 

tl >*li4 i> J alii »:* 
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llo> ii < it iniiMt 
lA4d fcr, VlAmi v »w‘ 

«4Mift4*4U£niU Mt|4 

fH«£TKI24 


.‘.f DM5IIIID 

D-vmPTfT ro AT 
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4 Ih'wlodbwT’ 

tcic arld K^rvrj iiiJ 

•ia*4» liittfj 

xdi 
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4 r 

lUTild 1*4 

+ Ni' iWi^i •umAJ 


-V | 5> 


t 1-tK.MxJ* ri«v « ZvJtt«*ki« a*lr>-•• « 

k ^ UKo4t. lu;Ml «••• to< 

ttM 4IT3.4M nXV«UA«» 
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u» 

rw»«io» KtoiMiwien «■• 


».< 1 •* ■ dlvftft 


AVt rlii. 4TJIY 

ot* •!4 
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iw k fcJiirittw i • < • 

MiM 4 Of < 

lauiiairamiMt' 
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» > • .11-4 «IMJ « * t«-, -4U ImI 4 9mtrilM| 

»(.«.• 44, »**• «I4H*I<»« 


% 1 •«**:•{ r^air* I 

4 f V4* i *> r-w*~3 
a I • r^dt Urn rm 4 rtl 
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WVJJNM <41 

MtOflVUX K>*t> 

4 t>*rl •■•I b.iyAw i • 

• 14 J l^iru i itbc*»l 
l.i»2adi 
4 r*> b+tKora* 

4 *>t •rf#nll**N»y 

4 UfVCdwJl'jgkrwJ 

4 20b l«»Tbki,|^'.lii4^|iooTi 
4 toi i :-a n 4 1 the> *• 

4 lil»id<|j*i}4 
4 Rnivrt i^rJoe 

rtuiwmucnxtrjH* 


mtm i 

|4m4 ■ ■> Ut t»4 rM i>tn»«4<ti; ■ 1 l«i| 

.'MM. 

lb4tMt IVrv • !4rr4r4Q 

. i+«4»4*r • Mi«vmM 

am 


» «>-•>* t •*•!»*• •. »»> >4» .*4 ^ —1» 
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BARTLAMS 

TVTpTV hAkT]iU» 5 ,CO Vile 


ESTATE AGENTS • VALUERS • SURVEYORS 




rid .Hfttl MD*«4 * 

IrfMNIIMiWIll 

I XI** if* »•**«#••! o* •+**:■ H 

wsrriTj^ttaw 

mwi « pus ><»ics « mm utc i 
«n.» « pr#e« 11 *< too i < fwy 

i>. i %.r*:K.« -nn * m** if 

.*r-rv x • If i«lrlrHO iivf 

!slm>ail|Bft N(Vsrt«illi>n , tev I 
j»:/m aJir>. i-m-sdiiAiiHKiisi.nMw 
4 if P wlrr*A4pr*» -m »■ A If*. 1 


n «»«*>< 4 • •• | I* •“#« * bbb ». -»• i 

m v 

ii»iWi T tiis»>nii OkS 14 ii*fc«jow r 

hvMf rA—-4 i#B Skii Mill v*i 

*« >l<l.l 4 r.«i<Vl 

f! 'mnhimtv* mUs VtV-iir T 

w~4» •-».♦# • » m»n m moiw 

Wl S« Wl |IMI* 4 |« BSB 


TETTENHALL 


LOWER PENN 


TETTENHALL 


LOWER PENN 


coven 


WOM BOURNE 


COO 9ALL 


WOMBOURNE 


PEIJIJ 


A toll >wLwc'boa J oTi £>u>i Aa T x%v c.Ut Ur vtw vwtJ .it 1J L 


Wolverhampton I Tettenhall I Wonboum* I Codaali 

*1IT.„u V.VI *TY ■ SK.t C^. wc >11 *yr ■ I. -^*1*." ■ 4 • 14..... K0.U...IIWV ■ IU\ 

77;*22 | Id- <pl90a) 754777 M Trf<019011 aB«l4l | Tel: Pimm) tUgttiS 


* f * f * r . Ti^itus co. p k ^mw.fi^litaiov«uTk > «k www.*ig)itm©* , **f>fsiik 
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> oioto 0 v IsHr^nr 
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st aihtrq^ 3*s^oY>ra t ITT * VILI 

CHVJDCfcAt* 

im p .iji — it uz> If «Jda 


LVESafS A »l-*r nf JOn I U **-n 

Hn » w«» wiwt liflrPJb mrwi 

, - ^ . - c i -1 r- c - ii * •, nl"- - i ► 

.iJuikh iA:.t • 

IKf Aid f Up * fas « 

l b • >f iMbv< «f»»iwr 
: il v*i * *trvt .»• ff? k a If.i *m vd i if* 
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Wolverhampton Offic 
01902 310000 

Perton Office 
01902 744252 


DIXONS 


Estate Agents 


DoingMore... 


OFT 


ww w. dixonsestateag ents .co.uk 


A ilrtftlial two beilroam hmijdow, auallaMe 
yjIUi noii|Manl chain jiiI $liciilil iM'.'lw-wiItu 
111^ i rd ri a rt, tt i ■? | w rt y cm fc; :i: 

or \mm krtdieii, shower room ce|Hrae yjc. 
■jar^e, ijjileiistotheTrart jmI rear, 
ilrlvwjay, central heuthiij jiiI ilaiHe uljzlihj, 


Wood End Roud, WbfaetfleM 


Extensively refirNsliedtlTee Ijertoom 
detadied proiwrtyYjitii estensi w rear 
gardens. Brielycam|jises hal, tilling 
roam, lanp conser vitory litdien 
Ltilrtv, family loodirooin, garage. dri'jeYjay 
eciensi'je rear laiicbca|»ol garden. 


Chinh Roud, (hdey 


PJO CHAIN! One bertoam ^olikI loor lot 
locatedofftlie PemRoadtotlw satli 
Yflst of'Aiolverhjm|lai Tliere is anas|wct 
of moderiisiig retired however Hi* 
YttLidsufc Ijotn masters Jid first time 
layers aike. 


Quydoti Cku^ VUU whtn|tbti 


A fcnr bed ido m detached pmpeity 
comprising of lounge, dining kitchen, 
conseivatcuy, nllity, wc, mcEterwith 
ensiiiteand family bath loom. 


PltMd Line, Wolverhwqiion 


*** Ffi CEi TO SELL, EE SURE TO VIEW 
TODAY*-** Ffoniwjul dian offaral ailhi-; 
tlin?i? IwiIrc-iHTi -rfliYi ilrtadial |*oi»rty Ixiokihj 
aitoWiiiil-Mf Fl^iihjFiHikTIin laqwrty lia? 

11mI■?r-.i- ih ir> □rrv'isrt iTiulHriivikHi 3ikl ha-; 
i i ilriwvjaytoilvt»lial >jaia>ja 


Ettufllo Rwidp Pam 


A vjHIpracflrtsI ?wtBiiikl niil-torraw property 
diaililh? vbyj&I i-tiiGrariB-iopporbiirtyto 
□will ili-^poirtmartM-tiin property 00mpri?9? of 

I111h.ir>, iliiiii-.i hitdini, ooipwwfcry, vtiih 1 , thra? 

hnik-'Myriv, h=diro->m, front aid rear-jiibit?, 

11rr. 1 T,".a;. , 1 ■ IiIr>-jtiz■ i-.i aiiUviitralhvatii>j. 


(bfthnini do*<4 Porton 


Deliglitful. lefailjished tiuee l»dioan 
sami haiefiting fiiain ceimnl heeling, 
double gfaang aid naw cfiipeting. 
Briefly council sing lounge/dining, 
kitdiai, ball loom. Qil Be Sac location 


Rlefmottd Drive, Perton 


Tachiaultliee Iwdroam semi detadied, 
tv^orece|iiai roams, kitdien, slii 
roam.bllToom, extensive rear gardens, 
off road |Hrking by way ofdriway and 
cjport Daille ^aangand oeitral lieling 


Abmnhi Roud, Pern 


Sami detached family home comprising 
laingertliiing room, kitdiai, tiiree 
Ijedrooms and batiioam. Blocked paved 
ctiveway 'will offroad parking, garage 
and caital healing and daide dazing, 


Odmdt WIih Perton 


Atliee Iwrtoom extended semi detadied 
proprly. C:ce ii|: ci =:= ii>j Il■ i<je. diing roam, 
kitchen doYaistairs y#, trnily bllToomto 
first loot, gardens Ixthffat and rear v.'itii 
eff road|jarkingto tat tortv^evelicles, 
all in goodorder. 


buon Drive, Perton 


OoMthom Rond, Ooldhom 


iui'jitkiallydesiyied lireebertoom 
detadied |*o|Brty 1iispro|Hrtyisfall of 
original tacitiaial fealiresand 
cam ibises two recsplon rooms; kitohat 
Im tiiroom and attended tandam garage 

Cwfkn Drive, Wotuothwifton 


FEATVERSTQfE! DETACHED! THREE 
BEDROOHS! £135,000!!! wmmang 
langeAiner, kitdien turnip baflioom 

S , gardens both toitandrej, 

d intlie songlt after xilage lociiai 
of Fe atlierstaie 


Cuter Rond, Wblverh+npton 


MO CHAIM! Three bestoamteiTaced 

recqjtiai roams, krtslien 
andbatlToam. Tie itojwrtyhas dailde 
^azed v^ndw/s and gas radiator lieatiitg 
and v^rth rear garden call us nw^to view. 


Budor Rood, Perton 


Ills family liome hastv/oreceijtiai 
roams, far Iwdroams vAtlien suite to 
master, caiser , Aita , y doLide garage and 
cHw aioj^joste side oftlie prqjerty v/ftii 
secure off road |jarkiiig Iselind (buae 
gates. 


The flinty Bnnhiore 


An extended tliieebedioom detadied 
piopeity in file much so light after 
anea witlitliiee lecajlion looms, 
lefitfed kitdien aid hath loom, off 
load pa iking and learganclen 


Mil Lme, WeditetfleM 


AAA EElFJfi SOLD '.11TH FJO UP.VAFiD 
CHAJffAAA Smniilotaolinl propnty iitii" 
■wihjlt jfararca of '.V^iliipdiHiL SitiETtnl «i ai 
mil wnur pJ'i't, ■K'Milrcr'ili'wrriny'ilJiMiiv.rtii 
t/» rwflptioii wom^-dirw'jooil-TBftl hslro^mc; 
kitdim, hJJiroQrvmarifflkvQ-janlaitorva'. 


iHburyClot^ Pordshnl 


Mo diain offered willi tiistwo bedroom 
sami defiched property Tlieprqjatylias 
a loLiige; kitliai diner and caieer'iiatry 
t tiiegraind floor. Tlie liaise is daiNe 
dazed and lias gas radiator lieating. 

MeroJuDHv<4 Perton 


Atliree Iwctoem i^qjerly in need of same 
modernisatiai Ftqwrtyoom|jises ii 
Irief of lange, kitdien bllioom, toil 
and re j gardens, garage, offroad lurking, 
doLHe glaang an:l central lieating 

Btfiven-CooheAmi^ Perton 


Set in a cul-de-sac aitlie OLler pjkv/ayis 
tiiis semi detaclied ixq^srty available v.rtli 
no qward cliain I:rie1y cam|:rises of 
lan^e, breakhst kitdien tw l^ectooims, 
IxitlToam, g jafp, tat and rear gardens 
and centrallieating 


Ideal first time ixrcliase a kuyto let 
iiTiestimait is available Yjithlliis modern 
style Irstfloa fll v^rtii accammodation 
cam|vi$iigofliall, stdrcasetotlv frst 
loor Yrtli lounge, litdien bedroam and 
Ijatliroam. 


Lylhin Rtwid, Perton 


Hl^ohJI Drive, Wotverhwi^ton 


Setin a saiglitaftor looalon liistiiee 
bedroom detadied oomprisiiig 
louiigeAlina, kitolien, oaisscvatory 
tiieebectooms; batiioom, gardats 
boll front an:l rear, garage and dri'isrway 

Pemri Cout, PainRHid 


MO CHAri! ! Tlird flow MOOEFTJ 
APATTTiEMTin saylt after locatiai. Jm 
betlroams, ensLite,TangeAliier, kitclien 
family Ijatlioam, bicoity allocated 
pjking sixice ii esccelleii adertliraigh 
OLt hlJSTBEVE'AiED! 


(Menenglet Rwid, Pvton 


A tiuee bedioom semi detidial 
pioperty ccmpiising in biief lounge, 
kitliai diner, conseivsitoiy, aisuite to 
msEter bed loom, family bsuliioam, 
gsnage. off |ei iking aid centml hesilng 

CoiAer frov^ Perton 


A tintaslc qi|Mrtinity to |iirdiasea 
modern liree Ijedroem sami-detadied 
prqjertyin a prime locatiai. Tlie property 
ooiim|:ris«s; langq kitliai, trnily 
ballroom, consa"iatayandgaragei 


^ HM mi iunyDrhr^ BHd^iorth 


A detadied trnily liame retiring same 
maleriiisationcam|vising oftiiaidi 
lonige/ciiiiig roam, caiser'jatory gL»st 
y^c, far becfroams, trnily Ijatliroam. 
gj'age, off road pj-king, rej garden 
dai^ie gluing and ceitral lieatiig 
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01902 429035 
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Wolverhampton 

Ezimito Starts, LvtUi\ic. 6 Pr o^vrty 

Mroapvrmnt 

7$ livjtcm $tvvt 
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RADFORD LANE 
LOWER PENN 


4 Hm^MktisI f+M i-»Iimv A 0*4 ftv^ 
coituJ i, I.«|.| M».l UP vC«l«riJuf Used uii*«lo«v» (a* 
i^xcHkJ) * Tn >i\c«j>l«i locmi * E>co§o*4nxxnl/ 
nrtHiJ E<*>4Am* N+eli<*i «m4 * <St+*it>4 4+« 

.VO 4 Q««* 0*1*/ H van* virtlltfe 

^»oa\« IMW # Nai, fhtx.^ fcwrtl/ Balif-oon # C.Kji- 
■JuuirorttanJ ami 



SCOTT AVENUE 
PENN 


* P«r l)Odi Mim detediod Ivmim *■ <Xil 

«K» omc location * Uc ii vd ounfavd hwii-y *■ 7W 
i«ocf»ttomoo«ms 4 wwicri *jv:I UMty i*4tn 4 fev 
Aaiui^ ojh 1 drfvVMtj ★ tBvrf rwj- you - 

dm A 0 fcl« V*mrKldi A Ito 




BEECMUftSTT <i>#lDQJ3 aj- vs iw, 

^LBUKtMTOII “RICb £ 129,090 


tMim-r > 

i;r«aiA.>llM<M»rU4%ui , »»*•♦>••• 

«»/3 K a r XM uAul K P 

♦ "rrm « -vu. *T*TC*trr 

rrT’w it »' »noirw^r*ni» 





a ?.v9n*t3 »“ sure ns Kftirr 

mlMtf ax « CVr>floo g^trlliattig itlMiumn 
• »m-i» : *aai*n • o* l 4* c r». * i j« * 

ANTUNtt 



uEVAN AVENUE 
PARKFIELDO 


PRCE£64£30 


iHHat )®HSS® > 


IYHER ROAD 
OXLEY 


MKT £929 PCM 


> 

(V.tl*l«cn wa^^k| |C 4 I«* jMI tlkMA # 

U«|tuPn»in4sj^»* n 4 *Pr>»9*<l«l Ltt» 4 OhmhI 

naciUC 0 WMV\*A* A OrnrtMflQfMt IDITiHtl 



E LINDENS, 
IJBVERIDGE 


Pro* £84^30 


) 

a iv c^r: m »:a tx- m a <.f<t 5«*n ♦ »rs>i 
M nl vrz nn ©***i t x Jt ?»: i wet i», Ore, rjoo f wri X Lhr 

• #>H*] IK- 4 H* * rttiu*,, ilfiWH i««* 

Nb Pdi 



A THt-Kv>s<,:TH3'y».»r vxr-4 AiiicfH 

.old <xU*jr4D3 3 ^iV) XUrir^flpoM XHtol 
inmi • *o*i mi • nniuiiooi stc •an*aii 
Oirvvwvy a r^i^.on ««p 



• n>lt tAt 1 >M» «kl ntlM* UK 

t fir -♦i 4 Trraijticux+'InM » urttic »kpn 

«nO<M JAI HIT | i)»lHI 



*»n i-:«k mih^k oa«n>»«- 

>• al.«Vn'Awld * alt :*a» I 
A« I ■« *41 ^ «« 4 •-• tntilw Ii rKa««rfi A<. «.t 

M*r*«H|,4rv« 4 >• Aa r* nAtmr&mrwm 0 Trr 

I <a-««i*Jal mrimw 



NASH AVENUE 


KBJTttOOPCW 



4 Oral* 1 a rJ (Vr» JW A* 1 • 4 taJ •• i w I Xj 4 9 ai a I 
4 M-V. Hra Hi Iwi La fc*.a a a 1 #* HM» • • . af. # I a* ■ | M 

s«Sii i w&Sm'Wr. attxas£t 



(321222^ ^ 

i T^o t* to o n MmlK I mti W «t^»: tetri ► ir 

Vw t*IH L^JC .tal a 4«ia * 

IblfrffMqiflBIIIMm a L4mi> 'tM I M>m • a Mi 
i'.^h n --Mr, -3 1 o.a« *QTiwiiy «r,jiN» «n 4*»ar 



MciwioSy^ 0 ^ 


It4ulxkuia«*ii*l4.if»ai<a i -T4alUti J 

Aal'fi .1*4I«4« a, _rv: t.a+« »*. <1 X • »«*• M«. 

%« 'r)( «*aat IlMlai ki>4nH,ia H'aa.ah «rki 
a* a* la >• r« na ItAm. 4w^O»a>» t 'A .a,l,ak 

4 j—»i 



IV ••K4ilH4„M«Ja^a*«- JUiltiu .An 
♦a .aalhHi, a* I In 14* ,ai I r-aa a>« *A< • 1» «| 
Oia-, HA»ll4aiial«a>lto« *4 4 >a 0 

.1 .a« «aa • :H« .a n <*N: U a •-« * 
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de 

exccntr/e W/iwifc avartaJife i m £83,950* 
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0©1ato ot Gill on cropbri b»j uw GNXiibb^ on 01 r *sbeil8: 

www.pauldubbeiiey.co.iik 

p auldubberle y 

the estate agent 

Call Bilston Branch on 01 902 4949G0 

or email biteton^pauldiJbbQrtey oo uk 
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■A CASH Buyer 
for your Property ! 1 


■FOR SALE 1 i^o ^ 


1 At Property plus, we take the worry out of selling your home 1 

+ jAJI types of property coukJeiecJ 
k |-ut and Discreet Sale 
k Offeti wllihi 24 houis 
+ No Agent Pee& 

-k Solicitor ffees Paid 1 

k No Boai'fb 1 

k No Oblgalon Oftas 1 

k Cult In Week* not Moirtta I 

WHO’S IT FOR 

A Anyone needing a 
quick sale 

A Matrimonial 
i k Emigrating 

A Financial Difficulties 

A Deceased Estate 

* Poor Condition 

Properties 

A Chain fell through 

HO STRESS HO HASSLE 

HO AGEHTSIHVOLVED 


CALL NOW IF YOU NEED A QUICK SALE 

01902 634130 


OR APPLY ONLINE AT 
www. propert y p lusnnicllands.co.uk 

PROPERTY PLUS MIDLANDS LTD 

14 NEW ROAD, WILLENHALL 
WEST MIDLANDS WV13 2BG 

EMAIL enquiries€*property|)lusliinited.co.uk 
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FVoptrlto for Auction 
Immediate Exchange of Contracts 
Completion wHhln 28 days 


For A Free No Obligation 
Auction Appraisal 

Telephone 4 

Ron Darlington 
07830 375 823 
or (0121) 456 8800 
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_ft Home of Property. 


Winter chill no barrier to 
stress-free house moves 


M OVING house can be a fraught process at 
the best of times, but winter weather can 
make the process even more stressful. 

These days reallymoving.com, the UK's leading provider 
of instant online quotes for home-movers, helps to take the 
stress out of moving by making it easier to seek out the best 
deal on essential services like conveyancing and furniture 
removals. 

Tips to help home movers avoid the pitfalls of moving in 
winter include: 

Look after your removals men 

When moving house, you are putting all your worldly pos¬ 
sessions in the hands of your removals men, so it pays to 
take care of them. 

Be aware of your surroundings 
If you are moving to or from a home on a hill or an 
unadopted track, speak to the removals firm to ensure they 
have snow chains and the facilities to move safely with an 


inch or so of snow. If they do not, it is important you ask them 
about contingency plans so that your move is not delayed. 

Look after your pets and plants 
The stress of moving can really affect your pets so make 
sure you take care of them. Take dogs for a good walk 
beforehand if you are moving a long distance. 

Salt the garden path 

If you are carrying heavy boxes, the last thing you want to 
worry about is slipping on icy surfaces. Put some salt down 
to stop the path, driveway and steps freezing over. 

Check Floodline 

Recent events have shown that flooding can be a serious 
problem through the winter months. Call the floodline on 
0845 988 1188 to check that your route does not pass 
through an area that is at risk of flooding. 

Don’t pack all your warm clothes 
With the removals men going in and out through wide 
open doors, there is no point having the heating on and your 
house will get cold very quickly, turns. 


Get there early 

Dark closes in early in winter so try to arrive at your new 
house early before the light fades. 

Check your new fireplace 

The first thing you’ll want to do at your new house is light 
a fire but beware. Make sure that the chimney has been 
properly swept or that the flue is in good working order 
before you reach for the matches. 

Check your loft insulation 

It is a good idea to check that your loft is insulated before 
you put your boxes up there. 

Put up curtains 

You should put up curtains in your new home as soon as 
you can: not only do they keep the heat in, but they also keep 
prying eyes out. Wherever you live, the sight of a removal van 
and cardboard boxes outside your new home will attract 
attention, especially in winter when lights are left on and it is 
easy to see in to your home. Curtains are a simple but effec¬ 
tive security aid. 
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Goodchilds 

IxlitC A^cllti .V l.lltilk$& 


Has your house been Tor Sale’ 
for more than 90 DAYS? 

If so - ask your current estate agent why? 

They may offer you excuses like; 

"The Credit crunch People can't yet mortfoges- it wasn't redly the right time 
to sell we have potential applicants but they )ust aren't buying at the moment 
the market 1$ tcxtgb” 

Well yes; the market is tough, and okay, mediocre agents ate struggling to sell 
houses, however award winning estate agents like Goodchilds are stril selling 
properties despite the credit crunch and we were still exchanging contracts 
for clients during the last week of Christmas. 

Not only that, whilst over the post 2 yean other agents have moaned, winged, 
scare moiagered and hid behind the economic climate as a reason for their poor 
performance and their excuses for closing branches, shedding staff and cutting 
advertising Goodchilds has opened new branches; year on year we have expanded 
in these testing times due to a fantastic team and the fact that we are selling 
houses and earning commission. 




▼to r*»rttrlrh TVuun r q I to Nm "3CM f Tat'nr4 CWfna 


2011 is no different, GoodrtiiUk once again open a new office which 
will be situated at 33 Church Street, Wellington, Telford. This branch 
will provide the high customer service level our clients have come to 
expect and also offers a Guarantee that if your house Is on the market 
with another agent arid we cannot sell it within 90 days - we will pay 
you C2S0 v4wi we do (terms and conditions apply). 

Wick; branch manager and director comments "having buHf up a wealth 
of experience in niter Goodchilds branches t [city understand and am 
committed to offering the highest service level of any estate agent 
within the Telford area. My guarantee to mg clients is - put your 
property on the market far sole or to let with Goodchftds* Telford and 
/ s/iaM contact you every 7 days untf f let or sold end a/so provide all 
cheats with my personal motile number." 

Finally, if your property has been or the market ’For Sale’ with another 
agent for more than 90 days or your are thinking of moving and want a 
free, no obligation valuation then call your local office 019C2 719880 
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YOUR MOVE 


The UK's most visited estate agency v*ebsite v 

www.your-move.co.uk 
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Time to take up 
the challenge 

LAST week we introduced the Action Heart 
five-mile Heart Run. Determined athletes and 
fun-runners/beginners are being invited to take 
up the challenge to ‘run for our hearts’ in the 
Action Heart 5 Road Race which takes place on 
Sunday, February 27. 

You will not only be helping yourselves by 
getting fitter but helping others by showing you 
care. 

Supported by the Chronicle and Dudley NHS 
Primary Care Trusts, we will be publishing a tried 
and tested training schedule so first time joggers 
and runners can train for and complete the five 
miles. 

Last week we outlined the first week’s training 
programme. If you missed the first week’s train¬ 
ing or if you did not manage to get started, prob¬ 
ably due to the adverse weather conditions, then 
don’t worry it is not too late to begin and it would 
be an excellent New Year’s resolution to get fit in 
2011 beginning with the Action Heart 5 training 
programme. 

Approval 

Remember our previous advice; get approval 
from your doctor if you have not been keeping fit 
previously; warm up before each session and, 
just as important, warm down afterwards. 

It is important that you keep going but do not 
push yourself, resolve to finish each session 
even if you have to walk part of the way. If you 
are planning to follow the training schedule and 
would like to let us know how you are coping 
then call Action Heart on 01384 292233 or email 
joyb@actionheart.com 

Start off the New Year in a healthy way, com¬ 
plete the entry form and send it in to the Action 
Heart office as soon as possible. You will receive 
your race pack including race number and full 
details of the route etc. You can also download 
entry forms by going to www.actionheartrun- 
ning.com. 

Training Schedule Week 2 

Monday.REST 

Tuesday..10 minute jog 

Wednesday.. 6 minute jog 

Thursday. REST 

Friday.. 8 minute jog 

Saturday..REST 

Sunday..1 mile jog/walk 


ACTION HEART 5 ‘HEART RUN’ENTRY FORM 

(Sunday, February 27,2011) 

Name. 

Address. 


Est finish Time. 

State whether Runner / Walker. 

Date of birth.Age on day. 

Club (if any). 

Sex (M/F). 

Telephone No. 

Email Address. 

I declare that I am medically fit to run and under¬ 
stand that I take part entirely at my own risk. I declare 
that I am an amateur as defined by the UKA. I agree 
to abide by the current laws and rules of competition 
of the UKA. I will be 15 or over on the day of the 
event. 

Signed.Fee paid. 

Date. 

Send cheque, payable to Action Heart, with entry 
form and SAE for race number to: Action Heart, 5 
Baird House, Dudley Innovation Centre, Pensnett 
Estate, Kingswinford, DY6 7YA 

Fee: £10 (registered running club members); £12 
(non club members). 

NO ENTRY ON DAY OF RACE 


SPORT 


Junior teams 




Warstones Ulls East team who are through to the last eight in the cup and chasing the league title 


WARSTONES WANDERERS 


Under 10s 

Warstones Wanderers Bulls 0 

St Josephs Saints 0 

A hard-working team perform¬ 
ance, outstanding in goal Alex 
Wedge and in midfield Eddie 
Njanike. 

Under 11s 

Warstones Wanderers East 3 

Halas Hawks 0 

Warstones progressed into the 
last eight with a comfortable 3-0 
victory with goals from Dominic 
Rhoden, Chad Brandrick and 
Brandon Malpass. 

Warstones Wdrs North 2 

Straits Cobras 1 

Came from a goal down in the 
first half with an equaliser from 
Josh Jarvis and the winner from 


Lamar Greene. 

Under 16s 

Bilston Casuals 0 

Warstones Wanderers East 7 

Jack Whitehouse opened the 
scoring with a well-taken goal. 
Brett Baxter made it 2-0 and Jack 
Griffiths and Bradley Farmer 
made it 4-0 at half time. In the 
second half Brett Baxter scored two 
more to complete his hat-trick and 
Greg Whitehouse finished off the 
scoring. 

• Warstones Wanderers are 
recruiting players of all ages for 
their youths and open age teams. 
Contact Mick Mullin on 07756 
211683 or email 

michelle.turner7@btinternet.com 


Monmore poised for 
the British Final # 



Chris Van Straaten has 
shelved retirement plans 


WOLVERHAMPTON is poised to 
stage speedway’s British Final for a 
second successive year. 

And rule changes are on the way to 
prevent a repeat of last season’s event 
when Wolves starTai Woffinden failed to 
qualify in a logistics nightmare. 

Fourteen of the 16-man field will have 
to earn their place but Great Britain team 
manager Rob Lyon will now be able to 
select two riders. 

Woffinden was allocated to the 
Sheffield semi-final in 2010 despite it 
taking place just two days before he was 
due to ride in the Swedish Grand Prix at 
Gothenburg. 

Using borrowed machinery, he 
missed out when the meeting was 
rained off after each rider had taken only 
three of his five races with the results 
standing. 


Tai Woffinden had to bale out at Lakeside last year when he was 
hit by a loose machine. But his British Final chances for 2011 may 
not be scuppered 


Wolves boss Chris Van Straaten told a 
fans forum at Chillington WMC on 
Monday night: “It is very likely that the 
British Final will be awarded to Wolver¬ 
hampton again. 

“Tai Woffinden was unable to race in 
the British Final and that was the stupid¬ 
ity of the rules. He was forced to go to 
Sheffield two days before a Grand Prix, 
on borrowed machinery. 

“He had three hard rides and when the 
meeting was rained off he had two rides 
(to come) where you would assume he 
would have got the points to qualify. 

Opportunity 

“Now the rules will be altered that the 
top seven from each semi-final will go 
through and the team manager of Great 
Britain will have the opportunity to seed 
two riders.” 

Meanwhile, Van Straaten has shelved 
his retirement plans. The promoter is 
embarking on his 25th full season at 
the Monmore Green helm - this year’s 
race jacket features a silver border to 
mark the achievement - and always 
intended to move over after reaching 
the landmark. 

But after stepping down from a 
number of promoters association 
committees last year he feels “rejuve¬ 
nated”. 

“My enjoyment came back,” he 
said. “I wasn’t listening to other 
people’s problems, I was concentrat¬ 
ing on my own business. I felt rejuve¬ 
nated. 

“Eighteen years I’ve had on commit¬ 
tees, six as (BSPA) chairman and it’s 
very tiring.” 

• Wolves have again won the best 
prepared track of the year award, 
voted independently by the sport’s ref¬ 
erees - Monmore Green’s third victory 
in five years and another feather in the 
cap of curator Alan ‘Doc’Bridgett. 


HOCKEY ROUND-UP 


Fourth team 

Telford 3 

Wolverhampton 1 

A tough first game of the year saw 
Wolves lose a closely-fought match. 
Telford scored early in the first half 
with sustained pressure that 
stopped Wolves from finding passes 
to their own men. Though the game 
was levelled, Telford proved too 
much in a game with tensions 


mounting on both sides. Wolves can 
take some positives out of the match 
though for the rest of the game. 
Scorer was Mike Maddox. 

West Bromwich 2 
Wolves Badgers 6 
Wolverhampton were away at 
West Bromwich and travelled with 
differing levels of experience within 
the team. New players this season 
Sohaib Mohammed and Rajan 


Athwal made significant contribu¬ 
tions throughout the match. 

Wolves finished the first half 2-1 
up. The formation was altered to a 
3-4-3 line up as both teams contin¬ 
ued to pressure both goals. 

The second half saw both sides 
scoring as in the first half, two 
Wolves goals coming from man-of - 
the-match Ben Barlow and a 
further two from Gurpal Mann. 


PERTON & CODSALL 

Under 12s 

All Saints Juniors 0 

Perton & Codsall Utd West 2 

Scorers: Dan Perry, Luke 
Dawson. 

Under 13 

Perton & Codsall Utd West 0 

Rowley Rangers 1 

This top-of-the-table clash was 
settled by a goal 10 minutes from 
the end. Dean Williams' shot ini¬ 
tially covered by home keeper Dan 
Fadian taking a deflection into the 
opposite corner, a cruel twist for the 
West who had been the better side 
for most of the second half. 

Under 13 

P & C Utd Wolves 5 

Rose Park Rangers 1 

After a couple of good chances 
Perton opened the scoring on seven 
minutes. Sam Squire showed good 
awareness to capitalise on a short 
goal kick, beating the defender to 
the ball, before side footing home. A 
corner from Rose's left side fell to 
Liam Morgillo on the back post who 
squeezed his shot past keeper Josh 
Lewis to make it 2-0 at half time. 
Sam Squire added a third from a 
corner, before adding a fourth and 
completing his hat-trick, midway 
through the half. Rose Park didn't 
give up and right at the end 
grabbed a deserved consolation 
goal, with almost the last kick of 
the game. 

Under 14s 

Perton & Codsall Utd 2 

Penn Colts 2 

A battling second half perform¬ 
ance saw Perton draw. Scorers: 
Ricardo Samuels and Matt Dickin¬ 
son. 

PUNJAB UNITED 

Under 16 B’ham Minor Cup Rd 3 

Punjab United 4 

All Saints 0 

Fellow Bilston league sides 
Punjab United (Div 1) and All 
Saints (Premier) met in the third 
round of the Birmingham County 
Minor Cup and it was the lower 
league United who emerged com¬ 
fortable winners. United were 
ahead inside two minutes when 
Omari Thomas' glancing header 
from Jordan Reid-Palmer's cross 
beat the All Saints keeper. United 
continued to dominate although 
they were grateful to keeper Josh 
Hawthorne for a great point blank 
save to keep them one up after 20 
minutes. Soon after Reid-Palmer 
fired home powerfully from 25 
yards to double the lead. United 
continued to press forward and 
after 25 minutes Dan Heath's 
through ball found Cunnison on the 
left who set up Singh for a simple 
finish. In the second half Singh, the 
United captain scored his second 
and United's fourth. 


OLD WULFS 

Under 13 S’bridge Lge Cup Rd 2 

Old Wulfs North 3 

Brandhall Colts 4 

Old Wulfs bowed out of this 
season’s league cup despite a brave 
display from a patched-up side due 
to injuries and illness. Old Wulfs 
started brightly creating a number 
of chances, but got caught with a 
sucker punch goal from the Bran- 
dall with their striker managing to 
squeeze an effort through the goal¬ 
keeper’s legs. The lads continued 
to play productive football that was 
rewarded with an equaliser after a 
smart finish from Ramari Morris. 
Further misfortune struck Old 
Wulfs when they lost their goal¬ 
keeper two minutes before the 
break with a dead leg allowing Sam 
Lloyd to don the gloves. 

Within two minutes of the restart 
Brandall took a 3—1 lead following 
some sloppy defending from Old 
Wulfs. But Old Wulfs pulled one 
back when Noel Howell converted a 
right wing cross. However from the 
restart Brandhall restored their 
two goal advantage to make it 4-2. 

With 15 minutes to go Old Wulfs 
gave it their all in an attempt to get 
back into this cup tie and were 
rewarded with Nia Shea scoring to 
reduce the arrears. However Old 
Wulfs found Brandhall's keeper in 
commanding form they were 
unable to find that elusive 
equaliser. 

Under 9 

Old Wulfs South 7 

Wellington Amateurs 0 

Old Wulfs dominated, playing an 
excellent passing game and created 
numerous chances before Billy 
Taylor opened the scoring. Taylor 
added a second to send Old Wulfs in 
at half time with a two goal lead. 
The second half started briskly and 
quickly saw Old Wulfs extend their 
lead with goals from Glover and 
Harry Townsend. Billy Taylor 
scored his third and was soon fol¬ 
lowed by Harry Townsend who also 
completed his hat-trick with two 
more goals in the second half to 
help Old Wulfs record a compre¬ 
hensive 7-0 victory. 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

Wolverhampton Primary pro¬ 
duced some devastating finishing 
in this West Midlands League 
fixture against a strong Stoke side 
and they went in to the interval 
leading 5-0. Reon Abrams scored in 
the opening minutes and a brace 
from top scorer Mason Birch and 
fine efforts from Taylor Allen and 
Jack Terry ended the game as a 
contest. McCauley T imm i n s scored 
for Wolverhampton after the break 
but Stoke never gave up and Jake 
Tyford scored with a fine header 
near the end. 
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BY«GEORGE! THAT 
WAS*NO*RED CARD 


MOLINEUX UPDATE 
with TIM SPIERS 


GEORGE ELOKOBI saw red as Wolves 
earned a hard-fought 2-2 FA Cup draw at 
Championship side Doncaster. 

A stunning strike from Nenad Milijas was 
cancelled out by two quickfire goals from the 
hosts before Stephen Hunt’s penalty meant 
the team would have to do it all again at 
Molineux next week. 

An end-to-end encounter kept the freezing Keep- 
moat Stadium crowd entertained, but it was 
Elokobi’s harshly-awarded sending off which 
became the post-match talking point. 

With Wolves firmly in the ascendancy the former 
Colchester left back clumsily took out James Cop- 
pinger as the two leapt for a high ball. Both players 
needed treatment before referee Anthony Taylor 
sent off his 10th player in 19 games this season, 
much to the annoyance of Elokobi and manager Mick 
McCarthy. 

“It’s not a red card in my opinion - it’s very harsh,” 
the gaffer said after the game. And now he’ll be sus¬ 
pended for three games which in my view is dis¬ 
graceful. I think it’s a booking at most and the 
reaction of the Doncaster players in having a go at 
George while he’s on the floor has affected the deci¬ 
sion.” 

Despite their dismay with the decision Wolves 
decided not to contest Elokobi’s suspension, fearing 
it would fail and another match would be added on 
for a frivolous appeal. 

McCarthy took a strong side to South Yorkshire, 
attempting to keep the momentum going after the 
famous 1-0 win over Chelsea three days earlier. They 
started on the right foot and just 30 seconds in 
Stephen Ward flashed a shot inches wide from the 
edge of the area. Both sides exchanged half chances 
before Wolves took the lead through a wonder-strike 
from Milijas. The Serbian international picked up 
the ball 30 yards from goal and unleashed a thunder¬ 
bolt which flew into the roof of the net. 

Slack 

McCarthy’s side looked well-placed for a half time 
lead but by the time the players went down the 
tunnel Doncaster had taken a shock lead. Three 
minutes after Milijas’s opener Billy Sharp turned 
Richard Stearman and drove into the bottom corner 
with a fierce strike. And just two minutes later the 
hosts made it 2-1 when slack defending allowed 
James Hayter to beat Marcus Hahnemann. 

No doubt with a stern talking-to from their 
manager Wolves came out all-guns blazing in the 
second half and fully merited their equaliser when it 
came. Matt Jarvis was tripped inside the area and 
Hunt stepped up to beat Neil Sullivan for 2-2. 

The visitors were on top and went close several 
times to finding a winner, with Sullivan saving from 
Ward and David Jones before Matt Jarvis curled one 
just over. Then with 13 minutes to go came Elokobi’s 
dismissal, curbing Wolves’s impetus as they had to 
make do with a draw and a replay. 

The mood was in stark contrast to Molineux three 
days earlier when McCarthy’s side beat champions 
Chelsea in front of a rapturous home crowd. Stephen 
Hunt’s fifth-minute corner deflected off Jose 
Bosingwa for an own goal as Wolves won 1-0, a result 
which lifted them out of the relegation zone. 

Milijas said he believed Wolves were proving they 
were too good to go down. 

“I think we deserve to stay up, but we just need to 
show to everyone in our results.” 

Wolves travel to Manchester City this Saturday 
(15) buoyed by the return of Karl Henry, Jody Crad¬ 
dock, Steven Mouyokolo and Sam Yokes. 




Wolves’ Nenad Milijas celebrates after scoring against George Elokobi is given a red card during the FA Cup Third 

Doncaster to make it 0-1 round match at the Keepmoat Stadium, Doncaster 


WOLVES WOMEN 


Second half comeback not 
enough to pull off cup win 


Wolves 2 Coventry City Ladies 3 (aet) 


A BRILLIANT second half comeback 
wasn’t enough to see Wolves progress 
to the next round of the FA Cup 
against higher league opposition. 

Having to trudge off after extra time 
without a place in the third round was 
scant reward for the effort the team put 
in. 

Coventry controlled the opening stages 
of the game and were comfortable in pos¬ 
session, with Wolves chasing the ball and 
struggling to make their mark. Coventry 
registered their first effort on goal after 
five minutes and Wolves just weren’t able 
to produce their best football. 

As both sides settled however Wolves 
did manage to fashion some chances of 
their own, with Amber Quick coming close 
after a free kick fell to her 10 yards out 
and Abby Pope delivering a dangerous 


Coventry responded by upping their 
game and had numerous shots on goal 
from range, eventually earning their 
reward with a great long-range effort 
from Jade Formaston, curling the ball 
into the top corner and leaving Wolves 
keeper Natalie Hall with no chance. 

This goal managed to spark Wolves into 
life and they began to pass the ball better 
as they went into half time. 

Pressure 

The second half saw Coventry continue 
to press and they were awarded a penalty 
on the 50-minute mark after Kirstie Bav- 
ington allegedly handled in the box. 
Christina Torkilsdson duly converted to 
make it 2-0 to Coventry. 

Moments later Wolves caught Coventry 
on the break, striker Dani Selmes laid the 
ball off to Pope on the right who cut inside 
her defender, onto her left foot before 


curling a 20-yard effort over the ‘keeper 
and into the net. This re-energised Wolves 
and they continued to apply the pressure 
to Coventry through a series of corners 
and attacking play. 

As the match looked to be over Wolves 
pressed forward once more and some good 
play won them a corner. The delivery from 
Pope was good but Coventry managed to 
clear it for another flag kick as Wolves 
pressed in the third minute of injury time. 

The second delivery was even better as 
Rebecca Large managed to scramble the 
ball home from inside the six-yard box to 
send the game into extra time. 

Coventry though were able to deliver 
the killer blow on the break as Wolves 
struggled to get back and Nicole Evans 
slotted home from close range. 

Manager James Astle was disappointed 
with the defeat but was full of praise for 
his players and their performance. 



Mick McCarthy speaks with the referee Anthony 
Taylor at full time after Elokobi was sent off 

WARSTONES WANDERERS 


Warstones on rampage 

Penncroft 1 Warstones Wanderers 4 

TRAILING 1-0, Kev Nickle equalised just on half 
time. Warstones went on the rampage in the second 
half and were comfortable winners. Goalscoers: 
Nathan Jackson (2) and Michael Wright. 

LEISURE LEAGUES 

Chance to join up free 

WOLVERHAMPTON Tuesday six-a-side smug¬ 
glers Only Here For The Beer suffered more misery 
as Chris Price sparked a 10-3 rout for Midlands All 
Stars, finding the net six times. 

Coneygree FC remain in the fight for honours as 
they handed out a 9-1 mauling to Swan Village Crew. 

Footballers in Wolverhampton can sign up to the 
leagues for free during January. 

The league, which is run by Leisure Leagues and 
takes place at Coseley School on Monday and Tues¬ 
days will be free to enter for all teams for a limited 
period only. 

All games are refereed by qualified officials and 
teams will compete for a prize package including 
trophies, champagne, and free entry to the National 
six-a-side tournament, to be held next June. 

Profits from the league are donated to charity. 
Anyone who wants more information can ring 0845 
230 2340 or enter online at www.leisureleagues.net 


The Wolverhampton Chronicle, A Midland News Asso¬ 
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Ketley, Telford. Thursday, January 13, 2011 



r*:yviN r. yu autv alw ncv« mxi. 


WOMBOURNE WINDOWS f?" 

HEATH MILL ROAD WOMBOUKlNE 

We m<invfoctvi« and mildl superb <fu<ality wPVC Win-clows-. Doors and Con sorv'cvtones. 
Wo Ikivo bolt oar reputation for tyudity, service and rdid>Ity over naiy yean. 

HT AJvF PROUD OF TT 5 ! 


flptnT¥^lirr*j| 

Vtu PilUXJwii LX/. 

-Ui iui a/t, - Lll pt, 


Lh\er 2U, W In..In (Tflifrtmf 

TELEPHONE: 01902 897000 


Plkisiv at jo cm »!»«•• Em a 

FRI ( nooyp%oipa4 










































